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Attachment to Public Comment from
Brent Jackson, dated 12/4/2020

A 50 Year History of
Highway U.S. 41

Regarding the U.S. 41 corridor from Lloyd Expressway/Division St. to
Southlane Drive/Veterans Memorial Parkway in Evansville, Indiana.

Research performed by Brent Jackson
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INTRODUCTION

The Presidents Neighborhood Association performed a historical study on a select
corridor through the Presidents Neighborhood Association. This study is to make an
accounting of the historical complaints of U.S. 41 since it has been relocated from
what is now known as Kentucky Avenue to its current position. From Division Street
to Southlane Drive (a k a Veterans Memorial Parkway).

ABSTRACT

This report is a historical gathering of information on a Major Arterial road through the
southend of Evansville, Indiana.

EXCEPTIONS

There has been an incredible amount of accidents and deaths on Highway 41 in
Evansville and Vanderburgh County. 100's of articles were found about accidents and
deaths on Highway 41. Only articles found in relation to Highway 41 South running
through Evansville are included in this report.

AFEECTED AREA

This report is specifically concerning U.S. Highway 41 from Division St. to Southlane
Drive/Veterans Memorial Parkway. And all abutting properties and thoroughfares.

The TIMELINE of Events on U.S. Highway 41

DATE — Brief Description

06/11/1953 — Indiana Highway Commission makes suggestions to the City of Evansville including the
relocation of Highway 41.

08/23/1960 — City huddles up before meeting with State regarding relocating Highway 41.
08/25/1960 — Relocating Highway 41 needed to meet “Super Highway” standards group told. Businessmen

object to relocating highway 41, claiming great loses to the local economy.
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06/30/1961 — Henderson County makes plans to widen its business 41 district. Business owners are happy to
give up land for a new highway.

07/06/1961 — President of the (old) Highway 41 Businessmen’s Association in Evansville declares that
relocating Highway 41 from its current location will be bad for business.

08/06/1963 — City delays voting on a modified and elevated Highway 41 proposal through a portion of the City.
The “highway on stilts” idea is backed by the Mayor’s Traffic Commission, and was proposed by Traffic
Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte.

12/31/1964 — Mayor Frank McDonald says, “I see no reason for further delays” in reference to getting the
Highway built through this area.

02/12/1964 — Indiana Highway 41 Commission resubmits the same Relocation plans but included the plans to
the rest of the highway segments. Local Highway Engineers reject the proposal because it still closed Walnut
and Bellemeade.

01/13/1965 — Indiana Highway 41 Commission resubmits relocation plans from division to Southlane drive that
still include closing Walnut and Bellemeade. Evansville Traffic Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte says that this is the

same proposal that they rejected in 1964. It was rejected again.

04/23/1965 — Local Highway planners demand that Walnut and Bellemeade remain open. Indiana Highway
Commission says that they will come back with an answer to the closure problems “within the year”.

06/15/1965 — City and State discussions continue. State will not pay for highway on stilts and says that this will
be the cities responsibility.

01/21/1966 — Indiana State Commission submits new plans of a redesigned Highway 41 with Walnut and
Bellemeade remaining open at ground level.

02/22/1966 — Final Hurdle for relocating 41. Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte met with State Engineers about the
details and is quoted as saying, “We can make do with it.”

02/24/1966 — Final papers drawn up. Relocation of Highway 41 is a go.

12-01-1967 — City traffic engineer (and point man for the City to State negotiations) Melvin Pohlkotte dies
unexpectedly in his home this morning. Death ruled as a heart attack. Mayor Frank McDonald originally hired
Pohlkotte who worked for the Indianapolis Traffic Department over 6 years ago.

12-02-1967 — City leaders commended Pohlkotte’s work and determination on City projects.

1969-1972 — Relocated Highway 41 is built from Division Street to Southlane Dr.

07/15/1972 — Businesses along old 41 slump, blamed on New 41 relocation.

11/30/1972 — Highway 41 from division to Southlane opens.

03/27/1973 — Homeowners along new Highway 41 wants their land rezoned to commercial and get away from
the highway. Traffic and Noise complaints dominates the meeting.
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03/30/1973 — Homeowners complain about noise on Highway 41. State says only grass will ever be planted.
Evansville Realtors Association donates 500 trees to be planted along Highway 41. No cooperation from the
State as the mowing crews would just mow them down.

04/22/1973 — Ray Andersen (Executive Director of the Redevelopment Commission) asks the State Highway
Commission for a screen buffer and trees along Highway 41 to control the noise.

05/10/1973 — Bosse High School students and officials finally get a crosswalk and sidewalk installed to cross
highway 41 to go to school.

05/15/1973 — Ray Anderson again asks for a screen/buffer from the State. Additionally asks the State to fix the
drainage problems on each side of the highway caused by the grade and construction of the highway. Andersen
receives letter from Indiana State Chief Highway Engineer N. W. Steinkamp that help was on the way.

07/19/1973 — State official N.W. Steinkamp faces questioning from Ray Anderson. Andersen complains that
the State has done nothing to rectify problems along the highway.

10/10/1973 — Evansville Press Staff writer Gene Clabes calls the deceased City Engineer Melvin Polkhotte a
prophet in the early 1960°s when he predicted that the construction of the new U.S. 41 at ground level would
“just hand the traffic problems to the city.”

07/03/1974 — State highway department has agreed to build a drain for the pools which funnel rain water into
the Lodge Avenue pump station near Southlane Drive.

10/14/1975 — Rick Borries stumps for planting trees along both sides of the highway to block out traffic noise
and ensure more privacy for residents along highway 41.

04/14/1976 — Bellemeade-Bayard Park Neighborhood Association asks for $100,000 in federal funds to fix
drainage problems created by the highway 41 construction.

03/01/1977 — Evansville Urban Transportation releases study showing U.S. 41 crashes going up on the southend
of town.

08/18/1977 — Mrs. Fannie Riecken, 73, Owner and operator of Riecken’s Shoe Shops died in an accident along
Washington and Highway 41 today. A truck traveling on Highway 41 loaded with tombstones hit and trapped
Mrs. Riecken and another passenger in the southbound lane. 158 accidents have been recorded this year alone
from division to Southlane.

09/02/1977 — Nation’s Top highway official said that the federal government won’t solve problems on U.S. 41
through Evansville but is willing to help the state and city seek a solution.

05/09/1978 — Evansville Urban Transporation recommends elevating Highway and changing light
synchronization and speed limits.

05/26/1978 — Federal funding for elevated highway unlikely.

05/31/1978 — State surprises City officials and Mayor Russell Lloyd with a letter claiming that the City agreed
to finance any future overpasses on highway 41.

6/1/1978 — Former Mayor Frank McDonald responds and said that there “never was any agreement” with the
state that any future U.S. 41 improvements would be financed by the city.
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9/15/1978 — Circuit Judge proposes that highway 41 be elevated in certain areas.

10/20/1978 — Panel considering elevation plan.

10/30/1978 — County Commissioners order study of US 41 pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue.
11/21/1978 — Hearing held. A Majority in support of overpass at Washington Avenue.

12/13/1978 — Banker proposes raising cross streets above 41 as opposed to 41 being elevated.
02/02/1979 — County Councilman seeking the Washington Avenue overpass study.

2/13/1979 — Evansville Urban Transportation outlines the top problem intersections on Highway 41. All of
them are on the southend.

3/15/1979 — Petition drive seeks to increase taxes to fund pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue &
Highway 41.

04/02/1979 - Petitions with 762 names was presented today to the county commissioners by the president of the
Bosse student council in support of a pedestrian overpass over highway 41 at Washington Avenue.

04/15/1979 — Immediate action on highway 41 is urged.

04/24/1979 — A resolution asking the State Highway Commission to act on the Urban Transportation report last
week is being drawn up by city councilman Michael Vandeveer.

05/10/1979 — Evansville Chamber of Commerce supports low-cost and immediate 41 improvements.

05/17/1979 — 250 page report unveiled by Urban Transportation suggests elevating highway 41 and widening it
in some areas.

05/18/1979 — Bellemeade-Bayard Park Neighborhood Association endorses proposed changes.

05/22/1979 — Executive Inn owner Robert Green comes out against the plan because of the tax increases
proposed in the plan.

05/30/1979 — Councilman David Koehler says some improvements could still be completed this year.
08/09/1979 — Insurance Salesman Jesse Stock makes fun of Highway 41 problems on his Insurance billboard.

08/09/1979 — Evansville Water Works Board instructed City Engineers to begin developing plans to widen
streets along Highway 41.

10/29/1980 — City making improvement plans along highway 41.

02/07/1981 — Juror “Unsafe 417 delayed the verdict in a trial regarding a fatal accident on 41.
07/29/1986 — Southlane is renamed to Veterans Memorial Pkwy to Honor Veterans.

04/12/1990 — Elevating Highway 41 is again discussed.

06/09/1990 — Evansville Urban Traffic Transportation study again suggests elevating Highway 41.
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07/19/1995 — Paul Bitz former State Senator who lives near U.S. 41 off of Lincoln would like to see fewer
trucks and less noise along the highway.

08/26/1996 — Bosse student is injured when crossing Highway 41 going home from school.

08/26/1996 —The Evansville School Board has proposed highway pedestrian overpasses several times over the
last ten years to INDOT. INDOT has been unreceptive to the requests.

06/21/1997 — Mother pushes for Pedestrian overpass after daughter is hit on highway.

1997 — 2006 Interest on U.S. 41 south wanes as INDOT focuses on the changes in traffic patterns around the
new Toyota Plant.

12/17/2006 — Neighborhood Flooding on the Southeast side. Courier asks for community comments. U.S. 41
mentioned in problems.

04/20/2006 — Students at Washington Middle School in the Project Citizen program stump for a Pedestrian
overpass at Washington Avenue & 41.

02/26/2007 — INDOT approves a new noise abatement policy that requires sound test to be performed along
new AND existing highways (if they are ever significantly changed). For an example of this noise barrier
policy in action visit http://www.465-69northeast.in.gov/noise-wall.html

07/04/2007 — INDOT is looking at purchasing property for a new interchange at the Lloyd and 41.
09/02/2007 — Letter to the editor appealing for Pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue.

09/14/2007 - At the request of School Board member Mike Duckworth, has passed a resolution asking for a re-
evaluation of the need for a pedestrian overpass at U.S. 41 near Washington Avenue.

09/15/2007 — Pedestrian overpass gets another review.

10/02/2007 — Courier & Press Opinion article encourages safe school routes including a new pedestrian
overpass at Washington Avenue.

04/12/2008 - Sara Anne Corrigan, a freelance writer, writes of all of the noise at the intersection of Lloyd and
41.

03/19/2009 — State proposes Cloverleaf at Lloyd and 41. Most area residents are very receptive to it.

05/06/2009 — Highway 41 from Lloyd to Veterans Memorial is included in the Front Door Pride Program
footprint.

10/21/2010 — Presidents Neighborhood Association asks State Representative for “NO Jake Braking” signs to
be placed on Highway 41 due to all of the noise from the trucks at all hours of the night.

11/06/2010 — Presidents Neighborhood Association performs a cleanup of the volunteer vegetation line along

highway 41 between Covert and Washington Avenues. Discover’s poor vegetation that will never properly
provide shielding from the Highway. INDOT agrees to replace the fence on a majority of the section.
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01/09/2011 — The federal Department of Transportation cites the Washington and 41 intersections as one that is
“exhibiting the most severe highway safety needs”.

02/02/2011 — INDOT announces changes to the original Lloyd/41 interchange plan.
02/04/2011 — City Officials claim, no body was consulted before any change of plans.

06/04/2011 — Presidents Neighborhood Association conduct a sidewalk walkability study. Discover that some
of their sidewalk problems are related to the unfinished business of the highway 41 corridor.

08/24/2011 — Presidents Neighborhood releases a report detailing the grim history of the Highway 41 corridor
from Division to Southlane drive.
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12 Suggesti

Made To Aid

-{mission

AreaTraffic:

The West Side ay and
the relocation of Highway 41 head-
ed the list of traffic needs among
12 recommendations for this area

made, m{p State Highway Com-

w

] are based
on a 1930 surve 5 re by a
team of -state employ he state

‘f‘report said, traffic volume is ex-|

.north side of the Southern Railway

lacross Pigeon Creek to Allen

!
|streets,

The recom ef

ireport, released by Harry Thomp-
ison, secretary of the mayor’s traf-
fic commission, said it is aimed at
imeeting the problems of the next
17 years. During that period, the
‘;pected to rise from 70 to 120 per
tcent.
H Acquiring Land
. The West Side expressway proj-
ect, which will give a route across
‘the city to westbound traffic, is al-
ready in the land acquisition stage.i
. The proposed relocation of High-
way 41 would begin at the Indiana-
Kentucky line where the route!
would be directed east to the I. C.|
‘Railroad right-of-way along Gilbert
Avenue. The new route would go
1orth to Lincoln Avenue and
‘hen splif into two one-way sec-
-ions. Northbound ftraffic would
move along Fares Avenue and
southbound traffic along Kerth
\venue. The two lanes would be
nerged at Maxwell Avenue.
: oth Other Rccoménendations
( er recommendatignsin. the
!reporl: _L ""fr;‘- 74;—:!
I Relocation of Highway 62 from
IMorgan Avenue, betweéen Fares
Avenue and New Green River
Road, to a new site along the

tracks.
Extension of Diamond Avenue

Road and east to New Green River
Road.

Four lane bridges across Pigeon
Creek at Ohio and Mary llagn dE

Extending the one-way street'
program.
Take parking off major streets

“lat peak traffic hours.

Modernize signal eguipment.
tiDevelop off-street parking facili
es.

Ban the use of city streets ¢
Ioadmg docks for heavy truck-
. Engineering changes at complr
intersections. :

R )

Increase lighting on main ——
terial highways. i
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U.S. 41 Relocation Committee

Goes Into Huddle Tomorrow

dl'"z. ——
~ The Chamber of (%mm.‘g ig?“’a}’ committee
will prepare its presentation to the Indiana Highway
Department on U, S. 41 relocation at a meeting at 4 p.m.

tomorrow. filti: ) Ly
. Pha o Ao
Harry E. 1I‘hn:nm':su:ﬁ'l,
called the meeting as a prelim-
inary to a Highway Department
hearing at 1:30 p.m. Thursday in
City Couneil chambers. The hear.
ng will be conducted by Ross
WeCalley, the department’s right-
of-way chief.

The hearing will cover endorse-|

ments and objections to reloca-
don of US. 41 through the
city., Arguments arve to be pre-
sented in writing.

The chamber has sought to con-

L % Ty
* it

o

committee chairman, has
it still wouldn't he enough to
make possible a highway to meet
Interstate System standards.

Chamber directors have indi-
cated they would like tp have
relocation completed by the time
the new bridge is completed.
Bridge work is expected to starl
hefore the end of the year.

U. 8. Engineer Corps has
scheduled a public hearing in
City Council chambers for 2 p.m.

fing its pﬁslfiqn to u_rgtng 'hnstel Sept, 20 for ohjections or en-
in the relocation project, to con- dorsements of the new bridge. It

form with the construction pro-
sram on the proposed new U, S.
11 Evansville-Henderson Bridge.

However, a bone of contention
has arisen over the recommen-
dation the highway should enter
the city on the north via Willow
Foad,- a block east of the pres-
ent location on Farves, which is
highly developed in motels and
businesses, Business owners have
arganized to keep the routing on
Fares:

It has been pointed out, how-

aver, that alfthough business own-|

ers are offering to donate their

5 irhway  widening,

will be a duplicate of the pres-
ent bridge, built 100 feet down-
stream, At a previous Indiana
Highway Department hearing in
Evansville, no objections were
-aised to the oridge location.
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The Indiana Highway

that would be open in the
that in 1937.
The Chamber of Commerce

resolution to that effect yester
day at the suggestion of chair-
man Harry E. Thompson.

It was presented this afternoon
at a highway commission hear-
ing in City Halt on the relocation
of US. 41 through the city.

Riney Surprised

C. of C. highway committee for
years, said: “This is so obvious
I'm surprised the highway engi-
neers didn't think of it them-
selves.”

It was pointed out that during
the 1937 flood U.S. 41 South, from

iwas covered with water and im-
passable, but also was destroyed.
Since then a levee has been built
which would protect the highway
inside the city, but -not outside.
Present plans for the U.S. 41
relocation, and its development
into & super road meeting Inter-
state Highway System standards,
call for a route south out of the
¢ity along the line of Gilbert Ave-
nue. The plan calls for going over
the levee instead of cutting
through it, The levee top is 10
feet above the present road sur-
face.

The resolution the commission
received today proposes that
after going over the levee, in-
stead of coming down to the ex-
isting grade level, the relocated
|highway continue at levece-top
height.

Road Merger Cited

The C. of C. followed its cus-
tomary policy of refraining from
suggesting engineering detail.

It was pointed out, however,
|that the present plan for the re-
located highway calls for merg-
|ing with the existing road :youth

highway committee” adopted a

{located road be east of Willow

R. T. Riney, who headed thel*

{Evansville to the bridge, not only|-

Idedicated to- customer service—

[High-Water Thruway
On 41-South Urged

By ED KLIN G

;:fr} |
Comm:ssmn today recelved

a plea to give Evansville a thoroughfare to the south

event of a flood similar to

it only urged the highway relo-
cation program be started soon
4§ possible. |

Businessmen along Fares Ave-
nue, the present north entry
route, have organized top protesi
the recommendation that the re-

Road, putting it a block or more
zast of Fares.

Howard Sandusky, their attor-
ney, was to argue their invest-
ney, argued their investment of
more than $5 million in service
stations,” motels and other busi-
nesses «catering to travelers,
Slwould be virtually destroyed by
cerouting, -

200 Full- Time lumphtes

' The Highway 41-North Business-
men's  Association represents
maore than 60 businesses on the

existing Fares- Avenue toute he-
tween Pigeon Creek and Virgin-
ia Street, |
Sandusky said they gross more|
than $5 million a year, employ
800 persons full time, and have a
pavroll of $2.939463 per year.
Any substantial reduction in
earnings would have an impact
on the local and state tax strue-
ture, he said. From 20 service
stations on the strip, the state is
collecting ' $422,666 . per year in
state gas and fuel taxes.
At service stations- alone -the
payroll is- more lhan $400,000
Most of the €0 businesses are

the majority of it from trans-
ients, he said.

Sandusky’s argument made re- 1
peated relerence to the roulingi
farther east as a "fenced in”
highway. He means that its lim-
ited access- character would pre-
vent business from operating on

it, and that transienis  thus
would pass right through Evans-

|of Eagle Slough viaduct, which|ville to seek service elsewhere.

is more than a guarter of a mile
south of the levee. The resolution
calls for keeping the new road
at levee top height to that point.

The resolution doesn't suggest
that merger be abandoned. I
does suggest, however, that at
{least one lane from the merger
point southward to the bridge be
built above 1937 flood level assur-
ing Evansville of an epen thor-
oughfare,

The bridge, and U.S, 41 on the
Kentucky side of the river, are
above the flood level,

Today's relocation hearing was
condueted by Ross McCalley,
head of the Indiana Highway De-
partment's right-of-way section,
to hear suggestions, remon-
strances . and endorsements of
the proposed relocation.

Dodges Disagreement

The C. of C. committee, in a
statement prepared for the com-
mission, avoided taking part in
disagreement over the routing
at the north entrance to the ecity.

Y-25- |960
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@st night on a -fesolution which
vould have put them on record
n favor of elevating part of relo-
cated Highway 41 through the
city.

Their final action, they said,
would be defermined later when
it was learned whether the city
would have to pay the ‘increased
cost of elevating the highway be-
tween Division and Riverside.

The “highway on stilts” idea,
backed by the Mayor's Traffic'
ission, was originally pro-.
posed by Traffic Engineer Mel—
vin Pohlkotte.

In last night's meeting Polkotte
said the present ground level
plans for the relocation, estimat-
ed to cost 32 million, would be
“‘outmoded” before the new high-
way could be put to use. He esti-
mated the elevated highway|
would cost $6 million. )

Mayor To Investigate

In answer to a question from
Fourth Ward Councilman Joe|
O’Day, Pohlkotte said the ques-|\
tion ,of the city’s participation
had come up in discussion with}
state officials. Under originalf
plans the cost of the relocated}
highway at ground level would}
be borne by the State Highway
Commission and the Federal Bu-|
reau of Roads. i

Mayor Franw McDonald said hef
would be in Indianapolis next{
week and may learn more about
the proposal then,

In other business -last night,
the councilmen: . __ __

— PASSED an ordinnce am;u'o-i
priating $1.3 million for construc--
tion of storm sewers to serve the
area at Washington and New
Green River Road. Half of that
amount will be raised by bond is-
sue and the rest will be supplied
by the federal government.

— PASSED two ordinances al-.
lowing the transfer of funds with-
|in the Police Department and the
|city attorney’s office,

= APPROPRIATED $5000 to
'the city's revolving fund for fi-
\ancmg razing of condemned
' buildings.

— REZONED six acres at the
northwest corner of Diamond and
Heidelbach from residential to
neighborhood business at the re-
quest of Silverius Craig, who
plans a commercial develop-
ment,

— ADOPTED a resolution al-
lowing the city to borrow §300,000
from the Water Department this
month and another $300,000 in
September. The money must be
irepaid before the end of this
year.

— HEARD first reading of an
ordinance authorizing the pur-
chase, for $2962, of a piece of
right-of-way property needed for
widening Washington Avenue, be-
tween Stockwell and Newburgh
roads.

— HEARD first reading of an
ordinance approving a contracl
in which the city would allow the
|Mesker Steel Company to con-
struct a spur railroad track at
First and Clark streets.

— HEARD first eading of an
ordinance authorizing the trans-
fer of $11,000 within accounts of
the Fire Department so that two
new cars and a truck may be
bought.
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$20 Million Annucl Business Stakd,
In Decision on U.S. 41 Relocation

Lock of Like Action jdeveloped route, leaving restau
rants, molels, service stations and|{nto the Interstate System, ' Tnc

By Ky. Could Hurt |other installations on a side road.

Py D KLINGLER

obvious Kentucky has no such in-
At stake in the teruporary Ken-[tenlion of doing likewise, and will

tucky-Indiana stalemate ons the|leave its part of e Toule where|proposal.

Evansville.Henderson Dridge “and |it

now is, and with access ts ot

U.S. 41 improvemenl is an csti-
mated §$20 million annual busi-
ness done on the Indiana side of

“If Indiana docsn't handle it- p

Iy free of i

rises a big part of the business

self right a big part of that busi-| ' 1" o 41 would
ness is going lo Kentucky,” says Evansville rather than tum off
Joe Kalivoda, president of the| B "l " L0 nd g0 on into’

Highway 41 Businessmen's Asso-
clation.

Kentucky where they could stop

Kalivoda said a meeting of the| %" the main highway, Kaliwd{

p will be called within a fow
ays to insist the Indiana High-
way Commission take whatever|$

said.
Kentucky Highway Commis

foner Henry Ward, speaking in

,’;m- are mecassary Lo protect|Hfenderson last March 17, made
" M

the first public declaration that

o nt of
along the Indiana side of U.S, 41,|Kentucky bad changed signals

nd didn't plan U, 8. 11 has g

Question ot Standard limited access highway.

Crux of the problem is whether

That he hasn't changed his

relocated U, S. 41 on both sides|mind was brought out in Frank
of the river is to be built to In-|fort, Ky., yesterday when Hender-
terstate System standards, If jt{son and Ewvansville road boost.'

Is, the highway not only will bele
widened, but will provide limited |e!

ts conlerred with him io an
fort to get action on the new

access, meaning (raffic can get|Evansville-Henderson Bridge.

on or off only at selected points,

Harry E. Thompson of Evans-

Kaliveda pointed out today that|ville asked what eff i
Jast yoar when Indiana and Ken-|have if the U, sersc:tEhg R::::
tucky governors and highway de.|Bureau ordered the bridge ap-
partments agreed to share cost|proaches to be limited . access
of a new bridge, and to improve | thoroughfares.

a J. i !
t;cd nk}ate l; S, 41, it was with

A spectator replied:  “Then

& the imp there won't be amy bridge.
ment meet Interstate Sy st e m|Commissi Ward al the
standards, slatement to stard,

Indiana made its U, 8. 41 relo

Kaliveda said today expe

<ation plan on that basis. It called|Tience shows that where all bus-

for moving U. S, 41 almost two|iNCSS is off the main thorough

blocks east of the prosent higniy|fares no loss is involved (o those
continving in . business on the
commercial parallel,

“But it's a different story wher:

{some of the business is left ofr

1960, -that U. S. 41 be brought

burean rejected the proposal. Re
. i
Kalivoda said today “il’s now routing Interstate 24 shrough Ev.

ansville stands as aa altermate

Commissioner Ward has o
pressed the opinicn, however, that
. if Interstate 24 is rerouted through

Keatucky Would Benefit P . p
e river The nex sl woold be thatlS S B S SRR S
transient i -|41 ipiprovement unnecessary.

J'Ihe main thoroughfare, and somq
| nr:;l_u_im on,” he said. “Thase re-
imaining on 1 i

business," he ighvay get the

| Kaliveda  beliew

| eves  Hentue
may be deliberately delaying ':‘g
gionon:hohndg\oand!:.s.ﬂm=
?c.llion until Indiana has ad-|
vanced too far on jts relocation|
Dians to retreal. With this in
mind bm_ association has been fn-
\‘gﬁmx v s 4 through Evans.
ville be improved on the existing
:?It;tl‘v.\ This would give Evans.
JHlle an even break wit tucky
mﬂ};ﬂ;‘n\;‘y business, o Ken

ana Higoway Commis.

s’io::l never has publicly m:n!rl:l::
oS aware of the justice of thy
move, *

It

Keason, for Aetl
. on
would, however, explain the

cominission’s actin carlier this

Interstate 24 would :
4:. which would mm?m
of U. 3, 41 would be built 1o Ip.

terst,

ate standards,

Kentucky Commissioner Ward

bas balked at thig

Proposal, and

s holding up Ohip Ry
. 0 River
participation until the mal?:f'diiﬁ

_!'rsolrm. He told the

TSOn froup
ready 10 procecd §f
off th proposal,

He

““mystified” why

Evansville.
yesto §

he is
Indiana backs

fold the delegation ne was
¢ Indiana

Highway Commission made the

Inters

Kalivoda sajd toda

tate 21 proposal,
¥ indiang and

Kentucky had Petitioneg the U, §

Public Roads

Burcau on April 28,

T-6-194y
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.nut — two of the city's major

\

Plan Opposed

State Group Submits

Ne\n} 41 l;u

The State Highway Com-
mission has submitted an-
other plan for cross traffic|
along the U.S. 41 relocation|
project through Evansville.

