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June 3, 2020 

Rickie Clark 
Manager, Public Involvement 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
100 N. Senate Avenue Room 642 
Indinapolis, IN 46204 

Via Email: rclark@indot.in.gov 

Re: Early Coordination Letter 
Des. No. 1800226 
US 41 at SR 58 Intersection Improvements 
Sullivan County, Indiana 

Dear Mr.  Clark, 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) intend 
to proceed with a project involving the intersection of US 41 with State Road (SR) 58 in Sullivan County, 
Indiana. This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process. We 
request comments from you within your area of expertise regarding any potential environmental or 
community effects associated with this proposed project. PPlease use the above designation number and 
description in your reply. We will incorporate your comments into a study of the project’s 
environmental effects. 

Project Location: This project is located at the intersection of US 41 with SR 58, in Sullivan County. 
More specifically, the project is located in Survey 12 and Survey 3 in Carlisle, Haddon Township, Indiana. 

Existing Conditions: The intersection of US 41 with SR 58 is unsignalized, with free-flowing north-south 
traffic on US 41 and stop controls at the east and west approaches. A flashing beacon signals amber to 
the US 41 approaches and red to the SR 58 approaches. US 41 is a four-lane principal arterial. The 
northbound and southbound approaches to the intersection both have dedicated left-turn lanes, two 
through lanes, and a right-turn lane each; they are separated by a 54-foot grass median. The posted 
speed on US 41 is 60 mph. SR 58 is a two lane major collector, and both the eastbound and westbound 
approaches have a shared left-turn/through lane and a dedicated right turn-lane. The posted speed on 
the east approach is 30 mph, and that of the west approach is 50 mph.  

Purpose and Need: The purpose of the project is to improve safety at this intersection. The need for the 
project is due to the high number of crashes, particularly right-angle crashes, that occur at this 
intersection.  

Proposed Project: Proposed activities include construction of a Reduced Conflict Intersection at the 
intersection of US 41 and SR 58, as well as installation of new signage and installation of street lighting. 
U turns will be installed at opposite ends of the intersection of US 41 and SR 58, and the converted 
intersection will allow left turns from US 41 only.  

Right-of-Way: There will be no right-of-way acquisition for this project. 

Maintenance of Traffic (MOT): During construction, traffic will be maintained with in three phases. The 
first phase will close the right lane in each direction along US 41 to reconstruct portions of the outside 
shoulder to be used as loons for over-tracking vehicles. The second phase will construct the median 
U turns and portions of the new left turn lanes. Phase three will close the existing intersection to install 
the new center curb and pavement improvements as well as the medians on the SR 58 approaches. All 
left turning traffic will use the median U turns to access SR 58 during Phase 3. 

Sample Early Coordination Letter
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Surrounding Resources: Land use in the vicinity of the project is a mix agricultural, residential, and light 
commercial. The Town of Carlisle is just east of the project area. and there is a warehouse on the 
northwest corner with additional residential properties to the northwest. The remaining surrounding 
area is primarily dedicated to agricultural uses.   

A waters/wetland determination will be performed and possible wetlands delineation.  A Waters of the 
US Report will summarize the findings.  All applicable permits will be obtained before construction 
begins. The project is not in a wellhead protection area. The project is not located within an Urbanized 
Area Boundary (UAB).  

This project qualifies for the application of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) range-
wide programmatic informal consultation for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat. The USFWS 
Information, Planning, and Consultation System (IPaC) will be utilized to determine the project’s 
potential to affect the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat. A review of the USFWS database did 
not indicate the presence of endangered bat species in or within 0.5 mile of the project area.  

Comments Request: You are asked to review this information and provide any comments you may have 
relative to the anticipated effects of the project on areas which you have jurisdiction or special 
expertise. Please send your comments to Susan Harrington, of HNTB Corporation, at 
sharrington@hntb.com or 317-917-5233. Should we not receive your response wwithin thirty (30) 
calendar days from the date of this letter, it will be assumed that your agency feels that there will be no 
adverse effects incurred as a result of the proposed project. However, should you find that an extension 
to the response time is necessary; a reasonable amount may be granted upon request.  

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact Susan Harrington, HNTB, 
sharrington@hntb.com, 317-917-5233, or Alan Davis, INDOT Project Manager, aldavis@indot.in.gov, 812-
895-7385 ext. 14661. Thank you in advance for your input.

Sincerely, 

HNTB CORPORATION 

Susan Harrington 
Scientist III 

Attachments: Figure 1: Project Location Map 
Figure 2: Project Aerial Map 
Figure 3: USGS 7.5 Minute Topographic Quad Map 
Figure 4: Photo Location Map 
Project Location Photographs 

Cc: Alan Davis, INDOT Project Manager 
Richard Connolly, HNTB 
Joshua Cook, HNTB 
Cheryl Waterman, Sullivan County Surveyor 
Clark Cottom, Sullivan County Sheriff 
Jerry Netherlain, Sullivan County Engineer & Floodplain Administrator 
Carlisle-Haddon Township Volunteer Fire Department 
Robert Davis, Sullivan County Board of Commissioners 
Jerry Mize, Town Marshall & Street Superintendent, Town of Carlisle 
Chris Stitzle, Superintendent, Southwest School Corportation   
Rickie Clark, INDOT Office of Public Involvement 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management, via webform 
Indiana Geological Survey, via webform 
Rick Neilsen, State Conservationist, National Resources Conservation Service 
Christie Stanifer, Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Erica Tait, Federal Highway Administration 
Robin McWilliams-Munson, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ryan Falls, INDOT Vincennes District

Attachments were removed to avoid
duplication. Graphics can be found in
Appendix B.
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Sharon Anton

From: Falls, Ryan G <RFalls@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 2:18 PM
To: Sharon Anton
Cc: Richard Connolly; adavis@indot.in.gov
Subject: RE: Vincennes Early Coordination Response -  US 41 at SR 58 Intersection Improvement Project (Des 

1800226)

Sharon Anton, 

At this time, our office has no comment on this project. Thank you for the opportunity to respond to early coordination. 