The proposal ‘does not follow
the decision made in late 1963 by|

the < Technical _ Transportation
Committeé calling lor seven open
intersections along the new high-
way.

The commission’s proposal
would close Bellemeade and Wal-

Cross-Traffic

J

east - west thoroughfares — to
through traffic at relocated 41.
The local committee had wanted
these intersections left open argu-
ing that'to close them would shut
off two important east-west traf-
fic arteries.

According to Traffic Engineer
‘Melvin Pohlkotte, Walnut present-
ly carries 16,000 vehicles a day
and Bellemeade 9300. g

A COMMISSION engineer today|:
said the latest proposal is not fi-
nal, but merely a means to get
an “‘official” agreement between|
the state and city on what east-
west streets should be left open.

. The spokesman, who hasf
worked on the section of the proj-
ect between Franklin and the
sonth edge-of the city, said be
had received a letter from Ev-
ansville officials asking for Belle-
meade and Wainut to be left open.

“But he never received any-
thing official. We waited but noth--
ing ever came. So this proposal
was submitted. We are now ready
to move on the project,” he said.

The proposal is similar to one
the technical group rejected in
December, 1963, when local offi-
cials requested that Bellemeade
and Walnut also be left opem
along with five other cross
streets.

WHEN ASKED what the com-
mission would consider ‘‘offi-
cial,” the spokesman said a letter
from the mayor or the commit-
tee. “As I understand, the other
letter was unofficial,” he said.

He also said that the state does
not want to build anything to
hamper city traffic, but that
Bellemeade is within 400 feet of
Lincoln, which is scheduled to be
left open.

Leaving Bellemeade open too,
he said, would reduce the carry-
ing capacity of the new roufe.
However, it is possible to leave
it open if “they can prove it is
needed,” he added.

“This is the same proposal we
rejected in 1963, Pohlkotte said
of the latest plan, The traffic en-
gineer said he considers Walnut
as important as any of the cify’s
sast-west streets.

He added that Bellemeade,

when opened to Green River
Road, would he just as important.
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Road Group Still Asks Open Streets

Across 41 afq\zvgglnuf,' B

-_—2 BT

Local highway planners reaf-
firmed their demand that Wal-
nut and Bellemeade avenues
must remain Open across new
11.5. 41, but conceded the 1wo
east-west routes carry less traf-
fic than Division, Lincoln and
"Washington Avenue.

According to a report preé-
‘pared by the Technical Trans-
portation Committee, Division
Street is the heaviest used street
carrying more than 14,000 ve-
hicles a day.

Washington Avenue is second
with 13,000, then Lincoln with
11,500, Walnut with 10,500 and
Bellemeade with 9300, the re-
port stated.

The report lists local plan-

the Indiana Highway Commis-
sion not close Walnut and Belle-
meade at the new highway as
present plans call for.

THE HIGHWAY Administra-
tive Committee unanimously
approved the report yesterday.
It mostly lists city plans for fu-
ture street improvements —
particularly in the Civic Cen-

ellemeade

cent of the cost and the state
the remainder.

The preliminary study will be
a guideline for the comprehen-
sive study required by the fed-
eral act. The comprehensive
study, Traffic Engineer Melvin
Pohlkotte reported yesterday,
will cost $330,000 or more and
will take about two and a hal

ter arca,

The state commission's urban
planning chiel, Frank- Ester.
who attended the meeting, said
local planners have  now
completed all that has been re-
quested of them.

The commission will mow
“give every consideration” 1o

ners’ reasons for insisting that

Des No 1902709

the demand for Walnut anc
Bellemeade, Ester continued
“You'll be getting an answer.”

One visiting highway officia
said the answer will be read
“within a year."

IN OTHER BUSINESS, the
committee approved the bound
ary lines for traflic stdie:
which must be made to satish
the Federal Highway Acl o
1962.

The arca will include all ex
cept the extreme north edge ©
Vanderburgh County, pl
Newburgh, Chandler and Para
dise in Warrick Counly and ¢
iwo-mile strip along the ecas
edge of Pasey County.

Ester said the state will so0r
be ready to sign a contract with
an Indianapolis firm for a pre
liminary study of the are:
which is 1o cost §13,000 with the
city and county sharing 50 per

years o complete.

State Asks
U.S. Study

41 Relocation

LRI
4

fﬁ‘mﬁl‘lsﬁm}
éty ald ?m

East-West Crossings

By MEL RUNGE

The State Highway Commis-
sion has passed the ticklish
question of the Bellemeade and
Walnut intersections at pro-
posed relocated U. §. Highway
41 to the U. S. Bureau of Public |,
Roads. )

The bureau’s division engi-
neer for the Indiana area, Wil-|
liam P. Privette, said he will
push for a review of the mat-
ter 50 a recommendation can
be presented to the Evansville-
Vanderburgh County Technical |
Transportation Committee on|
Thursday.

In the state commission’s let-
‘ter to the bureau, the commis- |
sion suggests that new U. S. 41 |:
be “compatible” to the city’s|
planning for east-west streets.
However, the letter refers to|
“cross-overs” at both Walnut
and Bellemeade as projects that
would have to be undertaken by
the city, according to commis-
sion executive director Martin
Hayes. .

I~ THE “CROSS-OVERS" ap-
ently refer to overpasses, with-
out access to U. S. 41.

Local members of the Techni-
cal Committee have repeatedly
demanded that both Bellemeade
and Walnut, two major east-west
city streets, remain open across
the new highway.

| Preliminary state commission
plans for U.S. 41 showed both
jcut off by the new four-lane
highway. It has recommended
that traffic be allowed to cross
the new route only at Covert,
Washington and Lincoln at
ground 1evels and at Riverside
Drive and Division Street
through interchanges.

Local officials argue that it i
vital to Evansville’s traffic pat
tern to allow traffic to cros:
the new highway at Bellemeaide
and Wainut, They do not de
mand access to new U5, 4]
it these two points.

MAYOR FRANK McDonald
aid today the city would prob-
bly not be interested in building
verpasses at either Walnut or
jellemeade.

“I cannot say anything until
[ see the proposal, but it sounds
mighty expensive to me,” he
10ted.

Commission Chief Engineer
7. L. Ashbaucher said the let-
.er to the bureau does not rep-
'resent a final decision. “‘We will
probably have several meelings
with the Bureau to hash thi
thing eut,” he explained.

Hayes said every effort is be-
|ing made to reach a decision
on the matter because until the
;r;::em |:h;esulvad all de.sign{

on been
iy project has

Appendix F, Page 68 of 246



_‘ Its Fina!?él-!ui'dle'

Route 41 Design
For City Jumging

D= — .
What appears to be the very last obstacle in the design of
new U.S. Highway 41 through Evansville will probably. be elimi-
pated at a special meeting tomorrow of theCEvansville-Vander-
burgh County Technical Transportation Committee.
This report was so encouraging that Mayor Frank McDonalc
‘told City Council Tast night that
he hoped to see construction
started on the long-awaited
project this year.
Though construction hardly
appears’ possible in 1966, State
Highway Commission represen-
tatives may be buying right of
way along the Harlan-Gilbert
corridor later this year.
According to a state commis-
sion timetable, construction of
the new route inside the city
will not start until late 1968, A
section south of the Evansville
levee may begin a year earlier.
The multi-million dollar proj-
- ect has been discussed since the
_‘aate 1840s, It has encountered
numerous delays and has cre-
ated countless debates.

THE LAST HURDLE is the
design of the interchange at
Division Street — which some-
day is to be the eastern exten-
sion of the West Side Express-
way.

The design of the interchange,
& partial clover leaf, is the re-
sult of an earlier debate over
which cross streets should be
left open along the new high-
way.

The cross street controversy
was the result of the decision
to build the route on the ground
and not on silts as advocated
by Traffic Engineer Melvin
Pohlkote.

*- -Pohlkotte- said last night that
he would recommend to the
technical committee that it ac-
cept the state commission’s de-
sign of the Division interchange.

“IT IS NOT the best, but we
can live with it,” the traffic en-
gineer noted after returning
from a day with commission de-
sign engineers.

Pohlkotte, City Engineer
Charles Day and County Sur-
veyor Sam Biggerstaif met with
the designers to ‘discuss how
traffic would be handled at the
interchange, which limits all
turns to two corners.

The commission had to limit
turning movements to two cor-
ners to meet local demands that
nearby Walnut Street not be
closed at the new route.

Though new U.S. 41 will go
over the proposed expressway,
there will be left turns across
traffic at two spots on the Di-
_vision Street route.

MAYOR McDONALD said the
state commission will be able to
send the project to its right-of-
way buying department within
30 to 45 days of the technical
committee’s decision.

Two factors could still delay
the project.

The first is the Federal High-
way Act of 1962 which requires
communities of Evansville's size
to have a comprehensive trans-
portation study to qualify for
federal road building funds,

Without federal funds, new
U.S. 41 could not be built.

Though preliminary work has
been started, Evansville has not
reached a point in its transpor-
tation study where it can meet
the requirements of the act.

A second factor which could
mean serious delays is the buy-
ing of right of way. If the state
commission has trouble acquir-
ing the more than 600 properties
needed for right of way, the
project could be tied up for some
time,

The cost of right of way has
been estimated at more than $4
million and construction at $6.75
million.

Des No 1902709
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!nghway 41 North. The bank-
fruptcy petition was approved

il Sullivan, Inc., states that it ap-
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Mo’rel Owner'
Cites 41 Plan
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The owner nf a Highway|
41 motel in the city claimed the|
proposed relocation of the high-
way through the city has
hampered attempts to sell the
business promptly a sed|:
the firm to file g bankruptcyj
petition.

The claim was made in a

hearing yesterday by owners of
the Donna Court Motel at 2416

yesterday by U.S. District Judge
Cale J. Holder.
The petition, filed by Mrs.|

pears relocation of the high-
way is definite and the motel
is in a valuable position but
that time has not permitted sale
for a ‘“‘satisfactory price.” The
owner values the property at
$230,000.

James G. Brown is president]
and general manager of the|
corporation. He and his family'
live in.an apartment at the;
motel, which they have oper-|
ated since 1951. |

The petition was filed after|
the Evansville Federal Savings|
and Loan Association notified|
Brown it would foreclose on the|
mortgage it holds on the motel.|

The petition states the owner is|
four installments behind on they
mortgage, which has an un-|
paid principal balance of §116,-
798.05. -

Judge Holder allowed the
corporation to continue posses-
sion of the property and en-;
joined all creditors from fore-
closing on debts until a final

decree 1s entered.
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Dedication ceremonies
open relocated us. 41

By doe Barber

New ‘traffic parerns ‘:_re)za.n evolving
for the city today as Evansville's largest
arterial highway — relocated US. 41 —
was {ully ‘opened in: dedication ceremo--
nies this mummg

The opening of & section hctween Vir-
ginia and Southlane Drive tied fogether
séctions of the four-lane highway which

were. opened - earlier this Fear ‘at the
‘The

morth and south ends of the city.
north-south arterial, which fulfills plans
begun more tham 2 ‘vears agn, stretches
.53 “miles from: Pigeon Créek ip the
Hentucky state line through the ¢ity and

cost more than $11 million including -

“hridze work. : :
“At the ceremonies -today - the ‘Bosse

High Sehool band played while the rib:

bon was cut By A V. Burch,a former

‘memiber -of the “state highway commis-

sign. from: Evansvilie. :
Ameong the other officizls gn hand

were Highway ﬁnmmnssmeﬁliarnld Me-
Cﬂtchanf Mayor Russell Lioyd; Lt. Gova-
eIeC

nbert Ore of ‘Evansville; John -

-Barnett, district highway “engineer; and
the project engincers, Victor Coleman,
Ray Bunrer and Dale Lucas. -

Among those invited: but not appear-
ing were Gov. Edgar Whitcomb;  Ruel
Steele,. chairman of the . state highway
commission, and ‘R. H. Harrell; execu-
tive director of the cornmission.

“The crowd included atiout 100 persmr.

who stood around for the ceremotiies

plus-about ‘30 more Wwho stayed in thefr
cars parkied along the new road.
Incleded in the crowd were tan do'e-

“gations with picket signs. One group of

six or seven had . signs  protesting: the
middle. sthool: plan system . for the local
school system and the other held:signs
promoting. g local  beauty  school. The
middle school protesters refised to” iden.
‘Tify themselves or make: any. comment.

MeCurchan was asked before the pro-
gram siarted what Evansville residents
can expect in the way of state highway
construction in the - future, now. that-the
H-year campaign for relocated 155, 41
is completed. :

62 to Mt. Vernon, extending the Pennsyl-
vania and Diamond -~ Avenue Ex.
pressways to the Green River Road
wrea, improving U5, 40 betweén. here
and Princeton by adding merging lanes,
mmplmnm of I-64 and:hmshing prelmmi-
nary engineering for 1-184° from  Elber-
feld to Southlane Drive east of the city.
Rejocated 1.5, 41 is wider, has fewir
stoplights on if, and.is crossed by fewer
streets than old U.5. 41, which lies bout
two blocks west of the new. route. The
new arterial is not o throughfare, how-
ever, having a H-miles-an-hour specd
limit and 18 stoplights through the city.
City and state traftic engineers say

traffic — especially the heavy trocks —

tucky through the south half of the city
and Fares through the north. 7t will also
be designated on signs as “1.S. 41 Busl-

ness Route’ for the berefit of business
owriers. long - established on- the older-

highway.
Highway officials sa_',, the:,. expect DH
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“the busy - Erterial

. The program outlined’ by mtutchan_
calls for completion of four-laning- Ind.

new U.5. 41 will take the bulk of the

off old-U.5. 41: The: alder route will be-
come. & city street, desigrared ‘as: Ken- -

vision ‘Street -and Diamund Avenue,. lhc

only two easl-West- overpasses over the
mew route, to carry. much mere traflic

45 moloTists use the OVerpasses 1o aviid
Twenty-even  easi-
west secondary :.meets ‘deadend “at ruew
1.5, 41, 2

The new route should ::&!. in_half the
time Tequired ‘to travel ‘lrom  Pigeon
Creek to- Southlane Drive. A test drive
along ‘the old Toute early today took 14
minules and 25 seconds. Traveling ihe

new mute a.fter it npened took 7 minutes

and 50

Homeowners along 41

wantfs Ian@%ﬂﬁed

About 50 hnmeowners on
!ht},g;togs streets along new
U.S; -4 told th
commissiol
; like to have their
prppe;:rt;es zoned commercial,
so: they. could sell them and

get away from all the noise
-and traffic congestion created

by the new highway.,
” Their request did not meet

.with much favor from the

professional planners,  who
said .they are proposing the

‘corridor along the highway

~remain residential,

.construction of apartments

and other “related” land

-uses, |’

-

| donl: think people realize
what residential zoning al-

‘lows,'' said zoning aide

. Blaine

“Ernie” Ermspiger.

for future -

"It can t:-e hlgh deﬂ?:y apart-
ments, office buildings, clin-
ics, hotels, motels and tourist
homes.”

Most of the homeowners at
the meeting reside on Wash-
ington and Lincoln avenues
near the new highway, with
several .from other .cross

-streets south of Division.

The meeting, held at Bosse
High School, was a public
hearing on the commission's
proposed new master devel-
opment  plan for the aren
bounded by Kentucky Ave
nue, Division Street, Vann
Avenue and the south city
limits.

Citizen complaints about
the noise and traffic problems
created by the new highway
dominated the session, how-
ever, and. only brief dis-
cussion was given to the vari-
ous aspects of the plan con-
cerning proposed future zon-
ing and- land use patterns in
other sections of the area.
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Noisy

By Roberta Heiman
Press Staff Reparter

The big trucks grind their gears,
send out a cloud of exhaust and roll on

1o the W locks away.
Mr. and Mrs. Jewell Houstoidof 1156
. er listen agal the rattle of

dishes, pots and pans in’ their kitchen
cabinets, and wonder how long it will
take before their plaster starts to crack.

Steve Wilder and his wife at 1215 E.
Powell turn their stereo up a little

louder.

Mrs, Henry Purdie of 643 S. Fares
and her visiting neighbor, Mrs. Agnes
‘Lichtenfeld of 637 §. Fares, yell so they
can be heard. .

And sometimes when police. and fire
department cars with sirens go past in
the middle of the night, it “wakes you up,
and you think you're falling out of bed,”
Mrs. Donald Zirkelbach of 1150 Lincoln
exclaimed.

All these Evansville homeowners live
next to relocated U.S. 41, In their words, -
the experience is “terrible.”

Noise—especially the noise from the

trucks—is their major complaint. They
have been subjected to [he pounding
roar and din of heavy traffic day and
night, As one highway neighbor said dis-
gustedly, *“You can't even enjoy living
here anymore.”
. Despite a new féderal requirement
 that state highway departments provide
neise barriers, by planting trees or
shrubs, along new highways there will
be no such relief provided along new
US. 41. The federal requirement went
into effect last July and did not apply to
roads already under construction.

| Ron Morrisan, assistant project engi-
neer for the portiod of the new highway
frem Franklin Street south to Southlane
Drive, said, grass is the only thing the
state highway department is going to

Friday, March 30, 1973

st e 3'?}0“]‘:!
Homeowners complain about U.S. 41

neigﬁhbof:

plant in that stretch of the highway:
right-of-way. .
The Evansville Board of Realtors,
concerned that the new highway is the: -
only part of Evansville some people
ever see, have volunteered to plant 500
dogwood trees along the entire route
through the city. Bul board president :
Bill . Kattmann said there may be a °
problem working out the details with' the -
state highway maintenance department.
“If we can't get their co-operation, We
can't plant the trees. They would be cut -
down,” he said. R
Operation City Beautiful has gained
eo-operation from the highway depart-
ment in planning landscaping of hi
‘way approaches into the city, with val- -
urteers providing the materials and Jas
bor, but that won't help alleviate. the .
problems for homeowners such as the °
Houstons and Mrs. Lichtenfeld, il
The Houston's home is just a few feet .
from the highway right-of-way fence, :
“The noise is terrible,” Houston sdid, -
“And every time a truck goes by it rat-
tles all the dishes and pots and pans.in
the cabinets. If we keep all the doors .
and windows shut it helps cut down the
noise, but what are we going to do thig -
summer?” "~ < : ..

Chandler Street now dead-ends at
Houston's driveway, and cars have dams |
aged his lawn turning around. “I put up:-

rricades in. my drive,” he said, “but
people got right out of their cars and
moved them.” ‘e

The couple is retired and would like
to sell their house and move. “1 could
never sell it for what I've got invested
in it, though,” Houston said, “so I guess
we'll have to stay." : ~

Mrs, Lichtenfeld, has lived in her -
home since 1921.. The new highway goes -

what used to be part of her :
front yard. In addition, the highway con- -
struction resulied in relocation of the-Il-7

Turn to Page 4, Column 1

THE EVANSVILLE PRESS

M. nd Mrs, Jowall

staff Phote by Don Gaedekar
R R

Housten

" More about

Noisy neighbor

Continued from Page 1 . '

linols Central Railroad tra
her house.

cks closer to

"“For 40 years I heard them talk

me tell you, it's a fright.

ay,” she

__ about building this new highway,
said, “and how grand it would-be.Let - . -

It's terrible.

/

The noise from the trucks. The dust and
the dirt. And the train tracks almost
come in my house. But I'm stuck. I
couldn’t sell this property now. A person
‘would have to be crazy to buy it.” ~

Mrs. Purdle said since the highway
opened she and her husband “make a
concentrated effort to keep all doors and .
windows closed, to keep out the noise. .
Those trucks go barrelling through at all - - -
hours, You can't stand out and talk to
hn:ig:;ram without yelling.” You ecan't

She also complained about “the odor
— a terrible gaseous smell — on mur-
ky days, and we're afraid it's going to
get worse,”

Mrs. Zirkelbach’s home is the third
house east of the highway, said “even-
when the house Is shut up and the fur-
nace is rtunning, we still hear the
trucks,” She and her husband “hepe
someday our corner will be zoned com-
mercial, so we can sell this hiouse and
move,” she said.

Wilder's house is about seven feel
from the right-6f-way fence. To drown
out the noise, he and his wife turn up
the stereo or TV louder than normal.

But there's other problems about the
highway that worry him, he said.

+ “Bosse High School kids who live on the

west side of the highway walk right
across the middle through that busy
traffic, and climb the fence, as a short-
cut to school. It's dangerous and some-
eone’s going to'get hurt.”
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Ri, 41 prioriti
VPR 99197
Somewhere in the maze of red
tape ‘that wraps 108 aher the many
units of government and quasl-gov-
ermuneat there is an answer to the
troubles that now beset prop_efly
owners along_new US. 41. We're
glad to seqRaymond Andcgs—:_:_h_.:ex-
ecutive director fUie redevelop-
ment commission, trying to find that
answer. ;

It was Mr. Andersen’s commis
sion which notificd the owners thay
must refurbish their property S0 as
to present 4 more congenial aspt:::ct
10 passing meiorists and trucks.
That was putting the cart much be-

es reshuffled

fere the horse in that the property
owners were themselves victims of
the constrection.

Mr. Andersen now has eased off
and is trying to get an improved
traffic flow (o reduce the noise and
potivtion, He is golng after a screen
or buffer of trees along the new
road. AN

We hope he'll show his historic
determination in this search. Some-
one must also provide for proper
drainage ateng the highway.

Then there will be a better case
for asking property owners to paint
sir garages.
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Bosse students, officials agree
crossing at U.S. '

By Mike Jones

- taff Reporter
Bosse High School stydents and ad-
minstrators appear satisfied with the In-

diana Highway Department’s improve-
ments on the nearby intersection of U.5.
41 and Washington Avernue,

Final work was done about two weeks
ago on the intersection which had been
considered dangerous by many of the
students who use it.

Firdt improvements on the inter-
section  began shortly after an early
March meeting between a student coun-
cil comnmittee and state district traffic
engineer H. Lee Higgins of Vincennes.

After hearing complaints by students,
the highway department agreed to work
on the intersection.

Most complaints dealt with the fact
that there was no sidewalk on the north-
east cormer of the intersection and as a
consequence students had to wait either
in the street or on a muddy shoulder for
the light to change,

There were also complaints that the
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green light time on Washington Avenue
was too short for safe crossing.

- A few days after the mecting, the
highway department painted new cross-
walk lines in the intersection and erected
highway signs warning U.S. 41 drivers of
the school zone intersection.

Paving of parts of the intersection
was 10 have started in early April, but
wet weather postpened it by about three
weeks.

The paving work was finally com-
pleted about™two weeks ago, according to
student council adviser James Trader.
He said the highway department paved a
radius on the problem northeast corner,
and also paved all the islands in the in-
tersection.

“I think it's about as safe as they can
make it," he said. “The students don't
seem to have much trouble getting
across now."

The preen light time on Washington
Avenue was also increased by two sec-
onds on Mar. 19, Higgins said from his
Vincennes olfice.

promise of noise relief

By Gene Clabes
Press Staff Reporie

Complaints by propecty owners along
new U.S, 41 avout neise from the traffic
has resulted in & promise from the state
highway depariment to do someshing
zbout the problem.

Chief Highway Engineer N, W. Stein-
kamp said today that noise measuning
equipment will be set up along the new
laghway within the next few weeks to
determine the level of noise pollution.

The results of thot study will be us.cd
to decide whare to plant trées as a noise
buffer for the }musis}g near the highway.

Steinkamp also said highway engi-
yeers are luoking into the drainage
problems that have davelopel along the
new highway at several locations.

‘The promisa of aclicn on he nolse
problems were caused by the new four-
lane highway came in response to a 1;!-
ter sent t odistrict engineer Lee Higgins
un April 24 (by_Raymond Andecsts,” eX-
ccutive director o] ihe Todevelopment
cammission.

Ancersen became involved in the
residents’ concern over noise poliution
and drainage after his commission upset
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residents in the area with letters 1o
about 3% rty owners along e new
U.S. 41 ordering Improvements tol lhel(r

rty. The letters Were sent im at-
g:m‘;s to imprave the city's image with
persans driving throagh. X

Property awners complained bitterly
about the letiers. Andersén in responze
semt inspectors to wvisit the property
owmers and decided *... their main
complaints are abaat the highway, nm’.,
about our housing Inspecticn program,
b= said,

“But I agree with the homeowners.
There's definately a problem with noise
pollution. I think the highway depart-
ment should pat in some type of appro-
priate screening to reduce the prodlems
it is creating.”

Andersen  received a  letter from
Steinkamp yesterday assuring him that

was on the way.
m‘?‘\ve are now.w);parlns plans to Jand-
scape this pocticn of U.S. 41 (near Saouth
Harlan Avenue),” Steinkamp said.

Te said in an Interview teday by tele-
pheae that trees also would be planted
at other locatlons aloag the new high-
way.

Washington Avenue green light time
is now 46 seconds from 7:30 a.m. to 9
am. and from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., he
said, and 26 seconds for the rest of the
day.

1.'I:t'ielitl ‘signs at the intersection —
which permit north-south U.S. 41 traffic
to turn right onto Washington Avenue
whether the light is green or red — will
remain, according to Higgins. He said
the traffic flow would be hampered with-
out them.

Students had complained that cars us-
ing the yield lanes often cut them off as
they tried to cross the intersection.

Gretchen Elmendorf, 17, of 1038 E.
Powell, chairman of the student council
committee that met with the highway de-
partment in March, said that improve-
ments to the intersection were a great
help and crossing is no longer the prob-
lemn it was.

Miss Elmendorf, a senior, said she
crosses the intersection almost every
day.
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State highway officials were to be
questioned later today about when prop-
erty owners alopg; the new US. 41 can
expect rebef frem poise and dramnage

prob i s vew highway.
Ruymond Ande xecutive direc-
tor o ¢ recdevelopment  commission,

suid he planned 10 question highway offi-
clals at a meetng of the Southwestern
Indiana and Kentucky Regionad Courcil
of Governments  Technical  Trans-
portaton Commttee.

On Apnl 21 Andersen had asked the
Eate to take action on the prodblems and

 Officials face ques

fioning on
Ry us. 4l

CRRIneeT N W Stesmkamp tkat the drnme-
age and nose prodblems were being in-
vestigated

“The state promised me a maonth ago
some achion wenld be taken but appar-
ently they haven't done anvthing.” Ane
dersen said. 'l plan 0 keep asking the
question until something 15 done.”

Lawrence Cooper, chiefl of roadside
development for the state highway de-
pariment, Sad last week that plans for
trees along the route were being drawn
up bt the siate has no meney to land-

scape the ares now  He said work oould
possibly start this fall

Andersen sad be 2lso plans o ask of-
fictals why, If the landscaping can’t be
done, doesn’t the stare cut the weeds be
tween Diamond  Avenue and  Dovisioa
Street.

In addition, Andersen said, he wamts
to know why the speed it on the new
lpghway s 40 mules per hour

*I can travel 55 miles an hour on Dia.
mond Avenue.” he swd. "It Seeas o me
that an mcrease i speed hmit on new
U.S. 41 would be proper,™

By Gene Clabes.
. . Breas Bl Becortes
The .. .:Lh.‘ﬁLF'\-J:_:_{';hMIL.—-TIrI‘mLF

| ity ‘traffic engineer.

the ‘comstruction of the opew J5: 4! it
" ground level would
Cprobloms to the city.’

Third - and - Walnut strests over Pohi
kotte's clamior for an v!cﬂ":lrs::l: imm"l
access highway.
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e was walking about after all.

WS j:lm]:lht.'f.tl." e )
|"the -early 18A0°s when he prrwllrlr'{l thae

"Just hand thie !mﬁﬂ.-'_-

.- It has been more thanw 10 5‘{-'"11‘5 Singe!
“the’ debate crupted at the old city hall et

But city officials nm 44_.l_‘4.. thﬂ'-'

1 overpasses

mwhp Ihe fr:rrr,n?;r cngmwr mm(- '-'-hat

Keith - Lochmueller; ity _trans- ‘)
portition” planner, - sdid: today that Sthe
*pleiation of streets crossing the new U5
-4} miay e the ofly ansier 10 eising lt'u: :
increasing accident rate dlong the high

Lochimuelier sad that incomplete po- . ‘
lict “records  show thit the mtwm:-.:tmns
-along the: new . mghwu}r ﬂrc mmml l‘hr:
tity s 22 most dangerils
Corkimuéller said, b iE- pmparn,a i
“sipdy-of thie traffic prablems on the new
deteraiy- fuded duginsay g Mayur. Hudeo
el Uuyd in-which-he will make: rm:im-
mendiinns on 'I:H'.HA thc ﬂlmath}ﬂs Cili b
_mpmw di.:
“-However, He ‘1r|-ilj ihat oni ‘ol ti‘e 1-'.13}'
alterniatives: will have fo be the ‘::ms:rm—
“fion of ar’ lodst- ofie or Two Dverprsses it
“fy intersections ~soch -ds - Lincoln - and.
‘Walfiit:* He estimates-the -cost could run.
hetworn $20; [H'.l} and S“z: rﬂiﬂh:ln per inteér-
:ﬂmmn ]

“The qrnp ]:g‘ms ni::ng. ihé Tl:md. ATE
‘Just tho close;”™ he said; .:Tld '[hc l‘-‘[K!'Ed
nn the highwaiyis just too fast.™
e The speed | WMt was: rm:n:'»
creased From 500 G0 m.jh

Lochmiueller’s Tigures show that 'ti‘.‘il‘rl.ll
40,000 vehicles tuse  the- 'Righway daily.’
‘eomparad ln ab‘i‘lL" lf.mu J:hut ased me
nIdL 5.41; LAy

Ihe suh,rerr t’:nr"ie upr }'u:l:fma} .;r ::
ﬁﬂfﬂljf hwrd m!}unng.

2 L]
e
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Stagnant pools of water
on 41 to be drained soon

Those mosquito-producing. Sauer said the drainage im-
stagnant poui§ of water near provement will probably re-
Southlane Drive on U. 5. 41 sult in the city getting an ad-
W&d- ditional six months out of the

Jesse Dunville.oworks landfill since some of the site
board execulive director, said s flooded by the water.
today the state highway de- Since new U. S. 41 opened
partment has agreed to build  in 1972 the water has stood in
a drain for the pools which the area. Property owners
will funnel rain water into the  have complained but the state
Lodge Avenue pump station. had not agreed to improve

In a related development, the situation until about two
works board president Hank  weeks ago. f],a

/Prainage top priority listed
by new U.S. 41 neighborhood

Solving drainage problems created by new U.S. 41
was listed by the Bellemeade-Bayard Parks Neighbog-
Jhood Association as the top priority for federal funds to be
spent in the area this year. . :

Meeting last night, the group decided to seek a meet-

. ing with sewer department representatives te request
storm drain openings be unclogged, to better handle water
from the highway.

The 4i-block neighborhood around Bellemeade and
Baya_rd Parks is scheduled to receive $100,000 in federal
Hqusmg and Community Development funds from the city
this year for public improvement projects.

-14-(1
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el TSI =

Borries favors

o f Y
AT A 1074
UG ! btsa %]

trees on U.o.

Plapting trees along us 4 wli\hin 1he
city limits |s emzential to carb noise poliu:
tion in the ared, Richard “Rick” Borres,
pemocrat candidate oY FIrst Ward coun-
cllman. saxl ast mght,

Speakirg at a Youth for Hays meeling
2t Democratic Headquarters, Borries
called for the creat:on of a “green belt
along the sides of the nighway bothto block
o traffic noise and ensure more privacy
for residents.

Charging the stiate highway department
was slow in making such impovements,
Borries sail the oty adminiscriation shoukl
demard fast action from the stizte In plam-

ing the trecs and plants.
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Vehicles speed through chonging troffic
lights on U.5. 41 in Evansville. Graph shows
the drometic increase in the number of

crashes an the route dur'mg- 1974.

U.S. 41

Z2—/— 1977
By Tim Graham
Pigii ToH Reporbir

Cars and trucks collided 48 times at
U5 41 intersections in Evansville last
year.

That's a 55 per cent increase from the
31in 1975, And the increase came in & vear
when overall, preliminary police statistics
show that traffic accidents in Evansville
declined slightly.

According to police statistician Mrs,
Virlene Kerr, truck drivers were at faull in
two-thirds of the 48 car-truck accidents on
105 41 last year

When you ask Evansville transporta-

Skal chor by John $mith

Lin Evansville 4

A::idanls on U.5. 41

Dymaad  Moegem Cols rh-.. Vepma  Welw

Lugain iﬂm«w;vﬂw F'-u.-u:: Souhiome

tion planners why trucks cause so many of
the accidents, they like (o answer with a
shtory.

It's about how
director of ¢

E; oS earned about the truck
[l m after narrowly avoiding disaster.
The areas chief lransportation
planner atlended a meeting several years
ago during which several irate citizens
complained about trucks disregarding red
lights and barreling through intersections
on L1841,
Lochmueller shrugged off their com-

plaints and spoke in the jargon of transpor-

More about

U.S. 41 crashes up 55 per cent

Continued from Page 1

ably been guilty of it myself,” Danks said.
“We get tired of stopping at all the lights
and waiting in line, So we go too fast or try
to Fun through the intersection as the Light
turns red.”

Police say privately that one reasen for
the big increase in accidents last vear is
because truckers are fed up with Evans-
ville's traffic lights.

1 really can't say that 1 blame them,”
one police officer said. “In this day and
age, in a major city like Evansvilie, you
would think there could he some sort of
synchrenization of the traffie lights. But it
never happens, and trucks are tived of it.”

Mrs. Kerr, the polich statistician, says
the biggest cause of accidents on U8, 41 is
freckers running through red lights. “it's
hard to say exactly, because nol everyone
at fault i an accident s ticketed,” she
explained. “But T would say well over half

Des No 1902709

are because someone ran through a light.™

Residents whe live near 105 41 are
worrhed about the trucks and the number
of accidents.

“The trucks goat a terrific speed, espe-
cially at night,” said Mrs. Robert . Moore
of 1217 Washington, “T think sometimes
they must go 80, I don't see how they can
stop at that speed when the light changes,
they're 50 heavy, This house jost rumbles,
If theey ever hit someone, they'd probably
knock them about a block.”™

Transportation planner Michael Hin-

ton says studies are now under way to sed

what can be dene about U5 41, One part of
this study will be to make recommenda-
tiors to change the traffic lights.

“There's no guestion that they (the
lights) are a big problem,” Hinton said.
“But there's nothing we can do ourselves
about il. The state has control over the

road, 50 we can’t uch those lights.”

crashes up 55 pct

tation planners. He said, in effect, that the
truckers weren't the real problem.

But on his way home that night, be was
crossing 1.5, 41 on Walnut when a truck
running through a red light almost hit the
fromt of his car. The néxt morning. Loch-
mueltler announced to his staff that be was
convineed trucks really
wére a problem.

Police Lt. Jack Danks Bays the biggest
cause of aecidents on U8, 41 is motorists
trying to beat the lights.

“It happens all the time, and I've prob-

Turn to Page 3, Column 1
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Elevation o

By Herb Marynell
Praus it eparier

. Construction of an elevated US. 41

from Division to pear Washington Avenoe

s belng propased for 1589 to 1993 In the

. EI:M& area’s highway dovelopment
: plan

The elevated U S 41 proposal comes at

& time whin city and county offieials are

being urged to move more quickly on ele-

nranng U5, 41 to make the highway sl[a'

M\‘m
| development plan Ionlgm ataT3a lneeung

Ml-'f }:

of U.S. 41

s-9-/97

of the tr poltey at
Mm_r:el:imﬂmu.n‘

proposal calls for prelimisary engi-
‘moering on an clevated U.S. 41 from 1984 to
1988 with sctusl eonstruction to follow
from 1089 50 1903

The policy committee has the aption to
o1urlh umlngod

Evansville chy councilman  Michael
Vandeveer last night that the eity

orities™ and move the
elevated S, § project Forward “even if
we have to cul back om other present

number of traffic accidents and
ddeaths on U5 41 “is 3 bad situation and it

AN

Lincoln

Proposal 1
$7 million

Ry

Proposal 2
$11.2 million

mwda o oecess

Shaded areas on mops show proposals for elevating ULS. 41
More about

Elevated 41 urged

Continued from Page I
ng the list of offscials caliing for immedi-
action.

ane

id he agreed with circuit
Judge William Mdl‘l.u‘ that the 1.8, 41 situa-
lloll Wias an “emergent:
Her yesterday ea’il.ed om the county
mmmlulmu to increase the numulu.uw

U.5. 41

mpymedn“eem;loramsnuyum
when Miller made kis appeal, and Ossen-
berg said today tbe action couldn't be
reversed.

or said be was “tolally in agrecmen” with
these, including Miller, wha say something,

Divisian

mist be done to remedy

Miller sald Loday waiting to start coa-
stroction in 10 (o 18 years was “unreason-
able.

m:;mme;ummumwc
meeting of the transportation nlady
agency's policy mumwt tee and
agency possibility o ulu\l
tederal highway wluty funds for the

{8
e said e mmummy' endorses
ll.IJber': call for bmmsediate acth
city emlml.men last. night =Wed

it Is possible wme ltoem'l Jughwiy ulﬂy
money might be

The pew U.S I! npened In December
1972 and from the outset bocal officials said
the ay was outmoded. {ne motorist
using U8 41 lhe first day called the high-
way “1he biggest lemon that's been dropped
on this town. ™

The 6.23 mile stretch thr the city
cost about $12 millicn lo build and was
more than two decades in the planaisg. An
average of more than 30,000 vehiches a day

mmmr US. 41 bad a check-
ered background, with disagreement
batween loeal and state officials on how the.
project should be dome.

i the early 1960s Melvin Pohlkote, the
city traffic engineor from 1961 until his
death in 1987, had fought unsucessafull lor
an elevated U5 41, saying a ground

‘Washington

Proposal 3
$16.6 million

‘st hand the traffic prob-
In the end Poblkotte's prediction proved

urate.

But the bastle over U5 41 didn't stop
there. AL oae time the state propased hav-
Ing just thres cross sireets intersectirg U5
41 and city officlals had to fight to have
mare access streets 1 the highway.

Also at one point there was a proposal to
have more access streets than were bullt.

Des No 1902709

Other highway stories
Judge Wilkiam Miller steps up his
attack on the design of U.S. 41. Page 5,

The Division Street eost widening

praject it apparently revived. Page 5.
Gow. Bowen announces a crockdown
gmtmclu.?am“.

Bowen

pln worse,” Vandeveer said. m\’nder{hz&wy and four have been
Police records show that three persons  killed so far
mnmuummuouuxmumr City pol hwmmwm

paigns aganst speoders and vehieles run-
the

intersec.
for a while
the speeding and
mmdmuwu:mmau!w

proposal pendisg
ransportation study include ehe.
vating US. il from Division to between
Bellerneade and Washington, ﬂill would
cost an estimated $7 mﬂlhuomn&mpnp
als include elevating US. 41 from Division
o south of at a cost of $11.3
million or elevating U S. 41 from Columbia
tosouth of Washington at $16.6 million.

Broposed for 1989-93

rée proposals also include cl
ﬂfChlumhl.l and Riverside cross tratfic Imtg

h.lﬂlwl:r at l.lnmln Averue There would be
™0 acoess to the elevated highway at Wal-
mut and Bellemeade.

Lochmueller estimated construction of
an edevated U5, 41 would take about two
years. But, bo said, the question is where the
money for the project would come from.

The drive to improve US. 41 appeared
tobe galning momentam ,with coun.
ty commissioner Thomas Ossenberg join-

Tura to Page 5, Column 2
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Roads:

Elevation of U.S. 41

given another boost

By L.D. Seiis
Bress Stat Rencrter
A campaign to speed up elevation of 1.5
41 for about three-fourths of a mile in Evans-
ville got another boost last might with the
announcement that an effort would be made
to revise the cumulative bridge fund tax rate
to help finance the project.
County commissioner Thomas Ossenberg
said yesterday that the commissioner's
m:}:h‘tmmtbﬂlrmuﬂmthmuﬂherale

at 15mn'slntth£ ........
committes

asked county attorney Edwin
Smith to check the law to see if the action
eould be rescinded. .

Such action would clear the way for the
commissioners {o increase the rate to 25 conts
to ide funds to elevate 11.5. 41 from north
of Division Street to south of Bellemeade or
Washington avenues. There would be access to
the elevated highway at Lincoln Avenue but
not at Walnut and Bellemeade.

a member of the transporta-
tion agency policy , also Infroduced
arasnluumcamngfornpcﬁthnm:ta.teand
federal highway agencies, to Senators Birch
Bayh and Richard Lugar, and to §th District
Rep. David Cornwell for assistance in finane-
ing the project. Cost of the 108 41 elevation
has been estimated at from $8 million to more
than £7 million.

The elevation of the highway has been
proposed by the transportation agency, but its
proposal calls for construction to start in 10 o
15 years

Both Ossenberg and cirenit Judge William
Miller called the T1.8. 41 situation “eritical” in

Wtem
appeared at Monday's meeting of
the commissioners to urge the increased

Des No 1902709

bridge fund tax for the project, but arrived
after the board had voted to continue the 15-
cent rate.

“If we have emergencies with sewers, we
get the money,” Miler said. "I we have
mwwiﬂﬂhhnqmgulhem
Those deal with

Miller sald the L'IE, 41 sltuation is an
emergency, too, and the numerous traffic
aceidents on it involve people and suffering as
wellupmpﬂtj'hm

The policy committee unanimouosly
appmred Ossenberg’s resolution seeking
financial assistance and city councllman Rob-
ert Davies, a committee member, said he
would seek to have the city erect billboards to
warn drivers of the hazardous stretch of high- I'

way.

said he had asked the -
tation agency director, Keith Lochmueller, to
investigate the possibility of Federal Highway

the Federal Highway Administration, said
today Indiana receives only $4 million to $5
million a year in such funds, which are nor-
mally nsed to remove roadside hazards, but
declined to rule out the
be used for elevating 41, He said he knew of no
ease in which the “high hazard” funds had been
used for such a project, however.,

Gibson said he knew of no reason why
elevation of 41 would have any effect on plans
for Interstate 164 to the east of Evansville,
Hince no to 41 woald male it
satisfactory for carrying all the traffic. I-164
would provide a north-south bypass around
Evansville.

The guestion of a conflict between the

was raised privately vesterday, but
Gibson dismissed any likelibood of one project
affecting the other.

-'5’-;0-1‘?‘??’

they could

to elevate 4I
are. um ely; o

Se26—/
By Herb Marynell

Press Stoff Reporter
ghway officials and Evansville
&l Lloyd today offered little

State

Mayor B

hope th }an receive federal highway
safety fulrds™o elevate U.S. 41.

Local officials have been trying to drum
up support to elevate U.S, 41 from Division
to Washington because of the numerous
traffic accidents and fatalities on U.S. 41.

Ed Ames, chief of planning for the state
highway commlssion today agreed with
Lloyd.

Ames said the accidents per traveled
mile along U S. 41 wouldn’t rank as high as
other roads in Indiana. He said the highway
safety funds normally are used to upgrade
railroad crossings and individual intersec-
tions where accident ratios are high.

The Evansville Urban Transportation
Study policy committee was told last night
that there is $50 million in federal funds
administered by the highway commission
for correction of highway safety problem
areas. That information came from U.8.
Rep. David Cornwell’s office, said county
commissioner Thomas Ossenberg.

Ames, however, said today he isn't
aware that there is that much money avail-
able. Other state highway officials said
there was $8.7 million alloted in the fiscal
1978 federal grant for various highway and
railroad safety improvements. Lloyd said
the $50 million is to be distributed nation-
wide under a pending bill before Congress.
Such money isn't used for a large construc-
tion project such aselevating U.S. 41, Lloyd
said. He said there is less than a 50-50
chance federal safety money would go to
the U.S. 41 project.

Lloyd also said the city doesn’t have the
bonding capacity to support elevating the
highway with local money.

Keith Lochmueller, EUTS director, said
today any highway safety funds for U.S. 41
would be competing with other major Indi-
ana cities for the money.

Ames said even if there is enough feder-
al money available and the U.8. 41 project
received commission approval it would
normally take 7 to 10 years to go through
preliminary engineering, right-of-way pur-.
chasing and final construction.

Ossenberg, a policy committee
member, said Evansville could be faced
with a choice of building a six-lane Division
or an elevated U.S. 41.

The Division Street project is consid-
ered by some highway planners as the most
important project for the city, relieving
east-west traffic problems. The project
also was recently cited as being necessary
to aid in bringing to reality the proposed
$40 million Riverview Commerce Centre

office buildings-hotel develop

HES

ment.

Lochmueller said local officials have
expressed the most interest in elevating
US. 41 from Division to 500 feet south of
Washington. That proposal would cost $11.2
million.

Elevating U.S. 41 from Division to
between Bellemeade and Washington
would cost about $7 million and elevating
U.S. 41 from Columbia to south of Washing-
ton would cost $16.6 million.

The present plan for an elevated U.S. 41
calls for preliminary engineering and
right-of-way in 1984-88 and construction in
1989-1994. Local officials are trying to get
congressional and state support to speed up
that project.

Despite the number of accidents, Ames
said U.S. 41 still “runs pretty good” in
handling a large volume of traffic. Local
officials have said U.S. 41 averages about
34,000 vehicles a day.

Lacal officials also have indicated pri-
vately in the past that it probably will take
a combination of federal, state and local
funds, with perhaps more emphasis on local
money, to get U.S. 41 elevated.
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Choices for 41:

IAY 31 1978

pay or sacrifice

The state highway department hus two  being done with state money is essential,
suggestions of ways Evansville can relieve particularly Divigion Strect.
U.S. 41 traffic problems,

The city can cither do the work itself or
sacrifice other state highway projects,
state highway department executive direc-
tor Roger Marsh told the city in a letter

To the dismay of city officials, Marsh
made it clear the state won't be giving The state has "thrown the monkey on

Evansville meney for elevating US, § tur. backs. They've decided, “It's 1t our
. 11 \} e
cenrding (o city councilmag Robery  Probient: it your problem.
Davies,)Marsh's lctter said Evansvi Davies doesn't sco any way the city can
when US. 41 was built to finance  immediatoly do anything to improve U8,
any improvements — overpasses or under- 41 “except keep 1ke pressure on them (the
passes, turn lanes. 3:’&11‘%}. wh(:lnl;l'n'ec,bypass(l-léh is complet-
R SO . ot 24, thatshould help since I think most of the
- “The letter 3aid ‘a3 you well know,"the i yo it take the bypass, and moet of the
city agreed to pay for any overpasses or bl oM e :
underpasses on 41, Davies sald. * “As you o wmﬁa&f‘: A u‘u(k's gedng through red
well know!" It was & surprise to me. "' ights i dofieht

The lettar also sxid the state would be
willing to help Evansville rearrange “lts
priorities,” Marsh wrote, For example, he
said the city could give up plans for
impravements on Division Streot and other
projects in return for aid on US. 41.

Giving up that project weuld “‘take us
hiick to step one. We'd have to start with an
environmental impact study {on elevating
U.S.41) and that would take us at lesst two
years," Davies s3id,

But, the bypass, he ssid, is sveral years
Away.

“Now that's a contradiction,” said
Davies, head of the city's transportation
policy committee. “First they say we have
10 pay for any overpasses or under passes,
then they say Evansville can get meaoy if
wedwant to change our priorities.” Davies
said.

Mayor Russell Lloyd said ke bad never
heard of any city commitment 1 finance
additional U.S, 4] improvements.

“There s notking In our files to indicate
this," ke said. “The next step will be to
convens a meeting of the transportation
plarmers and find out what promises were
made and get the documentation.”

As for giving up some other projects to
divert the mones to U.S. 41, Lloyd said, “We
baven't even locked at that approach. It
would mean giving up Division, 1164 and
Diamond, or &L least good chunks of them.™

If state money is not forthcoming — and
Lloyd doesn’t think it will be — the city may
hold public hearings on the highway situa-
tion to find out what the public thinks should
be done,

Even if the city could sell bands to raise
the constriction cost, the mayor said,
“We'd s2ill be faced with how o pay it back.
A boad issee just suthorfzes you to borrow
money; you still bave to pay it hack.”
Davies said he feels all the read work

Des No 1902709
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Coun fy ord

o

ers stu

of US. 410

O
T30
erpqss;' |

By L.D. Seits-~

Press Stoff Reporfer
Connty commissiceners took the first
step today toward construction of an over-

*pass on U.S. 41 -prohably-at Washington - Y
. Wiliner, said, “I fully agree’ that an over-

Avenue, With county bridge funds. .

‘The move to relieve traffie probiems on
U.S. 41 came on a motion by conimissioner
Robert Willner

wi Tong support Trom,
commission presidest Thomas Ossenberg.

-

Willner, a Demécrat, prop e
mated $2 million from the cumulative
bridge fund be spent for the project to
create a_ Washington Avenue underpass.
Traffic on 11.8. 41 would be elevated above
the current ground level and Washington
Avenue traffic would pass under it.

He suggested a contract could be
awarded by next spring. The state highway
commiission will have to approve any such
plans. . '

(ssenberg, a Hepublican, said he would
prefer to use a bond issue rather than

Lo r
™ ]

Continuegd fram Page )

depleting the bridge fund.
* Willner said the bridge fund now totals

$2.2 million with another $300,000 to be

received in December. S
Ossenberg, in supportinffithe move by

pass at Washington Avenue is desirabie,”
and suggested that Walnut Avenue be con-
sidered for an overpass as wel. “Two

{dverpasses) would be even greater,”.

Ossenberg said. .
The commissioners unanimously
approved a metion by Willner that county
-surveyor Robert Brenney lannch an imme-
diate study-of the project. - -
Willner said he had consulted with the
state tax board ahout the possibility of
using a ond issie to finance the project and
" retiring the bonds with the bridge fund, as
suggested by Ossenberg.
Willner said that the financing appar-
eptly cannot be handled in that fashion.
although the same effect could be achieved

o oVe"'Pass -for Us.4q;

by “transferring” 5 cents from the 15-cent” -
bridge fund rate {0 a sinking fund which -
would pay off bonds.

Willner said that elevation of U.S. 41

. could be accomplished at Washington Ave- .

npe withont acquifing additional right-of. .
way. )

. The Democratic commissioner said
there is sufficient right-of-way to allow for
right turns off 11.5..41 but not teft turns.

Willner emphasized the need for the
overpass is greater because of the presence
of two schools and a kospital to the east of .
11.8. 41 on Washington. "I think we should - ©
stress the safety factor,” he said. . _ ) S

Willner said he hopes that an additional
overpass would folow the one proposed on |

Washington Avenue and drew strong sup-
port from the Republican commissioners’.

Turn to Page6,Colomn 4 =~ - ¢ .
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Maijority at hea
urges U.S. 41

By L.D. Seits

Pripid Sol Reporier

Public support for a U5 41 overpast  getion be taken until a study by i

i'

and hasn't committed itself on the project,

attended the meeting and ur
Ewvans-

over Washington Avenue emerged last —FIle Uvban Transportation
“vonducted.

night as a traffic planner admitted that
pedestrian m%.n‘m to he installed at the
intersection will slow up traffic even mare.

More than two dozen persons attended a

h meetln called by lhemun COTMiSsH0n-
lscuss a Id the over-
pa:ss with curmualative hridu;e funds. Some

T‘- dissent was voiced.

B~  Bul the majority of those attending
e, appeared to be in favar of the project, with
l some expressing wnqualified su

“I'm here for it,” said Charles Kimmel
“~ of 1138 Washington. “I've got a girl that
crosees it (the intersection) every day (o go

o Bosse."

Kimmel said an overpass is needed to

s make the crossing safe for youngsters going

b0 and from school. “Every tirne you oross

the highway you take your life in your
hands,” he said.

Carl Riecken of 2154 Adams, operator
of a shoe store at Washington and Lodge,
called the Washington-11.5. 41 intersection
“a very pressing public problem,” com-
mending the commissioners for their
actions thus far. He said elimination of the
grade-level intersection is “the only
amm i of the M it

talives e Metropolitan
Evansville Chamber of Commerce, which
has ealled for careful study of the proposal

Des No 1902709

Ronald ‘““Chick™ Shively of the
chamber’s streets committes repeated the
charmber position, which he said the group
takes on all highway planning.

Riecken had suggested earlier in the
meeting that he thought the chamber
“shotld continwe to do what they do best —
hold their annual picnie for businessmen
members.”

Josaph Reichert of 200 8 St. James
Blvd. spoke in opposition to the project and
referred to the city’s “white elephant on the
West Side, the Ray Becker m He
referred to the escalating cost Becker
Parkway, under construction for three
vears and now scheduled for completion
neXL year.

“Let's don't load gurselves up with a lot
of taxes,” Reichert said.