Ryan Falls 
Capital ProgramManagement Senior Environmental Manager Supervisor 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
3650 South US Highway 41 
Vincennes, IN 47591 
Office: 812-895-7326 
Cell: 812-582-1387 
Email:  rfalls@indot.IN.gov 

From: Sharon Anton <santon@HNTB.com>
Sent:Wednesday, June 3, 2020 9:40 AM
To: Falls, Ryan G <RFalls@indot.IN.gov>
Cc: Richard Connolly <rconnolly@HNTB.com>; adavis@indot.in.gov
Subject: Early Coordination Letter US 41 at SR 58 Intersection Improvement Project (Des 1800226)

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Dear Mr. Falls,

Please see the attached early coordination letter and supporting graphics for the US 41 at SR 58 Intersection
Improvement Project (Des 1800226).

If you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact me by phone or email.

Best regards,

Sharon Anton 
Scientist I
Environmental Planning
Tel (317) 917-5275  Email santon@hntb.com

HNTB CORPORATION  
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204  |  hntb.com  
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Sharon Anton

From: McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:23 AM
To: Sharon Anton
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Early Coordination Letter -  US 41 at SR 58 Intersection Improvement Project (Des 

1800226)

Dear Ms. Anton,

This responds to your recent letter requesting our comments on the aforementioned project.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C.
661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Mitigation Policy.

The project is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and northern long eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis) and should follow the new Indiana bat/northern long eared bat programmatic consultation
process, if applicable (i.e. a federal transportation nexus is established). The Service has 14 days after a “Not
Likely to Adversely Affect” determination letter is generated to review the project and provide additional
comments or request additional information; if you do not receive a response from us within 14 days, we have
no additional comments.

Based on a review of the information you provided, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has no other comments
on the project as currently proposed. However, should new information arise pertaining to project plans or a
revised species list be published, it will be necessary for the Federal agency to reinitiate consultation. Standard
recommendations are provided below.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this early stage of project planning. If you have any questions
about our recommendations, please call (812) 334 4261 x. 207.

Sincerely,
Robin McWilliams Munson

Standard Recommendations:
1. Do not clear trees or understory vegetation outside the construction zone boundaries. (This restriction is
not related to the “tree clearing” restriction for potential Indiana Bat habitat.)
2. Restrict below low water work in streams to placement of culverts, piers, pilings and/or footings, shaping
of the spill slopes around the bridge abutments, and placement of riprap.
Culverts should span the active stream channel, should be either embedded or a 3 sided or open arch culvert,
and be installed where practicable on an essentially flat slope. When an open bottom culvert or arch is used
in a stream, which has a good natural bottom substrate, such as gravel, cobbles and boulders, the existing
substrate should be left undisturbed beneath the culvert to provide natural habitat for the aquatic
community.
3. Restrict channel work and vegetation clearing to the minimum necessary for installation of the stream
crossing structure.
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4. Minimize the extent of hard armor (riprap) in bank stabilization by using bioengineering techniques
whenever possible. If riprap is utilized for bank stabilization, extend it below low water elevation to provide
aquatic habitat.
5. Implement temporary erosion and sediment control methods within areas of disturbed soil. All
disturbed soil areas upon project completion will be vegetated following INDOT’s standard specifications.
6. Avoid all work within the inundated part of the stream channel (in perennial streams and larger
intermittent streams) during the fish spawning season (April 1 through June 30), except for work within sealed
structures such as caissons or cofferdams that were installed prior to the spawning season. No equipment
shall be operated below Ordinary High Water Mark during this time unless the machinery is within the
caissons or on the cofferdams.
7. Evaluate wildlife crossings under bridge/culverts projects in appropriate situations. Suitable crossings
include flat areas below bridge abutments with suitable ground cover, high water shelves in culverts,
amphibian tunnels and diversion fencing
8. Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during the active season

Robin McWilliams Munson
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 46142
812 334 4261

Mon Tues 8 3:30p
Wed Thurs 8:30 3p Telework

From: Sharon Anton <santon@HNTB.com>
Sent:Wednesday, June 3, 2020 9:37 AM
To:McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Early Coordination Letter US 41 at SR 58 Intersection Improvement Project (Des 1800226)

Dear Ms. McWilliams Munson,

Please see the attached early coordination letter and supporting graphics for the US 41 at SR 58 Intersection
Improvement Project (Des 1800226).

If you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact me by phone or email.

Best regards,

Sharon Anton 
Scientist I
Environmental Planning
Tel (317) 917-5275  Email santon@hntb.com
 
HNTB CORPORATION 
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204  |  hntb.com 
 

100+ YEARS OF INFRASTRUCTURE SOLUTIONS

Twitter | LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram
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