His comment brought the explanation
from Commissioner Thomas Ossenberg
that no tax incresse was involved. Commis-
sioner Robert Willner has proposed paying
for the overpass out of the cumulative
bridge fund, with Ossenberg favoring a
hond issue to be paid off with diversion of 5
cents of the 15-cent bridge fund levy.

City Councilman James Price, one of
four councilmen aitending the meeting

-d F

overpass

aring

!"‘l.rf{'}

before a city council session that began half
an hour later, read a statement calling for a
stady to be completed within 60 days by
engineers, iraffic planners and others,

Director Keith Lochmueller of the traf-
fie planning agency, thie Evansville Urban
Transportation Study, reported that his
agency's study is already under way and he
expects to be able fo present @ report,
including alternative solutions, in six
weeks

Referring to the danger 1o students
crossing 1.5 41, he noted that pedestrian
slmalsm 0 be installed on Washington at

the intersaction

Circuit Judgt: ‘William Miller, who has
been calling for action to solve the traffic
prablerm at Washington and U5, 41 and has
cited safety of students az one of the major
needs, asked whether the addition of the
lights would slow traffic further.

Lochmueller said it would,

The Indiana State Highway Commission
had been invited to send a representative to
the meeting, bui declined in a letter to
Lochmueller from Vincennes district engi-
neer Nicholas VanNielen.

VanNielen said the commission would
be “receptive’” to any “sound™ proposal and
wounld provide technical data and assist-
ance on the project.

He declined to attend on grounds that
the issues to be discussed had o be decided
by Evansville residents and loval govern-
ment agencies.
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~ Banker proposes raising
cross streets above 41

Traffic planpers were asked vesterday
to consider puiting overpasses on cily
streets rather than on US. 41 to alleviate
\ East Side traffic problems.

The proposal came from banker Harry

T~ Thompson, a former state senator, who told

the Evansville Urban Trans tion

& Stody’s technical commitiee t three

- eould be built on city streets for

the cost of only one on 1.5, 41.
l Tham

n's suggestion came ss Kej

T ans
ansportation Stody tra An-
agency, was reporting Lo agency com-
mittees that a study of the 1.5, 41 problems
ghould be completed and recommendations
ready next month.

The study was requested by county com-
missioners who have proposed using cumo-
lative bridge funds to build an overpass on
U.5. 41, probably over Washington Avenue.

Republican commissioner Thomas
(Ossenberg this summer suggested a 10-cent
increase in the bridge fund to pay for an
overpass, and Democratic commissioner
Robert Willner in October proposed using
about $2 million that will be in the fund by
early next year to build one.

Ossenberg objected to depleting the
fund, indicating he would prefer to use a
bond issue and divert part of the curnula-

[=2-
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tive bridge fund tax receipts to pay off the
honds.

Thempson said y that he has |
“watched with interest” during the over-
pass discussion and said that when the new
U.5. 41 was built it was agreed that any
roadway elevation done later would be on
cross streels rather than LS. 41,

Elevating U8, 41 over a street would
just “move the problem on to the next
intersection,” Thompson argued.

Members of the committes told Thomp-
son his proposal would be consldered and
Lochmueller suggested he diseuss it with
the traffic planning agency's policy
eornmittee, which met last night. Thomp-
son said he eouldn't attend last night's
meeting but would plan to attend next
manth

He said he was suggesting that two lanes

of Washington Avenue be elevated over 41.
with one or two other sireets recelving

similar treatment. He said three streets
eould be elevated in that fashion for the cost
of a single overpass on U.5. 41.

Lochmueller said accidents on 10.5. 41
between Diamond Avenue and Southlane
Drive are up this year from last year, but he
said more is needed to determine the
cause of the accidents.

Members of both committees expressed
concern yesterday for another type of traf-
fic — bieyeles.

A start on an extensive network of bicy-
cle trails and routes has been endorsed by
traffic planners, and the concern yesterday
was over indications that the Indiana State
Highway Commission won't replace an
overpass crossing Division Street east of
Vann Avenue. The overpass was damaged
when it was hit by a trash truck last manth.
The overpass had been planned for use as
part of a bike trail winding through Evans-
ville State Hospital grounds to Wesselman
Park, the first step in the bikeway plan.

A representative of the highway
commission’s Vincennes district Lold the
technical committee yesterday afternoon
that district engineers have asked permis-
sion to remove the overpass piers that
remain on each side of the road. center
section of the overpass was removed after
the accident.

Policy committee chairman Robert
Da'.rlesﬂprﬂteated that the overpass was an
integral part of the bikeway plan. The corn-
mittee voled last night to write letters ask-
ing the Indiana State Highway Commission
to replace the structure and area legisla-
:-Im to sfn:rt use of any payments for the

arma
e replmemegt .
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Commissioners must wait until March
for report on Washmgfon overpass

Count mmmrmnn& 14’ :-:-day a sﬁld
proposed overpass at U S 41 and Washington ISE’IPE'C{M ln
be: completed by mid-March. @

Keith Lochmueller, director of the Evansville Urhan
Transportation Study, the traffic planning agercy, said,
“We just made a mistake and underestimated the time it
would take for us (o complete the study.”

Lochmueller's report to the commissioners came
today in response to charges by Commissioner Robert
Willner that the city was dragging its fect on the study. The
transpartation agency is actually under the jurizdiction of
the city and county and (Ohio Township in neighboring
Warrick County.

“I'm not going Lo give you a date. If I could I would get
it to you tomorrow. But [ can't. It would be physically
impossible,” he said.

Willner said he wanted to make sure that the study had
not died. He said the study was originally supposed to have
been finished six weeks from the Nov. 21 hearing on the
matter.

The study will contain an in-depth look at accident
patterns, capacity and various alternatives for improve-
ment of the corridor.

Bill Kessler of 4501 Sweester asked commissioners to
move ahead on the U, 5. 41 project, citing the numerous
accidents that have oceurred at the intersection.

In a somewhat related matter, Arnold Mulzer who
operates Evansville Materials, Inc., urged that the com-
missioners move ahead to replace the Ohio Sireet bridge.
Mulzer said he had offered to donated the land necded for

y Gene Cl hes
)

Des No 1902709

the bridge replacement. He said he had also offered to sell
the city property along the North Side of the proposed
extended Second Street at an appraised value for reloca- |
tion of the city garage. '
The city garage will eventually have to move from its |
Division Street location for the widening of Division, a key
cross-town route. Mulzer asked the commissioners o use
couny funds for the Ohio Street project before spending
money on the U.S. 41 overpass. .
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Priority listing
points to U.S. 41
traffic problems

By L.D. Seits

Pregy Shodf
A listing of the 15 intersections that
have been assigned top priority for
. improvement by Evansville traific plan-
ners include five on U S, 41, which alsoshow
up on the list of street “corridors” with the

. most severe problems.

. The listings being presented today by
. traffie. planners nl.m:ﬁnnsu-lle Urban
Transportation Su{‘d&h planmmimg-eommit-
~toes represent i time lheagemyhas

d proj-

assigned priorities to r
eils,

Agency director Kelth Lochmueller
said today none of the 55 intersections at
which improvements are needed and none

1 of the 47 “corridors™ on which problems
' exist is new, but the grouping according to
priority marks the first time the urban
transportation study agency has presented
rojecis in order of the importance it

! attaches to them.
The listings are of projects the agency is

Turn to Page 8, Columa 1

Us 418 Coml
11541 & Rivartice

More about

** Traffic priorities

Continoed from Page 1

recommending be carried out in the next
five years, if funds are available.

- They are subject to review by the
agency's technical and policy committees,
which were meeting today.

_ Problem intersections and streets are
grouped under A, B, C and D priorities, with
the A listings the highest priority.

.. Ten of the 15 intersections at which

* problems were found are on the eity's East
Side, with U8, 41 leading the list of streets
or highways with problem intersections,

Those on 41 assi the top priority
rating are Walnul, ashington, Virginia,
_Riverside and Co

Green River Roeﬂ shows up in the lst-
ing as. the sireet with the second highest
number of high priority problem intersec-
tions. The interseclions on Green River
making the top priority list are those at
‘Washington, Morgan, Division and Lincoln.

Two of the intersections on the “A™ list
are actually outside Evansville, since the
area the traffic planning agency's serves
includes southwestern Warrick County . The

Des No 1902709

Warrick County intersections cited are Ind,
261 with Outer Lincoln and 01d Petersburg
Hoad with Baseline Road.

Other intersections on the “worst” list
Include First Avenue and Colurnbia, Fulton
and Pennsylvania, and Wabash and Penn-
sylvania.

Priorities were assigned to intersec-
tions and streets on the basis of statistical
ratingson such problems as accidents, acei-
dent severity, accident rates, traffic delays
and capacily.

‘The only intérsection among the 15 on
the top priority list that the agency’s analy-
sis shows has the capaeity to carry the
traffic that uses it is Weinbach and Belle-
meade, where the number of accidents and
the severity of the accidents earn it a place
in the grouping of those with the worst

problems.

Problems on US. 41 show up again on
the listing of “corridors,” or segments of
streets, thal the traffic planners’ statistics
show are most in need of correction.

The “A" listing of street corridors with
capacity, accident and delay problems
includes 14 corridors. Three of the corri-
dors are segments of 1.5, 41 and combined

incleded most of 41 from [-64 north of the

eity to Seuthlane Drive at the south edge of
Evansville.

U1.5. 41 corriders on the top-priority list
include the full length of the highway
through Evansville, from Ind. 57 south to
Southlane.

Division Strect, the target of a concert-
ed community effort for improvement by
the state, alsa shows up on the list, with the
stretch from-Main Streel to Green River
Road in the “A," or worst problern, catego-
V.

Other corridors on the “worst” list
include Wewhurgh Road from Green River
to the town of Newburgh, St Joseph Avenue
from Franklin to Maryland, First Avenve
frem Diamond to Division, Diamond Ave-
oue from Kratzville Road to St. Joseph
Avenue, Old Stale Road from Campground
Road to Mount Pleasant Foad, Green River
Road from Green River Court nnrth o
Heckel Road, Oak Hill Road from
Creek to Lynch Road and Ind, 261 in

rick County, from State Street at the nnnnh
#doe of Newhuroh tn BPasaas: Baad

[ Margas & Green River Rtad|

Lineodn & Camen River Rood /

1o 281 & Ouber Linkshs|

— Staff Map by John Smith

Appendix F, Page 88 of 246



Petition seeks

forUS 4 °

22— /97
A petition is being qulel]y circuldted in
Vanderburgh County and some parts of
Warrick County asking the Indiana Legisla-
ture to increase the hotel tax to provide

funds for overpasses at intersections along
U.8. 41.

2ral of the petitions have shown up
Alcoa’s Warrick Works and others are
t in Evansville businesses and

factories.

Vanderburgh Circuit Judge William
Miller, who says he is only a member of a
“grass roots” group seeking solutions to U.
S. 41 problems, said today the petitions are
part of a low-key effort to pressure the
state Legislature into taking action that
would allow U.S. 41 improvements.

Plans call for the petition to be present-
ed to the Legislature, probably during its
next session.

Miller said the petition has evolved out
of several meetings among concerned citi-
zens in Evansville and Vanderburgh Coun-
ty. He said there is no leader of the group
and the group contains no politicians.

He said the group, the size of which he
did not specify, hopes to convince the Legis-
lature of the need to increase the hotel tax
here frorn 1 percent to 4 percent. That
would provide an estimated $450,000 to
$500,000 annually for use on US. 41.

The group’s first priority is the eleva-
tion of U.S. 41 at Washington Avenue with
money from Vanderburgh County’s cumu-
lative bridge fund. Such a proposal is pend-
ing before county commissioners.

- A second priority is an overpass at
Lynch Road on U.5. 41 near Whirlpool. Once
those two projects are completed the group
is proposing that overpasses he built at
Lincoln and Covert.

The petition says, “We, the undermgned
petitioners, declare U .S. 41 in Vanderburgh
County, as presently comstructed unsafe
and congested and do hereby charge the
State of Indiana to enact legislation to
inerease the tax on hotels, motels and tour-
ist camps in Vanderburgh County and to
designate funds from said increase for con-
struction of elevated grade overpasses at
intersections along 11.S. 41 in Vanderburgh
County.”

The pétitions are expected to be made
available at polling places on May 8.

Uverpam on U. 8. 41 have been dis-
cussed in recent months in view of the large
number of traffic accidents.

Des No 1902709

Overpass plan supported

A campaign to build an overpass on U.S.
41 over Washington Avenue has drawn sup-

the students and faculty
Hi Sclluo petition bearing 762
names was p today to the county

commissioners I:-:,r the president of the
Bosse student council, Mike Bone. The peti-
tion asks that cumulative bridge funds be
spent to finance the proposed overpass.
Bone saia 577 Bosse students live west of
U.S. 41 and must cross the highway twice a

CAPR2 1979 .

+-3-1977
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State action sought on U.S. 41 proposais

A resolution asking the State I-‘.lgi'n:f
Commission to act on Evansville transpor-
{ation planpers’ proposals to make L1541

saler should be for city counc
Monday. m.d{ T "'“""hr

The resolution, being drawn up by city
councilman and Democratic ma 1 can-
didate Michael Vandeveer will ask the
commission b

— Larwer the speed limit to 42 miles per
bour for cars and 35 miles per hour for
:;rwu from Pigeon Creek (o Riverside

ive

— Change traffic signals to show red for
all kdhuunns of traffic during the change
cyel

— Put up “dangerous crasang™ signs at
intersections, and warning signs at each
end of the stréteh of 41 between Pigeon
Creek and Riverside.

— Restrict trock traffic 1o the right
lane.

The proposed changes are some of the
least expensive recommended last week In

Des No 1902709

mmmuhmhmummm;
report on ways to make the highway safer.
The proposals range in cost from
$115,000 to $14 million, including the most
cxpentive plin — eMviating LS. 41 from
Divizion Street to south of Covert Avea™e
“T 2 resolution is almed basically at
pgetting some action started on things we
could do that would pot result in much, if
eny, sddiional expenditures,” Yandevear
sald today, “We have the study =nd report,
and thére are recommendations in it that

mldn‘l require any major decisions in
terma of dollars. We might be able tosave a
life or two, and that ks the bottom line,™

Vandeveer announced his plans o draw
uop the resolution during city councl] meet-
ing last night. YVandeveer said he
ike resolution, because “1 think cily council
megdy to grab the ball and run with "

chest Davies, Republican county com-
=gl pper ord ehpirman of the EUTS policy
comamittes, said today that a councl resolo-
tion — oot ceotmarily the ot
Vandoweer lasi night — “is what we are
looking for."

“1 think we should move as {ast as we
=2, and wo have o get all of the input we
can,” be said <1 think that if city counetl,
after Listen Lo the information, comes
iwp with this type of resolution, that is what
we want,"”

City coungil is expected 10 discuss U S,
11 with EUTS Director Keith Lochrmuel ler
Monday night.

I'nor.huru:ﬂan. the council approved the
Radowe i Commission's request Lo
apply for n:sdltiimlll!m urh:‘nm
zrant 1o &i ﬂ:pmml proposed
Riverview Commence Centre.
grant will be used to for

king garages and a heli-
ant is part of §10 million in
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Chamber supports low-cost

immediate 4] improvements

T itan Evarsville Chamber
of Cosumerce hies anncanoed FlS SUp-
port for ow-cost imaediate improvemests
20 US 41 as suggested in a recent stedy.

A bearing &t which public comment 15
being sosght on the U S 41 stody, by Evans-
ville s Lradfic planming ageacy., is scheduled
for 730 next Toesday night at Lhe county
comemaioacrs room tn the Civic Ceater

Five altermatiwes almed at relweving
traffic problems along US 41 were col-
lesed in the Evansville Urban Tr e

A lul.;'q..qwnt released by Uhe chamber
calls for better traffic enforoement. lower
spond lumits and better warning sign

“Taere are wr can &0, and shoehd
4o now, to make US 41 2 safer plate to
drive and cross.” chamber sbreets remmil.
tee chairman Joba R Feigel said in callieg
for e Jow -cosd [Emediate mmprovments.

Toe director of 1be traffic planfcng
sgency_ Keith Lockenseller, said {oday ear-
h—mlrhumﬁwdmmuuy

has been mmilar. "What I'm
hearieg,” be siid, “is propie MayIRE ‘Let's

The ety by Lochmeeller's agency list-
od alternative imprevements rasging from
an estimated $114.000 program Lhal would
inchade addition of left lurn lanes 08 Wash.
infton Avessse and lower spond limets up to
a projoct to elevate 41 from Division south

Des No 1902709

Waskingten al an estimabed oot of
F14.6 millson.

The apency's study followed calls Last
year for constroctia of an overpass at
Washington and U'S 41, resulting from
increasing numbers of serious acckdenls al
US 41 and criss stroets. The stedy ropest
crted vickatiosa of traffic laws and signals
as a parlicular problem. witk mearly a
fearth of all socsdents on the LS 41 corri
dee drectly related to sypsal Light viola-
Lo
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.meade-Bayard Park Association.

U.S. 41 plan gets more support;

overpass advocdfes s

By L.D. Seits

Press Staff Reparter

A push for speedy, low-cost improve-
ments to U.S. 41 and cross streets continued
to gather support yesterday, although over-
pass advacates spoke ut last night at one of
the meetings being held on the issue.

Backing for the low-cost improvements
proposed by traffic planners, including low-
er speed limits and widening of cross
streets, came last night from the Belle-

The endorsement came-at & meeting
attended by Circuit Court Judge William
Miller, a leading advocate of one or more
overpasses on U.8. 41 to ease traffic prob-
lems along the highway.

The judge at one point challenged the
director of the city’s traffic planning agen-
cy, Keith Lochmueller, by questioning
whether he had ever recommended an
overpass or underpass other than on Divi-
sion Street.

Lochmiueller responded that the long-
range transportation plan prepared by his
agency includes elevation of U.S. 41.

Miller last year suggested overpasses
be built on U.S. 41 over Washington Avenue
and possibly other streets to ease the prob-
lems at almost every intersection along the

busy highway on Evansville’s East Side.

An informally organized group support-
ing his views is seeking an increase in the
county's hotel-motel tax to finance such
improvements, and a group of motel own-
ers yesterday voiced opposition to that
proposal.

- Fifteen motel owners and operators
met yesterday at the Holiday Inn on U.S. 41
North to discuss the issue. .

Holiday Inn manager David Williamson
said the group will draft a formal state-
ment on the U.S. 41 jssue.

But he said there was clear agreement
that the owners and operators opposed the
hotelimotel tax increase, from 1 percent to
4 or § percent, to finance overpasses.

Des No 1902709
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5-18-1979

The stand taken by the hotel-motel
operators wasn't a direct endorsement of
the low-cost proposal advanced after a
study of U.S. 41 problems by Lochmueller’s
staff, but the tax increase on motel rooms
" has been proposed as the most immediate

source of funds for any other alternatives.

The 41 study report outlined a series of
five alternatives for easing traffic prob-
lems along the highway, ranging from the

18 197¢
speak out, too

$114,000 plan including lower speed limits
and street widenings to a $14 million plan
that would elevate 41 from Diviston Street -
south past Washington Avenue: * ~ v

One ot the alternatives was to make
Lincoln and Bellemeade avenues one-way

- streets, but members of the Bellemeade-

Bayard Park group voiced opposition to
that plan”as well as to an overpass at
Washington Avenue.
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Sign talk

Jesse F. Stock Jr. stands beside the marquee ot his insurance agency ot Kentucky and Walnut

1979

Insuranceman’s messages bring chuckles

By Jobn Kaminski

Prew S9of Repofte

Three blocks west of dangerous and -
controversial 1S, 41, the marguee read. .

“Roses are red, violets aré blue, a truck
might run over you.”

To East Side motorists who cross the
busy highway daily, the message had a
special meaning.

So did another message: "OPEC has us
over a barrel.” .

An ability to use the sign outside his
insurance agency at Kentucky and Walnut
lo touch Lhe hering
people has Jesse F. Stock Jr_Some-
thing of a lege 3 [}

During the Skylab debacle, for instance,
the sign said “Chicken Little was ahead of

his time.” Or, around April 15, the sign said

“Income taxes are really gross™

The sign, which previously was used for
straight advertising. has made quite a
difference. Stock says. “It's done more for
‘our image than anything we've ever done.”

The change came “five or six years ago”
after a car crashed into the sign. The mes-
sage that appeared the next day was: “Yes.
Virginia, the sign was insured.”

More recently, a robbery occurred at
Stock's office. The next day the messages
on either side of the sign were “Rest
assured we were insyred” and “Violence
respects no one.”

“Evervbody has their own favorite,”
says Stock, who admits he gets his ideas
from popular songs, other signs — particu-
larly one in Indianapolis — and oven
Reader’s Digest.

Stock. a 40-vear-old executive whose
closely cropped blonde hair and boyish face
make him look more like 30, insists he tries
not tobe political on his sign. but witha grin
admits he sometimes fails.

Evidence might be seen in the messages
“Welfare rolls are made with our dough™
and “The gas war s over — gas won.”

Then there was the one: “Inheritance
taxes: asset indigestion.”

“1try not 1o offend anyone.” Stock says
“It would be bad for business.”

Some of the messages are far from
political, just a celebration of the ridicu-
lous. Two were: “Frogs cat what bugs ‘em”
and “You can tune a plano but vou can’t
tunafish.”

S =7-1(977
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Juror:
delayed

Felings thut U.S, 1 is 20 unsate Lt
somye accidents can't be ﬁﬂ!v&led causeda
clremt court jurs o dellberate nine hours
before finding 8 Heoderson matt ZUllty of
“dranken driving in i traific deatn.

Ope: jury member. whe asked not 1o be
identifsed, eaid the entire jury agroed from
the startthas Jeek D, Wilson, 39, was gulity

of drunket driving 1
thas claimed the ifgdl Rose N, Fleming 55,
of 1415 Judson. =

Witsnn tested at .20 percent blood-aloo-
ul contert 4 few hours after e gecilent,
twice the amount that coastiivles intoxina-
tian inIndiana. Howayer, the yurarsaid thal
“many ballnts”™ wee past before 3l reem:
bers agresd on the guilty verdict.

Deunken driving taat causes i death s
felony i Indians that cartles 3 LF0- 7]

¢ sentence. Drunken driving by

{igeld 35 nustemearar calling for suspen-
glop of a parson’s driver's liense apdiora
fine and jail term. .

uSome of ps dhaugit the scctdent coold
have oveurred anywas,” e jurec sald.
“The Jights dor't always work propecly on
41, and il had
There was azreement fram e siart hat he
was drunk- Em thece was & question abont

‘Unsafe’ 41

FEB 7 1331

heen ealning 4 107 thal daF-

’ d ct

Eow unsafe 128 bighway s, We kad to weigh
that a long time"

* During jucy selection Wilson's atorniy.
Carllon ‘Buchanan 0§ Hecderson. ques-
tivosd (lue praspective: JUrors whelber th
§olt 0.8, 4] i< anunsaferoad, Nearly all sa
ey feltJbwas hazardoss, -

ty prosecator Tesry White Lhen
asked if it were unsafe becausz ol the way
people drive or bermuse of the cosstruetios.

Tl consteuctlon was blamed by many of
the potencisl arors and was listed us @
contoabiting factur By those: who wlso
blasmed puoc driving habiis

Wit conceded Loday that he bad heen
worcied that the urors” feelirgs aboat the
rixad’s design might weeken his Case, kul
fhat it wos cbvions it wou'ld be diflenls to
seleel a paned of jurors Ut did rot believe
the highwas was dangerous

Wilsom will ke In comrs Moudax sa pre.
soatence investigation ran be bepen. Actual
sentencing s cot expected for abxat &
memth. ’

Thieaccidentoccurredat the US. 4L and.
Washinglon intersectivo. Four people,
inclading Mrs. Flaming, have been killed
{heresinee August, 1957, and numerous K55
sprinus accydenis NAve sreureed.

Southlane renamed
JUL 291986
to honor veterans

- 29- /9%

The city should bave signs in
place by Labor Day designating
Southlane Drive between Oak
Street and US 41 as Veterans
Memorial Parkway.

. City Council last night unani-
mously passed a resolution chang-
ing the name.

The recently compleled river-
front boulevard will be named
Riverside Drive.

_ I would think we could defi-
nitely have some type of sign in
place for a Labor Day ceremony,”
said John Verzoso, the city’s tran-
sporation and services director.
“It's kind of early to have con-
crete plans. The resolution was
only passed last night and has not

Des No 1902709

yet been signed by the mayor.”

Veterans groups thalt have
pushed for the name change for
about two years want Lo have a
special ceremony honoring veter-
ans on Labor Day, said Mark Ack-
er, Vanderburgh County assistant
velerans service officer.

“We originally wanted all of
Southlane repnamed or have the
street renamed beginning at the
Four Freedoms Monuments. We
thought begining at the monu-
meent would be fitung since we are
homoring velerans.,

“We dropped that idea
because we didn't want to slep on
any toes,” Acker said,
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Injured Bosse student
mlsseg aftée

By Paﬁla Swan
Staft reporter

The Evansville-Vander-
burgh School Corp. this year
has established bus service
for Bosse High School stu-
dents who live near the school
but must eross busy U.S. 41.

Yesterday morning fresh-
man Hillary Wagner, 14, of-
1157 3. Kentucky Ave. rode
the bus which stops in front
of her huuse. She missed the
bus in the afternoon, and was
walking home around 3 p.m.
As she crossed U.5. 41, Wag-
ner was hit by a car driven by
Eric Stinson, 18, of 1745 S,
Elliott St.

Police said Stinson had
the green light but failed to
give the right of way to a pe-
destrian. He was not ticketed.

Wagner sustained a hip
bruise and was treated at 5t.
Mary's Medical Center and
released.

The school corporation
has been pushing for installa-
tion of a pedestrian overpass
at the site, but has been
turned down frequently by
the Indiana Department of
Transportation.

A letter from Greg Curtis,
district highway engineer,
said there is insufficient stu-
dent traffic to merit the over-
pass He added that students

in Fvanevilla dan't nea tha
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rnoon bus

it means crossing four Ianes
of traffie.” [

“I can't imagine any inter- |
section near a school that is
more traveled,” said School
Board member Mike Duck-
worth today.

Duckworth, who has been
pushing for the installation of
the overpass, said, “If fund-

———————

-ing's-the- problem...when it's .

up in Indianapolis, they find |
the money. |

*“We have the big (state |
budget) surplus. It's good to l
have a surplus for arainy day,
but it's raining now." |

School transportation '
manager Charles Johnson 1
said the schools set up one
new route and expanded an |
existing one to pick up stu- '
dents who live westof U.5. 41 |
but are too close to the school |
to merit normal pickup. (Nor- |
mally, high school students
qualify for bus transporta- !
tion only if they live 2 miles |
from school.) !

Johnson said vyesterday, |
the first day of school, 20 stu- .
dents rode the buses.

More than 200 postcards '
were sent to eligible students, I
letting them know of the new
program, he said.

Shea Ward, INDOT |I
spokeswoman, said within the |
next two months the depart- |

ment plans to improve the |
timmineg af the traffie lichte ot |
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Projec t Citizen can make commun ity better

Thursda y, April 20, 2006
Being a judge for We the People: Project Citizen wasn'tas glamorous as,say, judging "American Idol" contes tants.

But Ienjoyed the task, and my three -pers on panel, which also consisted of state Sen. Vaneta Becker and Pat Tuley,
Evansville-Vande rburgh School Corp . direc tor of support services, did a reas onable impersonation ofPaula, Randy and

Simon, without the p ancake m akeup.

Project Citizen offers students in middle s choola very personal form ofcivics education. At a time when citizen
participation in governm ent affairs is often sparse, Project Citizen encourages students to essentially adopta community

problem and develop plausible s olutions .

Along the way, students are requ ired to tackle the same rigorous ques tions that confront public officials all the time: How
much will the s olution cost? How will it be funded? What are t he advantages and disad vantages of the s olution? Who

would be opposed to the solution? Do es it mee t constitutiona l mus ter?

The problems students chose this year were a divers e lot. My panelhe ard t wo oral pres entations, including one from
Glenwood Middle Schoolstudents, who decided they were tired of be ing haras sed while walking to and from school by a

group of winos hanging around anearby liquor s tore.
They worked on a plan to e ncourage m ore po lice patrols.

Plaza Park Middle S choolstudents told us about their vision of a pilot program to replace traditional, he avy te xtbooks with
computer pixels insome E VSC schools. They res earched a s imilar ef fort in Da viess County, Ky., schools and the grant

under which it is be ing funded.

We also looked over s ome o fthe o ther projects, which included one a bout the ne ed for tornado-safe s helters at mobile
home p arks (Thompkins Middle S chool) and for a pe des trian overpas s at U.S. 41 and Was hington Avenue (Washington

Middle S chool).
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Students mustdevelop an eye-catc hing p ortfolio, which e ncourages them to not just explain their issue, but show it. They

have to show the depth oftheir res earch by putting all of their mate rials in abinder.

During oral pres entations, they must explain whatthey have learned about their chosen problem while standing before

some s keptical judges - although our panelstayed away from any Simon-like rants .

Teams that perform the tasks mostcapably getto represent Indiana's 8th Congressional District at a state wide

compe tition.

Project Citizen is a worthwhile e ffort, on e which has the p otential to make the community better. And for the judges, it
provides an opportunity to lea rn more ab out life throu gh the eyes of young people and maybe see the development of

some future "idols."

- John Martin

464 -7594 or jmartin@ evansville.net
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Clover lea fplanned at Llo yd, U.S. 41

By Joh n Martin

Wednesday, July 4, 2007

State transportation officials are pu shing forward plans to revamp the interchange atU.S. 41 and Lloyd Expres sway and

rem ove traffic signals there .
Cons truction on the $ 27 million project, which will make the inters ection a full cloverle af, is sche duled to begin in 20 10.

State o fficials are attem pting to ac quire right-of-way for on a nd offramps, including a piece of Evansville-Van derbur gh

School Corp. pro perty at Howard R oosa Elementary School, 1230 E. Illinois St.
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Howard Roos a, which is at the northe as t corner of the intersection, stands to lose a few parking places and a section of its

playground.

More than adozen homes arein the same ramp's path. Some are vacant.

Also impacted are T rinity Luthera n Church and Moore's Landscap ing and Gar den Cen ter on Eas t Illinois Street.

"The y will more tha n likely be bought out and relocated," said J im Earl, project enginee r for the Indiana De pa rtment of

Transportation (INDOT).

Right-of-way ac quisition is simpler at th e other three corner s be cause fewer s tructures are pres ent, Earlsaid.

The ne w cloverlea f will require re locating the overhe ad pedestrian bridge on the Lloyd, whichis justeastof U.S. 41 and

used by some Ho ward Roo sa c hildren.

The ne w bridge will be several feet farther east,and itis to become part of the Pigeon Cre ek Greenway.

"It will conne ct on the s outh side of the Lloyd at Walnut, and use that new pedes trian bridge to go to Virginia Stree t," said

Glenn Boberg, Evansville Parks &am p; Rec rea tion De partment parks planner.

All of that work is to be funded in the cloverle af plan's budget.

"In essence, we getthe trail for free," Boberg s aid.

The cloverlea framp to be built near Howard Roosa willbe 80 feetto 100 feet away from the s chool at its neares t point,

ac cording to the state's plans.

INDOT officials on Monday showed School Board m embers a drawing and aerial photograph .

The board t ook no ac tion on the matter at M onday's meeting. Members said they want to see firsthand how close the

ramp willbe to the building and hear the views of Howard Ro os a s taff.

Howard Roos a Principal Pat Day-Kohlman couldn't be reached for comment Tuesday.

Board member Mike Du ckworth said he wants to know about the project's noise impact and how the s chool will

compensate for the lost parking and playground s paces.

Earl told the S chool Board thatthe Howard Roos a property issue needs to be res olved to kee p the project on sche dule.

"When is your dea dline ?" Board member Sally Bec ker as ked.
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"Last month," Earl replied .

The Rev. Wade Butler, pastor of Trinity Lutheran C hurch, said the church "has been approached"by state o fficials, but he

declined to comment further.

Miche lle Avis, an em ployee of Moore's Landscaping and Gar den Center, said the busines s has be en contacted by the

state but "we haven't heard an ything for some time."
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Letters to the edito r:

Staff Rep orts

Sunday, Septembe r 2, 2007
Overpas s is nee ded across 41 near Bosse
To the ed itor:

A pedestrian overpass linking Wes selman Park with the E vansville S tate Hos pital groun ds is a nice idea, but there is a
greate r need for an o verpass on another stretch of state-owne d highway. It is only through the grac e of God and the
common sense o fthe students that no one inrec ent memory has been seriously injured or killed on their way to Bosse

High School.

A pedestrian overpass of U.S. 41 is justas necessary to link the homes of the c hildren with Bosse a s the existing link for

the homes of the ¢ hildre n with Harrison.

Now, [ know thatthe money is earmarked to link the p arks, but I'm sure on e doesn'thave to look too far into the history of
politics to find an e xam ple where t he ear th at was marked magically moves from the right to the le ft. This is usually
accomplished with a nod and a wink and a s hazam! A big cam paign contributor finds his pockets lined with more money

than he gave.
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So, justthis once, let's wave our magic wand and do what's needed and not what's nice. I'm sure Ma yor Jonathan
Weinzap fel and 8th District U.S. Rep. Brad Ellsworth would a gree that it is be tter to protect the future o four community

than it is to make it convenient on our da y off.

Bob Baldock

Evansville
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Letters to the Edi tor fo r Septe mber 4, 2007

Staff Reports

Tuesday, September 4, 2007
Walkway over U.S. 41 need ed for Bosse
To the editor:

Irecently read where the Indiana Department of Tranportation willreleas e $1 millionin
long-dormant fund s to cons truct an overpas s walkway over the Lloyd Expres sway. The
walkway willconne ct Wes selman Par k to the Evans ville State Hos pital grounds.

This is all nice and dandy and w ould be a good thing, but what about a walkway over
U.S. 41 at Was hington Avenue? Bos se studen ts and neighbors need a walkway first.

Mark Chand ler

Evans ville
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Pedestrian overpas s

The I'ss ue: S chool Board a gainlook s at Boss e situation. Our
View: De spi te pe ss imism , anot her look could have value.

Staff Reports

Friday, Septembe r 14, 2007

An ide a that makes commonsensetothe layman's eye but has failed to earn the endorsement of ex pert opinion over the

past20 years is with us ag ain.

The SchoolBoard, at the reques t of member Mike Du ckworth, has passed ares olution asking for a re-evaluation of the

need forape destrianoverpass at U.S. 41 near Washington Avenue.

Ifone looks at this busy inters ec tion where s tudents cross daily going to and from Bosse High School, a pedestrian
overp as s that would great ly improve the s afety of those tee nagers would appear to make s ense. That view is further

enhanced by the factthat a popular fas t-food res taurant is locate dacross U.S.41 from Bosse.

Duckworth, a former dep uty sheriff, has long contended that, given the number of students who must cross the highway

daily, there is atragic ac cident just waiting to happen. And he's right.
But there are issues that traffic planners raise that preventthem from be ing sympathetic to Duckworth's cause.

The key one, brought up ea ch time this prop osal res urfaces, is that an overpas s would not be located nearthe

inte rsec tion.

The planners claim that an overpass would havetobe at least 300 fee t from the inters ection, so as to not to impe de
motorists' sight lines for traffic signals atthe c orner. That means the o verpass would have to be the length of one football

field north from the c orner where s tudents cross U.S. 41.
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And thatraises the second issue. Planners have s aid that not only would most students not walk that far from the

intersection to use the overpass, but that many would notuse it even ifit were a t the corner.

The ne xt question, then, would be whether the school system would or could force high school students to use the

crossing, once students have left school and s chool property for the day.

And then, once you get by that question, there is the issue of numbers.

In the p as t, traffic planners have claimed that the number of students crossing that intersection daily does not jus tify the

expense of building an overpas s.

Inthepast, those numbers havebeen 200 to 250 students crossing twice aday. The cost/benefit ratio was not met, said

the experts. In fact, Bosse has the smallest enrollment ofthe city's public high schools.

So, we cannot be optimistic ab out convincing the numbers crunchers that this proposal should go forward. All the same,
given that this idea was first discussed some 20 years ago, it would be worth the e ffort to s ee now ifa re-evaluation would

turn up any new information in support of common sense.
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Bosse walkway gets review

Student traffi ¢ a worry

By Joh n Martin

Saturday, Septembe r 15, 2007

Indiana highway officials said Friday they are o pen to more discussion about a pe destrian walkway ne ar Bosse High

School, even though paststudies didn't show enough need for one .
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"We would be willing to meetandtalk about it," said John Curry, deputy direc tor of planning and progr am ming for The

Indiana Dep artment of Transportation's Vincennes District.

The overpass issue came back into public view again Monday, when the Evansville-Vanderbur gh S chool Board pa ssed a

res olution in favor of re-evaluating the s ituation.

Board member Mike Du ckworth, who wrote the res olution, said he will as k Evansville a nd Vanderburgh County govern ing

bodies to pass similar s tatements of support.

He s aid he will try to organize a m ee ting involving INDOT, the Metrop olitan P lanning Organization an d Mayor Jonath an

Weinzap fel.

Weinzap fel, through s pokes woman Audra Levy, said he would be "supportive o f taking an other look" at the overpas s

issue.

Metropolitan P lanning Director Brad Mills was n't a vailable for comment Friday.

Duckworth s aid he believes the overpas s is warranted, es pe cially given the presence o fa McDonald's, BP gas station and

Circle Kconvenience s tore across U.S. 41 from Bosse.

Erica Ramos, a crossing guard who works at the intersec tion be fore a nd after s chool at Bosse, agreed .

Ram os said the inters ection is crowded atthose hours, and even more s tudents go from the high schoolto McDona Id's

late r in the afternoo n, when after-school ac tivities conclude. Crossing guards aren't pres ent then.

Adult pedestrians cross the highway, too, she a dded, and numerous drivers go too fastor pay little a tten tion.

"Ttell you what, it's awful," Ram os said. "The drivers don't obey the (30 m ph) speed limit.  almost got hit the otherday.

They go aroun d us like it's nothing."

Severalclusters of students crossed U.S. 41 on Friday afterno on after the dismissal bellat Bosse. Fres hman Pierre

Moore s aid a p edes trian walkway "sounds like a really good idea."

"You wouldn't have to wait for the traffic, youcould just go onacross," he s aid.

A pe destrian walkway over U.S. 41 would likely cost severalhundred thousand dollars, possibly even $ 1 million, Curry

said.
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He s aid there would be costs for property ac quisition as well as for construction. An overpas s would have to meet height

requirements and not block sight lines.

Planners inthe pasthavesaid an overpas s would haveto be atleast300 feet from the intersection because of sight line

ISsues.

Any first step s toward building an overp as s would involve detailed studies of the inters ection and a cost/benefit analysis,

Curry said.

Paststudies haven't justified the project, Curry said, although INDOT would not object to a fres h look.

He s aid he didn't know what statistical thres holds would have to be met to move the project forward, but if studies jus tified

the project, fed eral funding might be a vailab le.

Duckworth, a 1974 Bosse graduate, said he hopes it won't req uire atragedy at the inters ec tion to draw attention to the

issue.

Discus sion about the intersec tion is hardly new; Duckworth said it goes back 20 years .

Gerald Summers, the s chool corporation's safety and sec urity direc tor, s aid Bosse at one time o ffered b us trans portation

acros s the inters ec tion, but "they didn't have a lot of takers "be cause o fthe time requ ired to load the bus.

Ifthe s tate built an overpas s "it would help the s ituation,” Summers said.

Bosse's first-year principal, William Roberts , said he s upports exploring the overpa ss option.

"We wantto be proactive a nd do e verything we can to prevent a tragedy," Roberts said.
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Walking to school T
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he Issue : Spe cial day encoura ges children togoonf oot
.Our View: Exercise could impro ve clas sroom a ctivity.

Staff Rep orts

Tuesda y, October 2, 2007

There is a generation or so of older Americans who will be stunned to learn th at Wednesday is Interna tional Walk to

School Day.

How else, they mightask, does one getto school? Thereby revealing they are of a vintage going back 40 years orso

when halfof all students walked or biked to school, or maybe even further when the proportion was higher.

There is also a generation or so of younger Americans who willbe s tunned to learn tha tit is not only legalto walk to

school, but officially en couraged by the U.S. governm ent.

Indeed, Uncle Sam is one of the prime m overs be hind Walk to School Day, the hope being that it will go from being a one -
day observance to adaily routine. Today, only 10 percent of schoolchildren nationwide walk to school, and of those who

live close e nough to their schools, within amile, to rea sonably do so, only 25 percent walk or bike.

The prime reas on for trying to get the kids out of the s choolbuses and their parents' cars is he alth. The rea son for gett ing
the kids into vehicles in the first place was safety — a well-founded fea r of traffic and a les s well-founded fea r of preda tors

— but now the authorities believe that is be ing outweighed by the dangers of a sedentary lifes tyle.

Overthepast 30 years the percentage of childrenages 6 to 11 who are overweight has more tha n doubled, with all the
late r-life h ealth risks that entails. Exercise improves classroom performance, but about halfofthose 12 to 21 getno

regular ex ercise.

Federaland state governments are putting hundreds of millions of dollars into ensuring s afe routes to schools — be tter
side walks, s afer bike lanes, crossing guards . And they are urg ing adults to walk their children to s chool on the groun ds

that the exercise willdo the grown-ups good, too.

We would note that this comes at a time when the e ffort is just starting again to better e nsure th e s afety of Bosse High
Schoolstudents who walk to school. Some o fficials are propo sing a p edes trian overpas s across U.S.41 near the s chool.

Past efforts ha ve failed.

As for the national effort, there are Web sites to tell you how to go about walking to s chool if you are of that gen erat ion

that missed it. The basics are at www.walktos chool-usa.org. The National Center for Sa fe Ro utes to Schoolcan be
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rea ched at saferoute sinfo.org. And the U.S. Centers for Disease Controland Prevention checks inat

cdc.go v/nccdphp/dnpa/kids walk.

You'llbe doing your kids a favor, because one day they'llbe able to tell their own kids those hoary talltales oftheir youth

"

that be gin, "Why, when I was your age ... .
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Wall o fnoise blo cks spirit' s vie w ofthe divine

By SARA ANNE CORRIGAN / Close r to God

Saturday, April 12, 2008

I spent three hours ona recent Friday night in the cocktail lounge o fa family-owned s mall-town res taurant.
The food was great .

But the noise ...

There was no music. The cacophony was genera ted entirely by about 100 happy people. As the e vening wore on, they

got happier; as they got happier, the y got noisier.

When we left, I remarked that I thought my ears were going to start blee ding. I also was reminded why I didn't like g oing to

bars an ymore. And I decided the experience gave anew layer of meaning to my claim to be living a quiet life.

This morning I justcame in from having coffee in the garden. It was n't exactly silent. In ad dition to the birds, there was a
train whistling in the distance. A jet flew overhead. The slow stea dy roar of vehicles on U.S. 41 and the Lloyd Expres sway

created a dull, white background noise. Still, in comparison to that bar ...
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Then the city rec ycling truck made its first pas s on the block out front. The clattering of glas s startled the pregnant squirrel
that comes daily into my garden fora h andout of sunflower s ee ds and fres happle. That was when I realized justhow

quiet my world has become.

And then I thought back to an article I read a number of years ago about a young man who spent the better p art of a year

traveling aroun d the c ountry trying to find a spot where , in a 2 4-hour period, he could rec ord no man-made s ounds.

He failed. As Irecall, he could never find a place that was free of airplanes overhead. There was something inherent ly sad

about that. We humans take up an awful lot of space on this planet, and we make a n a wful lot ofnoise.

One of the m ore intrusive s ounds in our neighborhood comes from boom boxes blas ting from passing cars. They
broadc astsounds that are soloudand so distorted that they lic o utside a nything even rem ote ly relate d to music. S ounds

so invas ive that our windows rattle in the ir moorings.

IThave atheory: People who drive those vehicles and generate allthat noise truly fear, at some s emi-subconscious level,
that they are invisible. And in manyregards (socially, politically, economically) they are. If we turn our hea ds to notice t he

noise, they have e vidence that they have made an impres sion on their environment. Thatthey do, in fact, exist.

In my often troubled and s tumbling journey of the s pirit, in my ques t to know God, to "hear" the s till small voice, I find more

and more tha t it is in the quiet moments, in the quiet places, that [ know [ exist and thatl am notalone.

I would like to tellthose people inthose cars that they are no tinvisible. Thatthey are in the pres ence of the divine.

But the y won't turn do wn the volume long e nough.

Sara Anne Corrigan is a free lance writer living in Evansville. Contacther by e-mail at Corrigan Sara Anne@ gmail.com
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Pub lic p ositive on road pl an
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Cloverleafto replace stop lights

By Joh n Martin

Thursda y, March 19, 2009

The cloverlea finters ection plannedat U.S.41 and Lloyd Expres sway will continue to help Evansville s hed its "stop light

city" identity, spe akers saidata public hearing Thursday.

Cons truction is tentatively scheduled to begin in 2011 on the project that willreplace s toplights currently on the Lloyd both

eastand westof U.S. 41.
The total costis $3 1.5 million. Thatincludes construction as wellas right-of-way acquisition.

"I'm all for it, es pecially to get the s toplights offat Lloyd," said Chris Schmidt, who once s erved on the former Evansville
Urban Transportation Study Board, adding he hopes work can move quickly. "Diam ond Avenue (c onstruction) took way

too long."
Res ident Mike Wilson also said he s upports the project and hopes "we can putan excellentroad on the map."

Another speaker, E mily Ca mpton, took a slightly different tac k, warning any ne arby propert y owners to "read the s mall

print" in their home-owner ins uranc e p olicies to make s ure an y res idualdamage rel ated to the c onstruction is covere d.

The traffic volume at U.S. 41 and the Lloyd is projected eventually to reach 70,000 vehicles per day, said engineer J ames

Johnson of Beam, Longes t & Neff of Indian ap olis ..

As part of the project, the northbo und and southbound U.S. 41 bridges north ofthe inters ection will be replaced. And an
overhead pedestrian bridge on the Lloyd just east of U.S. 41 will shift farther eas t and link with the P igeon Cree k

Gree nway.

The right-of-way ac quisition proces s involves 17 homes, seven commercial prop erties and Trinity Wesleyan Churc h.

INDOT also acquired as lice ofEvansville Vanderburgh S chool Corp. prop erty ne ar Ho ward Roosa Elementary School.
The school system plans to close Ho ward Roosa in two years .

New storm sewers are t o run north from the inters ec tion to Pige on Creek . About half of the s torm water is to vee r off into

that outlet, while the remainderis to use the existing drainage pattern into a combined s ewer runoff.

Thursday night's INDOT he aring on the project drew 75 people to the Southern Indiana Career & Technical Center.
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The handful of pe ople who rose to speak generally were s upportive of the p roject.

Carter Clarke, vice c hairman of the Kee p Evansville Beautiful board of direc tors, urged INDOT to involve the b ea utification

organ ization early in the cons truction process.

Clarke s aid the project brings "great opportunities " for ne w flower and tree planting.

During construction, traffic is to be maintained on existing routes .

The state will continue to re ceive public comments ab out the project for two week s.
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Fron t Door focus area named

Itis center ed around Ha ynie's Corner

By Jimmy Nesb itt

Wedne sda y, May 6, 2009

The Dep artment of Metropolitan Development plans to concentrate neighborho od rev italization e fforts ina 40- to 50-

square -block area ¢ entere d aroun d Ha ynie's Corner at SE Second Streetand Adams Avenue.

The Evansville R edevelopment Commission ap proved a res olution Tuesday designating a focus area inside the Front
Door P ride neighborhood. The area ¢ ontains 1,311 parcels, mostly either blighted or in declining condition, with 775 ofthe

944 single-family dwellings in the are a b uilt before 19 20.

The res olution is the first step in e stablishing the area as a tax increment financing district, or TIF district, said Jane Ree |,
deputy direc tor of the Department of Metropolitan De velopment. TIF districts allow municipalities to capture taxes gained

throug hincreases inasses sed prop erty values for redevelopment projects within the district's boundaries.
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Reel said the development dep artment still will make improvements outside the focus area inthe Front Door Pride
neighborhoo d, bounded by the Lloyd Expres sway to the north, U.S. 41 to the ea st, Veterans Mem orial Parkway to the

south and Cherry Street to the wes t.

The Front Door Pride program was created in 2004 to revitalize the Goosetown neighborhood. Re de velopment
Commission member Les White said the program has progres sed slowerthan he had hoped, but he added, "I think it's
coming aro und. ... I think even tually, with the turnarou nd of the ec onomy, it will give folks be tter opportunities for hou sing

"

in that area.

Commission member Ted Ube lhor said focusing on one section of the neighborhood willallow the Department of

Metropolitan De velopment to make n oticea ble improvements quicker.

"I think it willbe a good thing," Ube lhor said.
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State 's ro ad i st po ints tod anger in
Vanderbur gh Cou nty | PDF

Some segment s ranke d with Indiana 's worst

By Bill Straub

Sunday, January 9, 2011

WASHINGTON — Three s ections of Vanderburgh County roads are am ong the most dangerous in Indiana, ac cording to

arepo rt submitted by the state to the federal Department of Tran sportation.

The rep ort, pre pared by the Indiana De partment of Transportation and the Ce nter for Road Safety at Purdue Univers ity,
lists a 0.3 1-mile s ection of Gree n River Roa d from East Virginia Stree t to Carriage Drive, a 0.15-mile s ec tion of Gree n
River Ro ad from Morgan Center Drive to Boonville Highway and a 0.3 -mile s ection o f Kratzville Roa d from Hobart Avenue

to West Buena Vista Drive among the state's mosthazardous local road segments.
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Italso cites four Vanderbur gh County state roa d intersections "currently exhibiting the m ost severe highway safety
needs:" U.S. 41 at Washington Avenue; Wes t Diamond Avenue a t Kratzville Ro ad; Wes t Lloyd Expres sway at Fulton
Avenue; and West Lloyd Expres sway at Red Bank Roa d. And it lists three local road inters ections — Washington Avenue
at South Weinbach Avenue, North wes t Rivers ide Drive at Court S treet and Maxwell Avenue a t North Fares Avenue, all in

Evansville.

The roads were listed in the Indiana 2010 Five-Percent Report, part of the national Highway Safety Improvement Program
aimed at reducing traffic fatalities and serious injuries . Unde r the program, every state is required to submitan annual
report des cribing not les s than 5 percent of its highway locations ex hibiting the mostsevere safety nee ds. The c urrent

report us es traffic statistics from 2007 to 2009.

The intent ofthis particular rep orting requirement, according to the Dep artment of Tran sportation, is to increa se p ublic

awaren es s of the highway safetyneeds and challenges aroun d the country.

Indiana rep orted 95,701 miles of public roads in 2009, with totaltravel on those b yways rea ching almost 74 billion miles .

The state e xperiences 190,000 to 205,000 traffic cras hes each year, 600 to 800 of them involving fata lities . Another

34,000 to 38,000 involve pers onal injury cras hes while 1 50,000 to 170,000 res ult in propert y damage.

"The personal, societal, and e conomic costs of thes e cras hes are s tag gering," ac cording to the report.

The report also said Gree n River Ro ad from East Virginia Street to Carriage Drive saw 8 9 total cras hes during the
rep orting period, none of which res ulted in fata lities although there were two incapacitating injuries. Green River Drive
from Morgan Ce nter Drive to Old Boonville Highway was the s ite of 12 cras hes, with one fata lity and on incapacitating

injury while the Kratzville Road section saw 11 cras hes with zero fata lities but four incap ac itating injuries.

On the inters ection side: U.S. 41 at Was hington Avenue e xperienced 57 total cras hes, res ulting in four incap acitating
injuries; Wes t Diam ond Avenue at Kratzville Road was the s ite 0 f24 accidents and five incap ac itating injuries ; Wes t Lloyd
Expres sway at Fulton Avenue had 88 cras hes and thre e incapacitating injuries ; and West Lloyd Expres sway and Red

Bank Roa d s uffered 7 5 accidents, res ulting in thre e d eath s and one incap acitating injury.

The Washington Avenue at South Weinbach Avenue s ite saw 50 cras hes with two incap acitating injuries. Northwes t
Riverside Drive at Court Street had 17 cras hes and two incapacitating injuries while Maxwell Avenue a t North Far es

Avenue had 18 crashes, one fata lity and one incap ac itating injury.

Ofthe counties surrounding Vanderburgh, only Gibson County had a problem roadway listed — a 0 .6-mile s tretch of
Indiana 64 from County Road 850 to County Road 800 southeastofEast Mount Carmel. It was the site off 66 accidents, a

fata lity and three incapacitating injuries .
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INDOT anno uncesch angestop lanned U.S.
41-Lloyd 1 nterc hange

Origina lly publishe d 02: 16 p.m., February 3, 2011
Updated 03:07 p.m., February 3, 2011

EVANSVILLE — An Indiana De partment of Tran sportation spokes woman announced today that state o fficials ha ve

modified plans for a ne winterchange a t the inters ection ofthe Lloyd Expres sway and U.S. 41, but that construction is still

scheduled to be finished by the end of 2013.

INDOT spokes woman Che r Goodwin s aid her department has scrapped plans for a full cloverle af interchange at the busy
intersection and instead will install a p artial cloverle af with two s lip ram ps. She said the use o f partial cloverlea f
interchanges has been tested around the state and have been s afer for motorists and chea per to build. The project was

announced as partof Gov. Mitch Daniels Major Moves in 2006.

She estimate d the c hange would s lash $13 million from the project’s originales timate d $30 million price tag.

Goodwin s aid the new plan will still rem ove two s top lights from the Lloyd Expres sway.

“It will still continue to mee t the true purpose a nd need of the project which was improving mobility and safety of the

motoring public on the Lloyd,” she said.

Cons truction should s tart by the middle of ne xt year, G oodwin s aid.
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EDITORIAL: Lloyd/4 1 debate jogs me mory.

Staff Rep orts

Tuesday, February 22, 2011

The state o fIndiana has long been telling us that it plans to improve the inters ec tion of the Lloyd Expres swayand U.S. 41

by eliminating traffic lights on the Lloyd.

To most Evansville res idents, this is a s ymbolic intersection, litera lly the crossroads of two monuments to poor planning.
Indeed, both the Lloyd and U.S. 41 were e nvisioned long ago as crosstown expressways, only in the final planning to be

slowed to a crawl by those annoying traffic lights.

Anyway, we have been anticipating thatthe Indiana Department of Transportation would s oon be fixing the inters ec tion,

as it did las t year with the Lloyd/Fulton Avenue inters ection.

Then, a few wee ks ago, the state s prunga surprise on a c ity where tr affic talk is not funny. Under a modification of its
originalplan, the lights would be taken offthe Lloyd at 41, but the state would add two more tr affic lights to U.S. 41, near

its Lloyd intersec tion.

According to a rep ort from Courier & Pres s staff writer Richard Gootee, both city and county officials were upset with the
plan, suchthattheysenta letter to INDOT expres sing disbe lief that the state would consider ad ding more tr affic lights to

41 as a way of improving traffic flow.

But in turn, the state told local officials that ifit does not do the Lloyd-41 project, then the m oney earmarked for this project
— initially, $30 million — would not likely stay in the Evansville area, to be used for ano ther highway project. Rath er, s tate

officials said it would probably go back in the s tate pot for work elsewhere.

Local officials ha ve s ugges ted the money be used to instead improve the Indiana 62/Univers ity Parkway interchange ne ar

the Univers ity of Southern Indiana.

With all that in mind, allow us to jog the localconsciousness about the Lloyd Expre ssway and state highway jobs.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 121 of 246



When the Lloyd was being planned, there was little disagree mentthat one ofthe busiest inters ections would be at the
Lloyd and Burkhardt Road . Burkhardt was envisione d for major reta illcommercial de velopment, and it made s ense, at

leastto locals, that it have a cloverlea finterchange.

Alas , the decision was made to put off the interchange initially, in favor of traffic lights. Later, we were told, the s tate would

install the interc hange. Unfortuna tely, de velopment in that are a proved fas ter than e xpres sway improvements.

Ground was broken on the Lloyd in 1983, but it was n't until 2005 that the s tate said it was ready to do the Burkhardt

interchange.

The rea ction was similar to the rea ction today to the Lloyd/41 plans, but magnified. Car de alers and other bus iness
owners had long since developed the area with ingres s and e gres s to the Lloyd and they didn't want to see their
improvements torn up and their entry points permanently closed. The once desired interchange was now being protes ted

by busines s leaders.

The state got the message loud and clear. P lans for the Lloyd/Burkhardt interchange were suspended, but with a promise

to revisit the issue in the year 203 5.

And so we have to wonder, if the protest of the Lloyd/41 interchange is too long and loud, might it be moved

aside only to show up in the state's 2040 traffic plan for Evansville.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 122 of 246



From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 10:22 PM

To: Christine Meador

Cc: Erica Haas; Dan Thatcher; Arnold, Troy; Tiller, Jason

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting
Reminder

Christine,

Ramps were identified in the other alternative bridge locations, as well as the costs to build each

ramp. But the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location does not disclose that? How can you
estimate the costs of ramps at the other non-recommended bridge locations, but forgo the
recommended one?!? Wasn’t the “final costs” one of the Key Factors used in qualifying a bridge
locations candidacy?!? | don’t understand how you come to your financial conclusions of how this
bridge is cheaper without drilling down to the costs of the bridge ramps at the Washington Avenue
location.

Brent Jackson

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 2:29 PM

To: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy
<TArnoldl@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov>

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder

Brent —

Thank you for the follow up — I included the project and task managers so everyone is in the loop. As we
are so early in the design phase, the ramp configuration has not been determined yet, but will be
identified during the preliminary design phase of the project. A ramp configuration that minimizes
project footprint while meeting ADA criteria will be used for our design.

Chris

Christine Meador

Senior Project Manager

Environmental Planning

Cell (317) 459-3629 Direct (317) 917-5338 Email: cmeador@hntb.com

From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 7:28 PM

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy
<TArnoldl@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov>

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder
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Thank You for responding Christine!
| see you added recipients to this email. | replied to ALL this time...

Regarding the Washington Avenue proposed bridge. Can you tell me more about the ramps that will be
used there? The online report says that there will be 3 runs of ramps used at Blackford, but mentions
nothing about the Washington Avenue Bridge proposal. | measured the distance and | am trying to
gauge how many runs of ramps will be on each side of a Washington Avenue bridge. Has that been
determined? Using ADA requirements, | am measuring 5 runs of ramps on the westside of 41?1?

Thanks In Advance!

Brent

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 10:46 AM

To: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy
<TArnoldl@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov>

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder

Brent —

Thank you for your participation in the project development process. “RCI” is an acronym for reduced
conflict intersection which is a term used for a variety of different intersection designs that reduce the
likelihood of vehicle crashes. Under the right traffic conditions, RCls can improve safety and reduce

delay by separating and simplifying traffic movements and reduce the number of traffic signal phases.

The RCI at US 41 and Washington Avenue project is in the initial stages of project development and just
recently secured funding. INDOT anticipates construction in 2025. In 2021, as part of the project
development process, a study to evaluate different RCl intersection types and their effectiveness at this
intersection will be developed and shared with the public. The project will also be incorporated into the
local Transportation Improvement Plan.

If you have any further questions or comments please let us know.
Chris

Christine Meador

Senior Project Manager

Environmental Planning

Cell (317) 459-3629 Direct (317) 917-5338 Email: cmeador@hntb.com

From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 12:11 PM

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder
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Christine,

Thank you for this. | was in attendance at this meeting in Evansville a couple of weeks ago. | thought |
missed something during the course of the meeting and have reviewed everything that has been made
public about the project. However, at that meeting you talk about the “RCI Project” but never
elaborated on what that acronym or project really is. This is the first | heard of the RCI project. Could
you tell me what it is and the effective footprint of that project?

| am preparing a formal written response.
Thanks in Advance,

Brent Jackson
President of the Presidents Neighborhood Association

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 8:05 AM

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Cc: Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Arnold, Troy
<TArnoldl@indot.IN.gov>

Subject: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder

DES# 1902709
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public meeting
beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday November 18, 2020, at the Benjamin Bosse High
School Cafeteria located at 1300 Washington Avenue, Evansville IN 47714. The public
meeting presentation and comment period will also be broadcast via the INDOT:
Southwest (@INDOTVincennesDistrict) Facebook page located at
https://www.facebook.com/INDOTVincennesDistrict/, the INDOT Southwest
(@INDOTSouthwest) Twitter page, or virtually via meeting invite. The purpose of the
public meeting is to offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment on the
recommended pedestrian crossing of US 41 location and type. The doors will be open
at 5:00 p.m. to give meeting participants time to view displays and talk to project
representatives prior to the start of the meeting. The intent of the project is to
improve pedestrian safety for individuals trying to cross US 41.

This project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight
Township, Vanderburgh County, within INDOT's Vincennes District. The High-Rail
Pedestrian Trail runs along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and
connects to the sidewalks on the north and south side of Washington Avenue.
Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast corner of this intersection. A
grade separated crossing is warranted at this location based on the safety concerns
for pedestrian and bicycle traffic at the intersection. Two alternative structure
configurations were considered, a below ground tunnel and a pedestrian bridge. Both
options were considered at four locations within the project area; at East Chandler
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Avenue, at East Powell Avenue, at East Blackford Avenue, and the north side of the
intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue. Based on the preliminary Alternative
Report and considering the project key factors and the comparative cost, a pedestrian
bridge at Washington Avenue, is the recommended alternate. INDOT is seeking
stakeholder and public input on this recommendation prior to proceeding with detailed
design. A more detailed analysis of structure characteristics including structure type,
span arrangement, and ramp layout will be evaluated as the next steps in early 2021.

At present, both state and federal funds are available for construction of the project.
A Categorical Exclusion Level 2 or 4 document will be prepared for this project to fully
evaluate the project impacts. Project materials will be available to view at
https://www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm or upon request.

Persons with limited internet access may request project information be mailed to
them. Please contact Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200,
Indianapolis IN 46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 for information.

The in-person public meeting will include appropriate social distancing measures.
Meeting attendees and the project team are required to wear masks per local
ordinance and will practice social distancing. Attendees who do not have a mask will
be provided one, and hand sanitation stations will be available. The public meeting
presentation and formal comment period will also be broadcast live INDOT Southwest
Facebook Live (@INDOTVincennesDistrict) and INDOT Southwest Twitter
(@INDOTSouthwest), or virtually via WebEXx, so that people may participate virtually.
Torequest alink to the WebEx Meeting, email Christine Meador at cmeador@hntb.com.

In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability or
need assistance with accessibility to the above documents such as interpreters or
readers, please contact Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200,
Indianapolis IN 46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 who can provide
accommodations.

Comments will be accepted in writing via a comment form or verbally at the public
meeting or via U.S. Postal Service or E-mail. Comments can be submitted to Christine
Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis IN 46204 or
cmeador@HNTB.com or INDOT's Project Manager, Troy Arnold, Indiana Department of
Transportation Vincennes District, 3650 South U.S. Highway 41, Vincennes, IN 47591
or TArnoldi@indot.IN.gov. Comments will be accepted through Friday December 4,
2020.

This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23,
Section 771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each State must have procedures approved by
the FHWA to carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 2) 23 CFR
450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating: “Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the
public involvement process to ensure that the process provide full and open access to
all interested parties and revise the process, as appropriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Public
Involvement Policies and Procedures were approved by the FHWA on August 16, 2012.

Please share this notice with your constituents and other interested parties.
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Thank you for your participation in the INDOT project development process and we
look forward to talking with you.

Chris

Christine Meador

Senior Project Manager

Environmental Planning

Tel (317) 636-4682 Direct (317) 917-5338  Email cmeador@hntb.com

HNTB CORPORATION — CELEBRATING 80 YEARS IN INDIANA
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 | www.hntb.com

B 100+ YEARS OF INFRASTRUCTURE SOLUTIONS

(0)

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.
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From: Arnold, Troy <TArnold1@indot.IN.gov>

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 7:40 AM

To: Burton, Alex

Cc: Elpers, Justin; Weaver, Jonathan; Trockman, Ben; Heronemus, Zac J;
Schaefer, Steve; Dan Thatcher; Christine Meador; Erica Haas

Subject: RE: Bosse Bridge Project

City Councilors of Evansville, IN
Ben Trockman

Zac Heronemus

Alex Burton

Justin Elpers

Jonathan Weaver

Thank You for your comments and support. We agree that safety of the public is very important,
and we look forward to continuing our partnership with the City of Evansville through the
development of this project.

Thanks,

Troy Arnold, PMP

Project Manager

3650 South U.S. Highway 41
Vincennes, IN 47591

Office: (812) 895-7348

Cell: (812) 890-9047

Email: tarnoldl@indot.in.gov

Click Here To Sign Up for INDOT Project Email and Text Alerts!

From: Burton, Alex [mailto:aburton@evansville.in.gov]

Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2020 9:36 AM

To: Arnold, Troy <TArnold1@indot.IN.gov>

Cc: Elpers, Justin <jelpers@evansville.in.gov>; Weaver, Jonathan <jweaver@evansville.in.gov>;
Trockman, Ben <btrockman@evansville.in.gov>; Heronemus, Zac J <zjheronemus@evansville.in.gov>;
Schaefer, Steve <sschaefer@evansville.in.gov>

Subject: Bosse Bridge Project

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click
links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

November 18, 2020
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Troy Arnold

INDOT

Vincennes District
3650 S. Hwy 41
Vincennes, IN 47591

Mr. Arnold:

The safety of every resident in the City of Evansville is a concern of the Common
Council. In order for our city to reach its fullest potential, we must ensure that proper
safety measures exist and are continually improved. We proudly support all measures
that make transit more efficient and to also increase the safety of pedestrians in our
community.

It is with great excitement, joy, and full support that the Evansville City Council
proudly supports the efforts to construct a bridge over the busy intersection of
Washington Avenue and U.S. Highway 41. Though this project is in its infancy, we
fully support Alternate Option III, which is scheduled to begin construction in

the spring 2023.

Over the next few years, please know that the Evansville City Council is in full
support of this project. As a body, we are grateful for community members,
organizations, and Mayor Winnecke for carrying the conversation forward to become
a reality to benefit pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles. Most importantly, students
who attend Bosse High School and Washington Middle School will no longer have
to worry about the dangers that crossing U.S. Highway 41 brings.

This measure is needed and the bridge will be an asset to the City of Evansville.

Humbly submitted,

Ben Trockman
Zac Heronemus
Alex Burton
Justin Elpers
Jonathan Weaver

City Councilors of Evansville, IN
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Christine Meador

From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 5:26 PM

To: tarnold1@indot.in.gov; Christine Meador

Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue - Comments about proposed
pedestrian overpass

Attachments: Indiana Officer's Standard Crash Report 12.29.2016.pdf; City of Henderson letter and documents

2.06.2017.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #1.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #2.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #3.pdf

Troy and Christine - | am submitting comments about the proposed
pedestrian overpass at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue.

Please see messages below.
| am in favor of the overpass.

| am very frustrated because | had previously contacted
INDOT and other officials several times about my experience.
| do not believe that my input was considered. | was hoping
that | would be given updates or notice of progress about
the plans but that did not happen.

| do not think that INDOT was at all responsive to my
comments and input.

As you can see from the documents attached, | had

a very serious accident at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue.
| was hit by an ambulance that was driving northbound

on U.S. 41 from Henderson.

The ambulance did not slow down at all or acknowledge
that | had the right-of-way.

| believe | could have been badly injured or killed if | had
not been an alert driver. The ambulance driver drove
through the intersection at a high rate of speed, even

though there was a red light.

| would like to be kept informed about the plans so
| can make substantive comments.

Thank you for your attention to this.

Elaine Mittleman
Cell phone 202 297-2338
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From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 3:30 PM

To: baschmitt@evansville.in.gov <baschmitt@evansville.in.gov>
Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue

https://www.courierpress.com/story/news/2020/02/13/formal-step-taken-toward-washington-41-
pedestrian-bridge-near-bosse/4753539002/

] Formal step taken toward construction
of Washington Avenue, U.S. 41 bridge
near Bosse

A formal step was taken Thursday toward the eventual
construction of a pedestrian walkway above U.S. 41, near
Bosse High School and Washington Avenue.

| have read that some progress may be occurring for the
pedestrian walkway near Bosse.

Please let me know about this progress. | would like to
be certain that my experience at that intersection is
included in the planning. | contacted INDOT some time
ago, but | don't have confidence that they paid much
attention to the information | provided.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Elaine Mittleman
Cell phone 202 297-2338

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman
2040 Arch Drive

Falls Church, VA 22043

(703) 734-0482
elainemittleman@msn.com

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately.

From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2019 1:59 PM

To: ktaylorl@indot.in.gov <ktaylorl@indot.in.gov>

Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue

2
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| was very glad to talk with you.

Please see message below and documents.

| would be glad to provide additional information.
My cell phone is 202 297-2338.

Elaine Mittleman

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman
2040 Arch Drive

Falls Church, VA 22043

(703) 734-0482
elainemittleman@msn.com

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately.

From: Elaine Mittleman <ElaineMittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 17, 2019 4:15 PM

To: baschmitt@evansville.in.gov; cweil@evansville.in.gov

Subject: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue

Hello - I have lived in Evansville and am visiting my daughter now.
She lives in Newburgh.

| read that there is a proposal for or possibility of an overpass at
Highway 41 and Washington Avenue.

| am writing to bring your attention to the traffic accident |

was involved in at that intersection. Attached are documents

and photos relating to the accident. The police report is not correct
to the extent that it states that the ambulance was driving south.
The ambulance was driving north on Highway 41 coming from
Henderson.

| will very briefly describe what happened, but would be glad
to provide additional information.

| was driving east on Washington Avenue and had not yet
reached Highway 41. An ambulance was driving north on
Highway 41 coming from Henderson. | had the green light.

The ambulance siren was on. However, the driver did not slow
down or take any action to avoid hitting me. | believe that there
was ample room for him to have changed lanes and avoided
hitting me.
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| believe | could have been killed if | had not taken measures

to avoid the oncoming ambulance. It seems that the ambulance
driver had no awareness that he was supposed to yield or use
caution when going through an intersection. He apparently
thought that all he had to do was have the siren on.

However, given his rate of speed, | believe that the siren did not
provide sufficient warning of the oncoming vehicle. There is
also a curve in the road which prevented seeing the ambulance
until it was very near Washington Avenue.

If there had been students crossing Highway 41, it seems highly
likely that the students would have been hit by this ambulance.

| would be very pleased and honored if | can contribute to
improved safety at this intersection. | was driving by Bosse
High School that day because | have fond memories of student
teaching at Bosse in 1969.

Please let me know if | can provide a statement or other information.
If you call, please use my cell phone. The number is 202 297-2338.

Thank you for your efforts at keeping Evansville streets safe.
Elaine Mittleman

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman
2040 Arch Drive

Falls Church, VA 22043

(703) 734-0482
elainemittleman@msn.com

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately.

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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INDIANA OFFICER'S STANDARD CRASH REPORT Page | 1 of 4
Electronic Version
902850041 Local D
1628903
Date of Crash Day of Week | Actual Local Time County Township #Motor | fInjured | #Dead | #Commercial | #Deer
Vehicles Vehicles
12/29/2016 Thu 12:43 PM VANDERBURGH KNIGHT 2 0 0 0 0
Road Crash Occurred On Nearestllntersecting RoadiMileMarkerlInterchange IF not an intersection, | Direction Road Classification
ber of fest fi
US4t WASHINGTCN AVE rumher oTeatTIem US RCUTE
Inside Corporate Limits? CitylTown or Nearest City/Town Property? Crash Latitude Crash Longitude
YES EVANSVILLE -
Driver #1 Driver #2 Driver #3 Driver #4
ROBISON,ROBERT,J MITTLEMAN,ELAINE,J
o« o .
£ ‘ ‘ | ‘ g ‘ | Area Information
T 3333 23333
E 2 2 &2 2 E 2 2 2 2
£ § E E § = g ﬁ § g Hit and Run NQO
Driver Contributing Circumstances Vehicle Contributing Circumstances
i . Alcoholic Beverages 1 N Engine Failure or Defective Schoal Zone NO
i . llegal Drugs 1 N Accelerator Failure or Defective
AN | Prescription Drugs | i Brake Failure or Defective Rumble Strips NO
A . Driver Asleep or Fatigued . L Tire Failure or Defective
Hin || Driver lliness || || || Headlight(s) Defective or Not On Locality
N || Unsafe Speed HIN || || Other Lights Defective URBAN
i i || Failure to Yield HlE HIE Steering Failure Light Condition
L . Disregard Signal L L WindowWindshield Defective DAYLIGHT
i | Laft of Centar - 1 i QOversizalOverweight Load Heather Conditions
i . Improper Passing 1 N InsacurelLeaky Load CLEAR
i . Improper Turning 1 N Tow Hitzh Failure _
AN | Improper Lane Usage || i Other Surface Condition
A . Following Too Closely Zl | 1] Nane DRY
[ [ ] || Unsafe Backing Environment Contributing Circumstances Type of Median
i || Overcorrecting HIN | || | Glare DRIVABLE
HiN || Ran off Road HlE HIE Roaduway Surface Type of Roadway Junction
L . Wrong Way on One Way L L HaolesiRuts in Surface FOUR-WAY INTERSECTION
Pedsstrian’s Action Shoulder Defective
= - - : i . — e . Road Character
i . Passenger Distraction 1 N Road Under Construction STRAIGHT/LEVEL
i . Restriction Violation 1 N Savere Crosswinds
AN | Jackknifing | i Obstruction Not Marked Roadway Surface
A . Cell Phone Usage . L Lane IMarking Obscured ASPHALT
Other Telematics View Obstructed Construction If Yes, Construction Type
HiE | Driver Distracted HiN 1] AnimallObject in Roadway NC
N | SpeedMVeather Conditions i N Traffic Ctl Inop/MissinglObseure | Traffic Control Devices
A |_J Unsafe Lane Movement | _| )] Utility Work TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGMAL
L1 | Other L] :l [ Other
L L || None ZI E | | L] None Traffic Control Device Operational?  YES
Total Estimate of all damage in the Crash:
. . PN
$5001 TO $10000 Was this crash the result of aggressive driving? NCO
Other Property Damage (1) State Property  [Owner's Name and Address
Cther Property Damage (2) State Property  [Owner's Name and Address
WitnessfOther Participant Non-Motorist
| Witness #  |Name (Last Name, First Name, M)
[ ] other Participant | 1 |CLAYTON LESLIE S
Address etc. Non-Motorist Type Non-Motorist Action
2500 KATHLEEN AVE EVANSVILLEIN 47714
Phone # Location at Time of Crash Apparent Physical Condition
8124314780 ON WASHINGTON AT 41 HEADING WEST
/| Witness # |Name Cited? Diraction
Other Participant | 2 BEGHTEL DAVID
Address ete. Street/Hig hway
3931 W 2005 OWENSBORO KY 47665
Phone # Location at Time of Crash Traffic Control? If yes, was traffic control operational?
8127797252 US 41 HEADING SQUTH BEHIND AMBULANE
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902850041 Page 2 of 4

Local ID

1628903
Type of
Crash RIGHT ANGLE
Time Notified Time Amrived Other Location of Investigation
12:43 PM 12:48 PM AT SCENE ONLY
Assisting Officer ID No. Agency Investigation Complete? Phaotes Taken?
YES NO
Assisting Officer ID No. Agency Date of Report
1212912016

Investigating Officer ID No. Agency Reviewing Officer
JORDAN, D 1333 EVANSVILLE PD KCRMELINK B
Narrative

DRIVER #1 WAS HEADING SOUTH ON US 41. DRIVER #2 WAS HEADING EAST ON WASHINGTON AVE.
DRIVER #1 STATED HE WAS RUNNING LIGHTS AND SIREN FROM HENDERSCN, KY TO GO TO DEACONESS
HOSPITAL ON COLUMBIA. HE STATED AS HE WAS APPROACHING THE INTERSECTION HE CHANGED THE
TONE OF THE SIREN. HE STATED HE HAD THE RED LIGHT BUT DIDNT COME TO A COMPLETE STCP TO
MAKE SURE ALL TRAFFIC HAD STOPPED FOR HIS LIGHTS AND SIREN. DRIVER #2 STATED SHE NEVER
SEEN OR HEARD THE AMBULANCE. WITNESS, CLAYTON STATED HE WAS AT THE INTERSECTION OF
WASHINGTON AVE AND US 41. HE STATED HE WAS WEST ON WASHINGTON AND WAS GOING TO TURN
SOUTH ONTO US 41. HE STATED THE AMBULANCE NEVER STOPPED FOR THE RED LIGHT AND TOOK THE
FRONT OF DRIVER #2 VEHICLE OFF. WITNESS, BEGHTEL STATED HE WAS BEHIND THE AMBULANCE
AT THE TIME OF THE CRASH. HE STATED THE AMBULANCE, WHOM HAD THE RED LIGHT WAS GOING
THOUGH THE INTERSECTION AND DRIVER #2 RAN IN TO THE AMBULANCE.

AEAKAK KK AKE KK EREA KL AAELL XA LA AAA KK AKX IR ITERLA KL AL KRR TE AT REA A IR AERT AR LA XA KR I IATERTI AT hhkhdhkkEt ki |T WAS BROUG HT TO
MY ATTENTION THE DIRECTION ON THE NOTES AND IN THE DIAGRAM ARE INCORRECT. THE DIRECTION
THE AMBULANCE/DRIVER #1 WAS HEADING WAS NORTH AND DRIVER #2 WAS HEADING EAST WHEN THE
CRASH HAPPENED.
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UNIT INFORMATION

D 902850041 Page 3 of 4
1628903
Driver's Name {Last, First, M) Safety Equipment Used
1 |ROBISON, ROBERT. J LAP + HARNESS
Address (Street, City, State, Zip) Safety Equipment Effective?
516-1 CONNOR CT YES
Ejection/Trapped
MADISONVILLE KY 42431 NCT EJECTED OR TRAFFED
Date of Birth Age Gender EINS No. Immed Atin Driver Injury Status
052411991 25 MALE
Driver's License # Lic Type CGDL Class |Lic State [Nature of Most Severe Injury
RO7599256 oP KY
Apparent Physical Status Restrictions Location of Most Severe Injury
Normal D Glasses/Contact Lenses D Employer's Vehicle Only
Had Been Drinking Quiside Rearview Mirror State-Owned Vehicles If Cited? IC Codes
Handicapped Daylight Driving PP Chauffeurs Taxi Only i
1] Automatic Transmission Power Steating D Infraction
AsleeplF atigued Special Controls Special Restrictions D Mis demeanar
DrugsiMedication Employment Only Prohation D¥¥I D Felony
Unknown Motoreycle Only Prabation HTO
D TolFrom Employment None
Test Given Type Given
NONE Blood [ | Urine [ ] Breath [ ] sFsT [ | PBT
Alcohol Results Drug Results
Cortified .
PBT Test [ Pencing
Veh# [Colar Vehicle Year Make Model Style Initial Impact Area - -
1 WHI 2008 FORD F330 VN D Undercarriage D D D
# Occupants Lic Year License # License State Trailer E 5
3 2017 KN5994 KY % None 2 ] ] 0|2
# Axles | Speed Limit|Insured By Phone Number D Unk \ D D y
2 40 |PHONEIX INSURANCE 2708273543 nnoun
Vehicle Identification# Areas Damaged (Multiples) Is ~
1FDS334P38DB35277 |:| Undercarriage - l:l l:l D
Registered Owner's Name {Last, First, M) L] same as Driver Trailer H 5
CITY OF HENDERSON E None W . D D =
Address (Street City, Stats, 7ip] L O O )
222 FIRST 5T (] Unknown
HENDERSCN KY 42418 Vehicle Use
Towed? [To 383 BORAX DR Due to Disabling Damage |01 HER GOVERNMENT (POSTAL, ETC.)
YES |[By TRISTATE TOWING NO Emergency Run? Fire?
Lic State| Lic Year |Registered Owner's Name {Last, First, M) I:I Same as Driver NO NO
License# Address (Street, City, State, Zip) Vehicle Type
VAN
Veh Year| Make Pre-Crash Vehicle Action
Lic State| Lic Year |Registered Owner's Name (Last, First, M) D Same as Driver GOING STRAIGHT
Direction of Travel
License# Address (Street, City, State, Zip)
SQUTH
Veh Year| Make Type of PrimaryfSacondary Roadway
Commercial Yehicle: Carrier's Name and Address D One Way Road D Two Lanes - Twe Way
D One Lane - One Way Multi-Lane Divided (2 ormore) - Two Way
D Two Lanes - One Way D Multi-Lane Undivided Two Way Left Turn

D Multi-Lanes (3 ormore) - One Way D Multi-Lane Undivided (3 or more) - Two Way
|:| Multi-Lane w! Grass Median Only |:| Multi-Lane w! Concrete Barrier

HAZWAT Proper Shipping Name: State DOT# D Multi-Lane w/ Center Turn Lang D Multi-Lane w! Metal Guardrail Median
5 DOTE 6] TV Tnspecion e D Multi-Lane wi Curb Raised Median D Private Drive D Alley
I:I Multi-Lane wi Cable Barrier |:| Ramp
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating Cargo Body Type Event Collision With

1. ANOTHER MOTCR VEHICLE

HAZMAT Placard |HAZMAT Release of Carge | HAZMAT 4-Digit ID# Hazzard Class #
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UNIT INFORMATION

D 902850041 Page 4 of 4
1628903
Driver's Name {Last, First, M) Safety Equipment Used
2 |MITTLEMAN, ELAINE, J LAP + HARNESS
Address (Street, City, State, Zip) Safety Equipment Effective?
2040 ARCHDR YES
Ejection/Trapped
FALLS CHURCH VA 22043 NCT EJECTED OR TRAPPED
Date of Birth Age Gender EINS No. Immed Atin Driver Injury Status
12/0111948 68 FEMALE
Driver's License # Lic Type CGDL Class |Lic State [Nature of Most Severe Injury
AZ3917068 oP VA
Apparent Physical Status Restrictions Location of Most Severe Injury
Normal D Glasses/Contact Lenses D Employer's Vehicle Only
Had Been Drinking Quiside Rearview Mirror State-Owned Vehicles If Cited? IC Codes
Handicapped Daylight Driving PP Chauffeurs Taxi Only i
1] Automatic Transmission Power Steating D Infraction
AsleeplF atigued Special Controls Special Restrictions D Mis demeanar
DrugsiMedication Employment Only Prohation D¥¥I D Felony
Unknown Motoreycle Only Prabation HTO
D TolFrom Employment None
Test Given Type Given
NONE Blood [ | Urine [ ] Breath [ ] sFsT [ | PBT
Alcohol Results Drug Results
Cortified .
PBT Test [ Pencing
Veh# [Colar Vehicle Year Make Model Style Initial Impact Area -
2 |MaR 2016 [NISSAN VERSA D | O undercarriage (O O O
# Occupants Lic Year License # License State Trailer E 5
1 2017 LKL 198 5C o 2 l 0|8
D Nene
# Axles | Speed Limit|Insured By Phone Number D Unknown \ D D D y
2 30 GEICO 8008413000
Vehicle Identification# Areas Damaged (Multiples) Is ~
SN1CN7APBGL812938 |:| Undercarriage - l:l D
Registered Owner's Name {Last, First, M) L] same as Driver Trailer H 5
HERTZ RENTAL CAR E None W . D D =
Address (Street, City, State, Zip) \_ D y
1100 JET PORT RD (] Unknown
MYRTLE BEACH 3C 29577 Vehicle Use
Towed? [To 1501 N EVANS Due to Disabling Damage | PERSONAL (FARM, COMPANY)
YES |[By TRISTATE TOWING NO Emergency Run? Fire?
Lic State| Lic Year |Registered Owner's Name {Last, First, M) I:I Same as Driver NO NO
License# Address (Street, City, State, Zip) Vehicle Type
PASSENGER CAR/STATION WAGON
Veh Year| Make Pre-Crash Vehicle Action
Lic State| Lic Year |Registered Owner's Name (Last, First, M) D Same as Driver TURNING LEFT
Direction of Travel
License# Address (Street, City, State, Zip)
EAST
Veh Year| Make Type of PrimaryfSacondary Roadway
Commercial Yehicle: Carrier's Name and Address D One Way Road D Two Lanes - Twe Way
D One Lane - One Way Multi-Lane Divided (2 ormore) - Two Way
D Two Lanes - One Way D Multi-Lane Undivided Two Way Left Turn
D Multi-Lanes (3 ormore) - One Way D Multi-Lane Undivided (3 or more) - Two Way
|:| Multi-Lane w! Grass Median Only |:| Multi-Lane w! Concrete Barrier
HAZWAT Proper Shipping Name: State DOT# D Multi-Lane w/ Center Turn Lang D Multi-Lane w! Metal Guardrail Median
5 DOTE 6] TV Tnspecion e D Multi-Lane wi Curb Raised Median D Private Drive D Alley
I:I Multi-Lane wi Cable Barrier |:| Ramp
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating Cargo Body Type Event Collision With
1. ANOTHER MOTCR VEHICLE
HAZMAT Placard |HAZMAT Release of Carge | HAZMAT 4-Digit ID# Hazzard Class #
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4/17/2019 Mail - Elaine Mittleman - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/search/id/AQMkADAWAT IwWMTAWACOwWMABhNi1iNjYAMSOwMAItMDAKAE YAAAPSboKgwfonQrT%2BPR7M6imIBwDNuk... 1/1
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4/17/2019 Mail - Elaine Mittleman - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/search/id/AQMKADAWATIwWMTAWACOWMABANi1iNjJYAMSOwMAItMDAKAEYAAAPSboKgwfonQrT%2BPR7M6imIBwDNuk...  1/1
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4/17/2019 Mail - Elaine Mittleman - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/search/id/AQMKADAWAT IwWMTAWACOwWMABHNi1iNjJYAMSOwMAIRMDAKAEYAAAPSboKgwfonQrT%2BPR7M6imIBwDNuk...  1/1
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Comments Received at Public Information Meeting

November 18, 2020

Jane Hackert from Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association

Verbal Comment - | would think that the rest of the people in our neighborhood that is represented here would maybe
agree with me that we would firmly agree with your recommendation for the crossover bridge to be built at 41 and
Washington because it would have less impact on neighborhoods on either side of 41 and it seems like it would be using
more of the public land and wouldn’t really require a lot of land acquisition at that point in time so that is my official
recommendation.

Written Comment — One of the people representing the consulting firm (HNTB) stated the recommendation being made
to INDOT is at US 41 & Washington. | whole heartedly agree. This is the best placement for the school and the community.

Response — No response required
Reverend Gerald Arnold, President of the local branch of NAACP

Verbal Comment - | concur with what she also said. In 2017, | drove through and watched a kid duck an 18-wheeler to
avoid being hit. | immediately got on the phone and called Gail Riecken and Ryan Hatfield and other folks so it’s good to
see that this is happening. The danger that the kids will escape also is that gas station, have to walk past that particularly
for young women, young girls, harassed. So, this is going to be a very positive. The tunnel, itself would be a safety issue.
We certainly wouldn’t want to what do to that. So we’re thankful, grateful and we’re looking forward to it so let’s get it
done. Thank you.

Written Comment — 2017 | witnessed a student from Bosse running for his trying to avoid being hit by an 18-wheeler. |
immediately called Gail Riecken who referred me to Ryan Hatfield. It is exciting to see this is actually going to happen this
time. Let’s get her done!

Response — No response required
Betsy Pruitt, President of Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association
Written Comment Via Email: Good afternoon, Chris.

| appreciate you sharing all of these details with me. We are so grateful for the work you have already done to ensure

the safety of students and community members at this heavily traveled intersection. Building this bridge will not only

give students and families a safe crossing to Bosse High School, but it will also allow members of our neighborhood to
safely access businesses located on the west side of Highway 41 that we have previously been unable to walk to in the
past even though they are so close to our neighborhood.

The Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association would like to formally agree with INDOT’s recommendation that the
pedestrian crossing bridge be placed at the corner of Highway 41 and Washington Avenue.

Our Vice President, Michael Pruitt, will be representing GLNA virtually in tonight’s meeting because | am suffering from
the Flu. My apologies that we are unable to join you in person. We are hopeful that we will be there for the next event
surrounding this important project.

Thank you again for all of your work, and we look forward to traversing this journey with you.
Respectfully,
President of Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association

Response — No response required
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Brent Jackson

Written Comments Via Email:

December 4, 2020:

Regarding the Public Response to the newly Proposed US 41 Pedestrian Bridge

INTRODUCTION: | am a professional IT Consultant who owns his own business. | am a certified Microsoft Partner and
engineer. | build computers, servers, and networks. | have lived in Evansville, Indiana my whole life. | have lived at my
current residence of 1401 Henning Avenue for over 27 years. | have been the President of the Presidents Neighborhood
Association for 12 years. My neighborhood abuts Highway 41 and is just south of Washington Avenue. As well as
President of the United Neighborhoods of Evansville from 2016 to 2018. | remain as a board member of UNOE.

ABSTRACT: November 18th, 2020 was the first public meeting held at Bosse High School regarding the newly proposed
pedestrian bridge that is to cross US Highway 41 at or near the Washington Avenue intersection. The meeting was
hosted by HNTB design group from Indianapolis lead by Christine Meador

GEOGRAPHY: Prior to 1971, the four lane highway 41 did not exist. OLD Highway 41 was a two lane road just 3-4 blocks
west of the current highway and is now known as Kentucky Avenue (south of the Lloyd Expressway) and Fares Avenue
(north of the Lloyd). Bosse High School was built in 1912 along Gilbert Avenue (now Highway 41) and Washington Ave.
From 1924 to 1971 Bosse High School existed in a neighborhood where Washington Avenue was the greatest safety
concern.

HISTORY: Since 1972, just after Highway 41 was built through the neighborhood, segregating the safe walk to two
schools, Bosse and Washington grade school, there have been several citizen initiatives to build a pedestrian bridge over
Highway 41. A significant amount of debate and discussion has occurred over the last 50 years with INDOT and the State
of Indiana political figure heads regarding the potential of building a pedestrian overpass. For your perusal, | have
attached some news articles related to this specific subject.

LATE IMPROVEMENTS: Starting in 2008 through to 2016, there has been a gracious amount of improvements to the
intersection of 41 and Washington Avenue. Including but not limited to, dedicated turn lanes, longer turn lanes,
improved turning radius, improved piano stripping at the crosswalk, ADA improvements, and improved pedestrian
controls and lighting.

THE NEW GREENWAY PROJECT: The Greenway project is an ongoing pedestrian and bike path project in the City/County
of Evansville. In 2018, a new section of the “Evansville Greenway” was opened along Highway 41. The specific section is
called the “Hi-Rail” because it was once where the Southern lllinois railroad ran. The hi-rail section runs parallel to
Highway 41 from Walnut Avenue to Riverside Avenue. It is important to note this change. In that the Greenway path will
eventually connect to all other major pedestrian paths. A bridge being built crossing 41 is more than just for grade or
high school students, but for the entire community. | want you to know how epic of a decision this is going to be.

DRIVING FACTORS: The Pedestrian Bridge Project is 100% citizen driven. Since 1972 when Highway 41 was built through
the south end of Evansville, there have been citizens asking, pleading, and at times demanding changes be made to the
area to accommodate the students and pedestrians that cross highway 41.

THE BRIDGE PROPOSALS: At the first public meeting on November 18th, the HNTB design team revealed 4 locations
along Highway 41 to build a bridge or tunnel. Washington, Blackford, Powell, and Chandler Avenues. Considering COVID
restrictions, the presentation went quite well. Large poster boards spread around the perimeter of the room
demonstrating the views and looks of 4 different locations along with a quick slideshow. Very 1st stage material.
Designers were available for discussion and were on hand. Good job! | could not have done any better.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY: At the end of the first public meeting, there were two oral comments given by the public. The first
was given by Jane Hackert who claimed to represent the Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association. Her comments
were spoken out of turn and out of order. She did not get the neighborhood’s official opinion and was simply giving her
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own. | spoke with her after the meeting and she retracted most of what she said on camera to me personally. She is a
new board member at the neighborhood association and was not really authorized to speak on their behalf. | have
called other GLNA neighborhood members, who happen to agree with me, and Ms. Hackert’s comments should be
stricken from the record. Just so you know, | would have called a neighborhood meeting together about the bridge
proposals to get an official vote, if | would have had more time to respond.

The second commentator was Reverend Gerald Summers who is also head of the local NAACP. He too, spoke in favor of
the bridge in general, and yes, the recommended Washington bridge location. | wanted to add some context to this for
those of you who are not familiar with this subject. There have been accusations of racism because a bridge crossing
over 41 has not been built to date. Some believe, myself included, that if Bosse High School was predominately white,
the bridge would have been built by now. That has been the general rub on why the NAACP has interest in the bridge
being built. | want to add that | spoke with Mr. Summers after the meeting and he said he would be in favor of any
bridge built across highway 41, not just the recommended one. He also said no to tunnels, | agree.

| did not give a rebuttal or public comment because | would have taken the mic for an hour. | did not feel this was the
forum or the time & place to have this long-detailed discussion.

PATHWAYS TO SCHOOL: The HBNT proposals seem to focus on the fact that most pedestrian traffic crosses at
Washington Avenue. The language in the proposals then use this fact as one of the determining factors to decide where
the bridge should go. This is a poor metric to use because pedestrians have no other real choice of where to cross in that
area. All along Highway 41 there are right-of-way and access control fences. The fences are 9 feet tall on the Bosse High
School property. These fences are designed to be access barriers. | believe, most students would choose to cross at
Powell Avenue, if there was a way to do it. Principal Aaron Huff at Bosse High School agrees with me. More on that
below.

BRIDGE COSTS: In the details of proposal, the Washington Avenue location has a cheaper price tag when compared to
the other alternatives. This is being used as another metric in choosing which bridge to build. However, | want to elevate
the fact that citizens have been asking for a bridge to cross near the Washington Avenue intersection for 50 years. It is a
little late to be concerned about the costs to rectify this long term problem. | know things are changing about street and
highway designs today, but understand when this Highway was built, it was all about cars and trucks and not pedestrians
back then. Today’s traffic plans are starting to include pedestrian and bicycle traffic, especially in urban areas. Building a
pedestrian bridge is one of those things that would have been done had the highway been built today. We are just
asking for our new safety standards to catch up to this old highway problem.

HUMAN NATURE: It is well known among traffic engineers that for every percent longer it takes to use a pedestrian
overpass, you lose that percentage of people in doing it (citation: Mark Fenton see link below). Based on this statistic
and based on the time | estimate it would take to get across the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location, it
would take a walker 140% longer to use the recommended bridge at Washington Avenue than to cross at grade.
Distance and convenience is another metric being used by the design team as a qualifying factor. How does the
Washington Avenue bridge location qualify as being convenient, on this metric?!?

WASHINGTON AVE BRIDGE LOCATION PROPOSAL: Below | enumerate the list of reasons of why | believe the Washington
Avenue proposal is not the best recommendation for this area.

#1 | am not very confident that we will see the bridge used at all. See HUMAN NATURE above.

#2 Bosse High School itself faces Washington Avenue. All of Bosse High School’s front doors are closed to staff and
students. This is an Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation policy. Students that cross at Washington Avenue
heading east to school, must also walk all the way around to the other end of the school to one of the side entrances
that face Lodge Avenue, to gain entry. Adding a bridge at Washington Avenue will only give them a further distance to
walk.
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#3 Previous traffic experts and engineers who have looked at the Washington Avenue intersection say that a pedestrian
bridge will not work at Washington Avenue. During the summer of 2011, Walking Evansville a non-profit organization, as
well as the Welborn Baptist Foundation, hired Mark Fenton a Public Health and Planning Consultant from the greater
Boston area. During a visit to Evansville, Fenton opined about several pedestrian bridges in town including one at
Washington Avenue. He discussed why many do not work. In the video found in the links below, Part 1 and Part 2 of a
documentary and educational piece that aired on WNIN channel 9 shortly after his visit. | wanted to share these videos
with INDOT and the design team as he talks about pedestrian bridges in Evansville extensively. Around the five minute
mark in Part 1, Mr. Fenton talks about the Washington Avenue intersection.

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlpjpVkMral
Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P998mPWn1I1Y&t=351s

#4 None of the estimates in the alternative report show the costs to relocate or rebuild the McDonald’s sign located on
the west side of the highway. Based on the artwork and depiction, | am assuming that there will need to be a purchase
of eminent domain and the sign will need to be moved or replaced. Shouldn’t the costs of eminent domain and the costs
to move and possibly replace the McDonald’s sign, be added to the overall projected costs of a Washington Avenue
Bridge location? What about the Dentist’s Office across the street?

BRIDGE IDEA NOT SEEN AT PUBLIC MEETING: On February 21st, 2020 in an effort to kickstart the ideas committee on
how and where to build a pedestrian bridge, | emailed the attached BRIDGE CONCEPT EXHIBIT A to Rusty Fowler, Deputy
Commissioner with INDOT Vincennes District. This suggestion did not seem to go anywhere, as it was not one of the
proposed bridge locations that HBNT design team revealed at the November 18th meeting. When | showed the my
bridge idea to one of the HBNT designers at the meeting, he acted as if he had never seen the bridge suggestion or idea.

Further, on November 24th, 2020, | met with Bosse High School Principal Aaron Huff to discuss the four HBNT proposals.
During the course of the discussion, it was discovered that he and | had the same thoughts on where the bridge should
be located. Principal Huff said that he discussed nearly this exact bridge and crossing location with HNTB consultants,
and he does not know why it was not included in the original list of proposals presented at the November 18th meeting.

BRIDGE CONCEPT EXHIBIT A: For the record, attached to this public response is Bridge Concept Exhibit A. This Exhibit
depicts a pedestrian bridge crossing Highway 41, perpendicular to the highway and in between Powell and Blackford
Avenues. The bridge would be 17.5 feet in height and span 160 feet across highway 41. It is just 275 feet north of the
Washington Avenue bridge recommendation. The bridge depiction follows the ADA framework and federal highway

guidelines.

On the west side of the highway there would be two physical ramps. One descending north and one descending south.
The southbound ramp would dump off/pickup just in front of McDonald’s on Washington. The northbound ramp would
pick up and dump off between Chandler and Powell Avenues on the greenway. These ramps would be found in well lit
areas due to the existing solar/LED lights recently installed on the newly opened hi-rail section of the greenway.

On the east side of highway 41 the bridge ramp would descend heading east across the unused backside portion of the
Bosse practice field as depicted in exhibit A. Then the ramp turns slightly north and follows the contour of the football
field stadium finally transitioning to the street level on Powell Avenue. If any extra lighting is needed on the east side of
the highway, it should be on the school to pitch in and provide the needed lighting on their property. The City of
Evansville could add some additional street lighting at the dead end of Powell and around the concession areas that
have been previously broken into. These are standard requests done through the City Engineering department.

Using this bridge and ramp concept accomplishes the following things:

o 100% of the bridge and ramp would be built on public property. Whether it be City, State, or school property, no
eminent domain would be required.

o Will avoid 100% of all overhead and buried public utilities.
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. Will avoid the Reduced Conflict Intersection projects.

o 100% of Bosse students who live west of 41 could get to school or home faster using this bridge.
. Requires no additional lighting to be built by INDOT/project planners.
. A 100% participation rate is likely because there will be no faster way to school or to the other side of highway

41, thusly safety to students and the community will be at 100%.

. This bridge proposal is the only one that passes all of the “Key Factors” qualifiers that was used to vet the other
alternative bridges & tunnels and in my opinion deserves a diligent review by the design team.

MEETING WITH THE PRINCIPAL: On November 24th, 2020 | had a meeting with Principal Aaron Huff of Bosse High
School. At that meeting, he agreed with me that the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location is unlikely to get
used by his students. He also thought, as do |, that a Powell Avenue dump off would be more likely used. Principal Huff
did express some concern about existing vandalism and crime behind Bosse High School on Powell Avenue around the
concession stands and that there is potential that this bridge may bring more of that concern. Although | do not disagree
with Mr. Huff, | do not feel that the weight of that problem outweighs the need of having this bridge dump off behind
Bosse High School at Powell Avenue. | believe that Mr. Huff is only doing the right thing by defending his turf. Other
crime prevention techniques should be employed to curb any crime behind Bosse school with or without the bridge
being built there. Evansville PD can be requested to pickup patrols through the area. Additional lighting may be needed
behind the school and this bridge could be the catalyst to getting that done.

MY CONCLUSION: Other than the one time novelty of crossing a bridge at the Washington Avenue location, | do not
believe that you could convince me that the Bosse area students or the area pedestrians would use a bridge built at the
Washington Avenue recommended location in the years to come. | believe It would become a joke around town and
INDOT, certain politicians, and some of us activists wanting a bridge over 41, would get blamed with a boondoggle. Let’s
not make a hasty decision and build a bridge in which math and statistics tell us that nobody will use.

MY RECOMMENDATIONS: | would like to move and recommend that INDOT and the HBNT design team revisit some of
their designs and to vet the proposed Bridge Concept Exhibit A that | have brought to the table through the public
comment process.

Alternatively, | would also like to recommend that INDOT/HBNT design team consider ramps that run their full length in
one direction north and south respectively on the west side of the highway in parallel along the hi-rail greenway. There
is room.

I would also like to recommend that INDOT/HBNT design team reconsider the other alternate bridge locations that could
potentially dump off on Powell Avenue behind the school.

DISCLAIMER: If by chance you do use any of my ideas or designs, | hold HBNT and INDOT free from any legal or financial
obligation for using my ideas or concepts. | do and will give all credit to the designers and engineers. | am operating
under my own free will and | have not been hired, employed, or paid by any person, business, or entity to act on this
project.

| am open for further discussion and a rebuttal. Please feel free to contact me using any of the below information.
Brent Jackson

1401 Henning Avenue

Evansville, Indiana 47714

TEXT or PHONE: (812) 457-3733

EMAIL: brent@bdjackson.com
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WEB: http://bdjackson.com
Response — This alternate is similar to the alternate examined to Powel and will be considered.

December 3, 2020: Ramps were identified in the other alternative bridge locations, as well as the costs to build each
ramp. But the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location does not disclose that? How can you estimate the
costs of ramps at the other non-recommended bridge locations, but forgo the recommended one?!? Wasn’t the “final
costs” one of the Key Factors used in qualifying a bridge locations candidacy?!? | don’t understand how you come to
your financial conclusions of how this bridge is cheaper without drilling down to the costs of the bridge ramps at the
Washington Avenue location.

Response Via Email on December 3, 2020: No response sent
December 2, 2020: Thank You for responding Christine!
| see you added recipients to this email. | replied to ALL this time...

Regarding the Washington Avenue proposed bridge. Can you tell me more about the ramps that will be used there? The
online report says that there will be 3 runs of ramps used at Blackford, but mentions nothing about the Washington
Avenue Bridge proposal. | measured the distance and | am trying to gauge how many runs of ramps will be on each side
of a Washington Avenue bridge. Has that been determined? Using ADA requirements, | am measuring 5 runs of ramps
on the westside of 41?1?

Response Via Email on December 3, 2020: Thank you for the follow up — I included the project and task
managers so everyone is in the loop. As we are so early in the design phase, the ramp configuration has not
been determined yet, but will be identified during the preliminary design phase of the project. A ramp
configuration that minimizes project footprint while meeting ADA criteria will be used for our design.

December 1, 2020: Thank you for this. | was in attendance at this meeting in Evansville a couple of weeks ago. | thought |
missed something during the course of the meeting and have reviewed everything that has been made public about the
project. However, at that meeting you talk about the “RCI Project” but never elaborated on what that acronym or
project really is. This is the first | heard of the RCI project. Could you tell me what it is and the effective footprint of that
project?

| am preparing a formal written response.

Response Via Email on December 2, 2020 - Thank you for your participation in the project development process.
“RCI” is an acronym for reduced conflict intersection which is a term used for a variety of different intersection
designs that reduce the likelihood of vehicle crashes. Under the right traffic conditions, RCls can improve safety
and reduce delay by separating and simplifying traffic movements and reduce the number of traffic signal
phases.

The RCl at US 41 and Washington Avenue project is in the initial stages of project development and just recently
secured funding. INDOT anticipates construction in 2025. In 2021, as part of the project development process, a
study to evaluate different RCl intersection types and their effectiveness at this intersection will be developed
and shared with the public. The project will also be incorporated into the local Transportation Improvement
Plan.

If you have any further questions or comments please let us know.
Evansville City Council

Written Comment Via Email: The safety of every resident in the City of Evansville is a concern of the Common Council. In
order for our city to reach its fullest potential, we must ensure that proper safety measures exist and are continually
improved. We proudly support all measures that make transit more efficient and to also increase the safety of
pedestrians in our community.
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It is with great excitement, joy, and full support that the Evansville City Council proudly supports the efforts to construct
a bridge over the busy intersection of Washington Avenue and U.S. Highway 41. Though this project is in its infancy, we
fully support Alternate Option Ill, which is scheduled to begin construction in the spring 2023.

Over the next few years, please know that the Evansville City Council is in full support of this project. As a body, we are
grateful for community members, organizations, and Mayor Winnecke for carrying the conversation forward to become
a reality to benefit pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles. Most importantly, students who attend Bosse High School and
Washington Middle School will no longer have to worry about the dangers that crossing U.S. Highway 41 brings.

This measure is needed and the bridge will be an asset to the City of Evansville.
Humbly submitted,

Ben Trockman

Zac Heronemus

Alex Burton

Justin Elpers

Jonathan Weaver

City Councilors of Evansville, IN

Response Via Email on December 4, 2020: Thank You for your comments and support. We agree that safety of
the public is very important, and we look forward to continuing our partnership with the City of Evansville
through the development of this project.

Elaine Mittleman

Written Comment Via Email: Troy and Christine - | am submitting comments about the proposed pedestrian
overpass at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue.

Please see messages below.
I am in favor of the overpass.

| am very frustrated because | had previously contacted INDOT and other officials several times about my
experience. | do not believe that my input was considered. | was hoping that | would be given updates or
notice of progress about the plans but that did not happen.

| do not think that INDOT was at all responsive to my comments and input.

As you can see from the documents attached, | had a very serious accident at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue.
| was hit by an ambulance that was driving northbound on U.S. 41 from Henderson.

The ambulance did not slow down at all or acknowledge that | had the right-of-way.

| believe | could have been badly injured or killed if | had not been an alert driver. The ambulance driver drove
through the intersection at a high rate of speed, even though there was a red light.

| would like to be kept informed about the plans so | can make substantive comments.
Thank you for your attention to this.

Elaine Mittleman
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Cell phone 202 297-2338

Response via Email — Thank you for your comment. | have added your contact information to our project contact
list and you will receive notices of future meetings or project updates via email.
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Meeting Agenda

Meeting Description: US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation — Evansville — Stakeholder Meeting 2
Meeting Date: Wednesday April 28, 2021 — 12 am Eastern Time/11 am Central Time
Location: Virtual Meeting Via Microsoft Teams

Topics:

Introduction/Opening

Review of where we’ve been

o Engineer’s Report

e Environmental steps, including 1st Public Meeting
Look at where we’re going

e Aesthetic considerations

e Public Open House 5/12

e Project Timeline

Questions / Feedback

Des No 1902709

Appendix F, Page 155 of 246


http://www.in.gov/dot/

11/10/2021

Agenda

( \ Introductions

Review of Where We've Been
* Engineering
* Environmental

Review of Where We're Going

* Aesthetics

Welcome to the US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation

Stakeholder Meeting #2 - Project Timeline
\ ) ¢ Public Open House — May 12, 2021
April 28, 2021 Questions / Feedback
2
Introductions and Project Participants Review of Where We've Been

Indiana Department of Transportation

e -
= Engineering

[

Federal Highway Administration

City of Evansville
\/ Environmental Steps, including 15t Public Meeting

Stakeholders

4] Project Team
4
Engineering Locations Investigated
1. East Chandler Ave.
2. East Powell Ave.
4 3. East Blackford Ave.
4. Washington Ave.
2
3
a4
5 6
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11/10/2021

Alternate 3

* Recommended

Environmental Documentation

Early Red Flag
Coordination Investigation

Natural and
Y Cultural
Community
Resources
Resources

Section 106 Consultation

Categorical Exclusion

Disclosure of resources and impacts

Release Draft for Public Involvement

Final to document decision

10

Public Information Meeting #1

18 Attendees 2,000 Views of

presentation

6 Comments

At Look at Where We're Going

—| Aesthetic Considerations

Project Timeline

Public Open House (May 12, 2021)

11
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11/10/2021

Aesthetic Considerations

Aesthetic Considerations — Bridge Location Plan

13

14

Aesthetic Considerations — Option 1

Aesthetic Considerations — Option 2

15

16

Aesthetic Considerations — Option 3

Aesthetic Considerations — Railing Options

17
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11/10/2021

Schedule

19

20

Public Open House —May 12, 2021

* Process

* Open Discussion with Project Team

* Bridge Aesthetic Boards

* Aesthetics Voting Boards (multiple for social distancing)
* Logistics

* Location/Time — 4pm to 6pm

* Meeting Room — Bosse Cafeteria

* COVID supplies will be available

* Hand Sanitizer, Masks, Sneeze Guards, Signs

¢ Other Thoughts/Considerations

Thank You

*Questions/Feedback

21
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100 North Senate Avenue Eric J. Holcomb, Governor

Room N642 855-INDOT4U  Joe McGuinness, Commissioner
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 (855-463-6848)

DES# 1902709

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public open house on
Wednesday May 12, 2021, at the Benjamin Bosse High School Cafeteria located at 1300
Washington Avenue, Evansville, IN 47714. The purpose of this event is to offer all interested
persons an opportunity to view and comment on the recommended pedestrian crossing at
US 41. The intent of the project is to improve pedestrian safety for individuals trying to
cross US 41. To provide participants time to view displays and speak with project
representatives, doors will be open from 4-6 p.m. (CDT).

The project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight Township,
Vanderburgh County, within INDOT’s Vincennes District. The High-Rail Pedestrian Trail runs
along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and connects to the sidewalks on the north
and south sides of Washington Avenue. Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast
corner of this intersection. Based on safety concerns for pedestrian and bicycle traffic at the
intersection, a grade separated crossing is warranted at this location. A pedestrian bridge is being
recommended on the north side of the US 41 and Washington Avenue intersection. INDOT is
seeking stakeholder and public input on the project.

At present, both state and federal funds are available for project construction. A Categorical
Exclusion Level 2 or 4 document will be prepared for this project to fully evaluate the project
impacts. Project materials, including display boards and information from this open house, will
be available to view at https:// www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm, or upon request.

Persons with limited internet access can request project information be mailed to them. For more
information, contact Christine Meador at HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200,
Indianapolis, IN 46204; or at cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682.

This in-person public open house will include appropriate social distancing measures. Meeting
attendees and the project team are required to wear masks per local ordinance. Social distancing
will be practiced. Attendees who do not have a mask will be provided one, and hand sanitation
stations will be available. For those that would like to participate virtually, information from this
open house, including display boards, will be available to view at
https://www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm.

In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability or need
assistance with accessibility such as document viewing, interpreters or readers, please contact
Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 or
cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 regarding accommodations.

www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity
Employer
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Comments can be submitted in writing via a comment form or verbally at the public open house.
Submissions can also be made through the U.S. Postal Service or E-mail. Comments should be
addressed to Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis IN
46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com. Comments can also be directed to Troy Arnold, INDOT Project
Manager, Indiana Department of Transportation Vincennes District, 3650 South U.S. Highway
41, Vincennes, IN 47591 or TArnold1 @indot.IN.gov. Comments will be accepted through
Friday June 4, 2021.

This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section
771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to
carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating:
“Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure
that the process provide full and open access to all interested parties and revise the process, as
appropriate.”; and 3) INDOT Public Involvement Policies and Procedures were approved by the
FHWA on August 16, 2012.

www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal
Opportunity
Employer
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Pedestrian Bridge - Location Plan

Pedestrian Bridge
High Rail Trail Ramp Enlow Field
Realignment
McDonald’s / Circle K Ben_jamin Bosse
Ramp High School
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Business Sign to be Relocated | _
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Ramp Touchdown Point
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Railing Options

Standard Railivg

Precedent Twmage:

Other Railing Options:

Local Example: Lloyd Expressway
Pedestrian Bridge

|

US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation - Public Information Meeting #2




Bridge Pier Option

Traditional Design

Primary Forwmliver Color Options:
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Bridge Pier Option

Architectural Design

Hand Sketch Concept: Precedevt Timages:
\ Concrete Bridge Pier
Dimensional Metal Emblem, Attached to Concrete Benjamin Bosse High School - Architectural Details
- Brick
- Concrete Shield, Cast-in-place - Limestone Shield
- Limestone Trim

Concrete Trim, Cast-in-place

Concrete, Cast-in-place (Brick Pattern Formliner)

Concrete Base, w/ 1”7 Chamfer Detail, Cast-in-place

Emblem Color and Font Options:

H B
© =2 B
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Bridge Pier Option

. . This design was inspired by the )
CO MmMmun Ity DeS | g N community students and parents Precedent Limages:
who linked arms to make this
project a reality. In the same way,
the metal shroud with individual
circles represents this group of
people and the red metal “E”
represents the diverse population
of Evansville. They both are
linked together and encompass the
concrete pier.

\

Concrete Bridge Pier

/ Custom Metal Shroud

around Pier

Evansville

Side View (left) Road Side View Side View (right)
(frout)

US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation - Public Information Meeting #2




Bridge Pier - Preference Board i ¢ vst on e pesign you prefer

NOTE: Images shown are for example only to portray design intent and are not the final design.
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Schedule

Abbreviated Engineer’s Report

Preliminary Alternatives

. Project Letting
Screening Report

Contract
. Administration
and Advertisement

’—} Construction

2023

Public Information Meeting #1
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Historic Resource Review

The Section 106 Process

Before a review
begins, the federal
agency must decide
if Section 106

applies.

Initiating Identifying

Section 106 Historic Effects

The federal agency Properties The federal agency
identifies who The federal agency consults to assess
should be involved Al es hoiardle the effects of the
in consu!tation and properties in the project on historic
plans to involve the s wibEre The properties.

public. projects could have

effects.

Our Timeline

1. Initiating Section 106
Early coordination sent in January 8, 2021 with invitation to be a Consulting Party to local,
state and tribal parties. Identified the State Historic Preservation Officer, the Evansville
Historic Preservation Officer, Indiana Landmarks, Miami Tribe of Oklahoma, and Shawnee

Tribe accepted consulting party status.

2. ldentifying Historic Properties:

Below Ground - Project reviewed by an archaeologist and found to be disturbed
Above Ground - Historic Property Report identified one property listed in the NRHP, the

Lincolnshire Historic District which contains both Enlow Field and Benjamin Bosse High
School.

3. Assess Effects:

Prepare Effects Letter and Section 800.11 to document effects. Anticipate No Adverse Effect.

4. Achieve Resolution:
Consulting Parties concurrence with No Adverse Effect and Aesthetic Treatments.

in13 Vanderburgh EcwMosaicS
_Var _ PW
2013 IndianaMap Data - 2018

Indiana University Spatial Data Portal

4,

Lincoln Avenue

Lincolnshire Historic District (NR-0908)

Achieving a
Resolution

The federal agency
explores alternatives
to avoid, minimize,
or mitigate adverse
effects.
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Z
»
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IHSSI# 163-196-41027)

Enlow Field
(IHSSI# 163-196-41044)

Benjamin Bosse High School
(IHSSI# 163-196-41045)
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Phone Numbers and E-mail addresses redacted
throughout document
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From: Elaine Mittleman G

Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 5:20 PM

To: Christine Meador; Dan Thatcher; tarnold1@indot.in.gov

Subject: Comment on U.S. 41 Grade Separated Pedestrian Crossing DES Number
1902709

Attachments: Indiana Officer's Standard Crash Report 12.29.2016.pdf; City of Henderson |

letter and documents 2.06.2017.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #1.pdf; NHTSA |
Lights_and_Sirens_Use_by EMS_May 2017.pdf

Hello - | attended the public information meeting at Bosse
High School on May 12, 2021. | appreciated the opportunity
to view the displays and to speak with you.

| am pleased that you are pursuing the project involving
the pedestrian crossing. However, my concern is broader
than just the pedestrian crossing.

As we discussed, | was involved in an accident at the intersection
of U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue. An ambulance heading

north on U.S. 41 from Henderson, KY, went through the red light
and did not yield or slow down. | was driving east on Washington
Avenue. If | had not seen the ambulance and slammed on my
brakes, | think | may have been seriously injured or killed.
Attached are the police report, a letter from the City of
Henderson and a photo of the car | was driving.

The accident has been a motivation for me to study safety issues
concerning emergency vehicles. It appears that there are
assumptions that drivers of emergency vehicles have the
right-of-way as long as they turn on their lights and siren

[L&S].

| believe that assumption is not correct. The attached
NHTSA study is very thorough and informative. It
states at page 49 that:

L&S merely request the right of way from other drivers,
but neither emergency warning lights nor siren are
very effective. Do not assume that your vehicle has
been seen by other drivers, and always proceed with
caution and due regard.

The police report for the accident | was involved in included
the following statement from the ambulance driver:
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He stated as he was approaching the intersection he
changed the tone of the siren. He stated he had the
red light but didn't come to a complete stop to make
sure all traffic had stopped for his lights and siren.

I think @ more accurate statement is that the ambulance
driver did not slow down at all, even though there was
ared light. He did not attempt to move into another
lane to avoid hitting me. Further, | believe it was

likely that he was driving over the speed limit.

| understand that this accident is not directly related
to the project for a pedestrian crossing. However,

| strongly believe that the accident shows how
dangerous the intersections can be on U.S. 41.
Drivers have the impression that they are on a

major highway and they may not pay adequate
attention to the many cross streets and intersections
on U.S. 41. The drivers also may not pay attention
to or respect red and yellow lights.

| think that the ambulance driver's statement is
very revealing. How did he think it was safe for
him to go through an intersection when he had
ared light? As | have thought about this, the

best explanation | can think of is that the driver
somehow thought that the siren protected him
and would magically prevent cars driving through
the intersection from the cross street, even though
those drivers had a green light.

It also seems that the ambulance driver did not give
adequate attention to the possible negative outcomes
of his actions. Someone could have been killed or
badly injured. There was a delay in transporting

the patient in the ambulance to the hospital because
another ambulance had to be used. The ambulance
in the accident was not drivable.

Another consideration is the layout of U.S. 41. |
believe that there is a curve in the highway south
of Washington Avenue. As a result, the vehicles
driving north cannot see the intersection with
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Washington Avenue until they are fairly close
to the intersection.

If you are planning a follow-up study, | think it
would be very useful to evaluate the overall
intersection of U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue.
It would also be useful to study U.S. 41 through
much of Evansville, because there are numerous
intersections. | believe that U.S. 41 is a highway
that has presented safety concerns for many
years.

Thank you for your efforts on this project.

| would be glad to discuss this with you or to
provide additional information.

Elaine Mittleman
300 Main Street
Suite 2A

Evansville, IN 47708
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To be published in the Evansville Courier on Monday, June 13, and Tuesday, June 21, 2022

DES# 1902709

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMENT ON THE
PROPOSED DE MINIMIS SECTION 4(F) USE DETERMINATION

Pedestrian Bridge at the intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold an in-person public hearing on
Wednesday, June 29, 2022, at Benjamin Bosse High School, 1300 Washington Avenue,
Evansville IN 47714. Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. (CDT) to allow participants time to view
project displays and speak with project representatives before the formal presentation begins at 6
p.m. (CDT). To accommodate those unable to attend in person, the public hearing presentation
and comment session will also be broadcast live on the INDOT Southwest Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/INDOTVincennesDistrict/.

This public hearing will include appropriate COVID-19 safety measures. Masks and sanitation
stations will be made available for attendees.

The purpose of the public hearing is to offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment on
the environmental document and preliminary design plans for the pedestrian crossing at US 41
and Washington Avenue. The project intends to improve safety for pedestrians attempting to
cross US 41.

The project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight Township,
Vanderburgh County, within the INDOT Vincennes District. The Hi-Rail Pedestrian Trail runs
along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and connects to the sidewalks on the north
and south sides of Washington Avenue. Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast
corner of this intersection. A grade-separated crossing is warranted at this location based on
safety concerns for pedestrian and bicycle traffic.

The project requires the reacquisition of 0.129 acre of permanent right-of-way and 0.098 acre of
temporary right-of-way.

Traffic on US 41 is anticipated to be maintained in both directions during construction except for
a single temporary closure of US 41 to erect the new prefabricated bridge. The majority of
construction is anticipated to occur outside of the travel lanes. Washington Avenue will remain
open during construction. A detour for pedestrian traffic on the Hi-Rail trail through the bridge
construction area will utilize E Blackford Avenue, S Kerth Avenue, and Washington Avenue.
Pedestrians will be detoured around the Washington Avenue curb ramp construction in phase 2
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via Washington Avenue, S Kerth Avenue, and Jefferson Avenue. The closures/lane restrictions
will pose a temporary inconvenience to traveling motorists (including school buses and
emergency services); however, no significant delays are anticipated. All disruptions and delays
will cease upon project completion.

Local, state, and federal funds are available for project construction. A Categorical Exclusion
Level 4 document will be prepared to fully evaluate project impacts.

Project materials including the DRAFT Categorical Exclusion Level 4 document are available to
view online at https://www.in.gov/indot/about-indot/central-office/welcome-to-the-vincennes-
district/us-41-pedestrian-crossing-in-evansville/. The DRAFT Categorical Exclusion Level 4 is
available for viewing in person at both the Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library Central (200
SE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Evansville, IN 47713) and the Evansville Vanderburgh Public
Library East (840 E. Chandler Ave., Evansville, IN 47713), or upon request.

As part of the environmental evaluation of the community and natural resource impacts of the
proposed project, any potential public recreation areas must be identified and evaluated for
protection under Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, 49 USC 303(c).
As a publicly-owned and/or managed trail that is open to the public, the Hi-Rail Trail, located on
the west side of US 41 extending from Riverside Drive to Walnut Street, is considered to be a
Section 4(f) resource. This trail is a multi-use asphalt path with occasional park benches and
amenities. Due to the construction of this project, 0.086 acre of temporary right-of-way from the
Hi-Rail Trail and 0.118 acre of permanent right-of-way from the trail itself will be necessary.
Permanent and temporary right-of-way is required for the relocation of 200 linear feet of the trail
around the pedestrian bridge and ramp. The Hi-Rail Trail will be straightened and relocated to be
adjacent to the existing right-of-way fence north of Washington Avenue. The Hi-Rail Trail will
pass under the new pedestrian bridge between the right-of-way fence and the ramp to the
pedestrian bridge. The pedestrian ramp connection to the trail will be at the south end of the
ramp. The trail crossing at Washington Avenue will be straightened and upgraded on both sides
of Washington Avenue to comply with current American with Disability Act (ADA) design
standards. In addition, the trail will be temporarily closed during construction. The temporary
closure will not be required for the duration of the project construction. These impacts will result
in a Section 4(f) use of the trail.

The purpose of the public notice for the Section 4(f) de minimis use determination is to offer all
interested persons an opportunity to comment on the Section 4(f) use of the Hi-Rail Trail and to
provide comments to the project team and the official with jurisdiction regarding the Section 4(f)
use determination.

The project is anticipated to be a de minimis impact on the trail. A de minimis impact is one that,
after taking into account any measure to minimize harm (such as avoidance, minimization,
mitigation, or enhancement measures), will not adversely affect the activities, features, or
attributes qualifying a park, recreation area, or refuge for protection under Section 4(f). A de
minimis impact determination requires public involvement and concurrence from the official
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with jurisdiction. The official with jurisdiction for the trail is the City of Evansville. The City of
Evansville Parks Department have expressed no concerns with the trail relocation.

Information on this proposed action and its impacts, avoidance, minimization, mitigation, or
enhancement measures at the Hi-Rail Trail is available in the Categorical Exclusion Level 4
document. INDOT respectfully requests that comments on the Section 4(f) de minimis use
determination be submitted by Monday, July 18, 2022. Comments will become part of the
official record and will be considered when making future project-related decisions.

Project information can be mailed to interested persons by contacting Christine Meador at
cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-917-5338. Written requests can also be mailed to her attention c/o
HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204.

Public statements will be recorded as part of this public hearing on both the Section 4(f) de
minimis use determination and the Categorical Exclusion Level 4. All verbal statements recorded
during the public hearing, and all written comments submitted before, during, and for
approximately two (2) weeks following the hearing date, will be evaluated, considered, and
addressed in subsequent environmental documentation.

Comments written on the Facebook livestream video or other social channels will not be entered
into public record and will not be considered.

Written comments should be sent to Christine Meador at cmeador@HNTB.com or mailed to
Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 OR to the
INDOT Project Manager, Troy Arnold at tarnold1@indot.in.gov or mailed to Troy Arnold,
INDOT Vincennes District, 3650 S US Highway 41, Vincennes, IN 47591. INDOT respectfully
requests that comments on both the Section 4(f) de minimis use determination and the
Categorical Exclusion Level 4 be submitted by Monday, July 18, 2022.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, persons and/or groups who require project information in alternative languages or
formats should contact Christine Meador at 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN
46204, or by calling 317-917-5338.

This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section
771 (CFR 771.111(h)(2) stating, “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to
carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.”; 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating,
“Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure
that the process provides full and open access to all interested parties and revise the process, as
appropriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Public Involvement Policies and Procedures approved by the
Federal Highway Administration on August 16, 2012.
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DES# 2000186
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
Intersection Improvement at US 41 at Washington Avenue

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public open house in
conjunction with the public hearing for the US 41 and Washington Avenue Pedestrian Bridge on
Wednesday, June 29, 2022, at Benjamin Bosse High School, 1300 Washington Avenue,
Evansville IN 47714. Doors will be open from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (CDT) to allow
participants time to view project displays and speak with project representatives. No formal
presentation on the intersection improvement will be given.

Local, state, and federal funds are available for project construction. A Categorical Exclusion
document will be prepared to fully evaluate the project impacts.

Project materials, including display boards and other information provided at this open house,
will be available to view on the INDOT Vincennes District website after the open house or upon
request. Persons with limited internet access can request that project information be mailed to
them. For more information, contact Christine Meador at HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite
1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204; or at cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682.

The purpose of the public open house is to introduce the public to the preliminary project design
for the intersection improvement at the intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue and to
offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment.

The need for the project is based on the existing crash rates and safety concerns at this
intersection. Between 2016 and 2018, there were 15 Fatal and/or Incapacitating Crashes, 15 Non-
Incapacitating and Possibly Injury Crashes and 85 Property Damage Only Crashes; which make
this intersection a "high crash” location. The purpose of this project is to improve the safety and
mobility of the intersection.

The project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight Township,
Vanderburgh County, within the INDOT Vincennes District. The High-Rail Pedestrian Trail runs
along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and connects to the sidewalks on the north
and south sides of Washington Avenue. Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast
corner of this intersection. Currently, the intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue consists
of two northbound and two southbound lanes on US 41with a left-turn lane for each direction
separated by a grassy median. Washington Avenue consists of one westbound and one eastbound
lane with a right turn lane and a left-turn lane in each direction.

A Boulevard Left intersection will be constructed at the intersection of US 41 and Washington
Avenue. The Boulevard Left intersection relocates left turns from all legs of the main
intersection to signalized median U-turns located approximately 800 feet north and south of
Washington Avenue. This intersection type retains east-west connectivity on Washington
Avenue. The Boulevard Left intersection has fewer signal phases than other types of intersection
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improvements and provides better mobility to eastbound-westbound traffic on Washington
Avenue, which is a minor arterial. The project will also include directional signage, maintenance
of drainage within the project extents, replacement of traffic signals at the main intersection, and
the installation of new traffic signals at the median U-turn locations. There is no permanent or
temporary right-of-way acquisition anticipated for this project.

Traffic on US 41 is anticipated to be maintained in both directions during construction. To allow
movements to remain open during construction, any median crossing work will be constructed
before the intersection is closed. US 41 will be reduced to one lane in each direction during
construction. Pedestrian maintenance of traffic will be required. The intersection improvement
will be constructed in conjunction with the US 41 pedestrian bridge to minimize construction
impacts on the public.

Public statements will not be recorded as part of this public open house. Written comments
submitted before, during, and for approximately two (2) weeks following the open house, will be
evaluated, considered, and addressed in subsequent environmental documentation. Written
comments should be sent to Christine Meador at cmeador@HNTB.com or mailed to Christine
Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 OR to the INDOT
Project Manager, Troy Arnold at tarnold1@indot.in.gov or mailed to Troy Arnold, INDOT
Vincennes District, 3650 S US Highway 41, Vincennes, IN 47591. INDOT respectfully requests
that comments be submitted by Monday, July 18, 2022.

In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability or need
assistance with accessibility such as document viewing, interpreters, or readers, please contact
Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 or
cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 regarding accommodations.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 190 of 246


http://www.in.gov/dot/
mailto:cmeador@HNTB.com
mailto:cmeador@HNTB.com

Affidavit of Publication

Courier & Press

FART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK OF LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

Account Number:
1672059

STATE OF WISCONSIN
BROWN COUNTY
HNTB CORP LGL

111 MONUMENT CIR # 1200
RE: HNTB CORP LGL

AD: 0005294526-01
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46204-5404 Publication Cost: 305.32
# of Affidavits 1
This is not an invoice

l,being sworn, am an employee of the Evansville Courier Company, publisher of The Evansville Courier, a daily newspapel
published in the city of Evansville, in said county and state and that the legal advertisement, of which the attached is a true copy

was printed In its issues of:

EC-Evansville Courier & Press

The issues dated: 06/13/2022
The issues dated: 06/21/2022
Signed Date

Notary Public

nt of Brown County, State of Wisconsin

My Commission expires: 5 /5.0'73

NANCY HEYRMAN
Notary Public

State of Wisconsin
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Form Prescribed by State Board of Accounts

(Governmental Unit)

County. Indiana

Acct #:1672059
Ad#: 0005294526

DATA FOR COMPUTING COST
Width of single column 9.5 ems
Number of insertions 2

Size of type 7 point

General Form No. 99P (Rev. 2002)

To: Evansville Courier & Press

Evansville, IN

PUBLISHER’S CLAIM

434 lines, 1 columns wide equals 434 equivalent $305.32
lines at $0.35 per line @ 2 days,

Website Publication $0
Charge for proof(s) of publication $0.00

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIM

Pursuant to the provisions and penalties of IC 5-11-10-1, | here by certify that the foregoing account is
just and correct, that the amount claimed is legally due, after allowing all just credits, and that no part of the same has been pai

Claim No. Warrant No.
INFAVOR OF
Evansville Courier & Press
Evansville, IN
Vanderburgh County, IN
PO Box 268, Evansville IN 47702

I have examined the within claim and hereby certify
as follows:

That it is in proper form.

This it is duly authenticated as required by law.

That it is based upon statutory authority.

That it is apparently (correct)
(incorrect)

S
On Account of Appropriation For
~ FED.ID
#06-1032273
Allowed , 20

In the sum of §

| certity that the within claim is true and correct; that the services
there-in itemized and for which charge is made were ordered by me

and were necessary to the public business.
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DES# 1902709

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR COM-
MENT ON THE PROPQSED DE MINI-
MIS SECTION 4(F) USE DETERMINA-
TION

Pedestrian Bridge at the intersec-
tion of US 41 and Washington Ave-
nue

The Indiana Department of Trans-
portation {INDOT) will hold an in—
person public hearing on Wednes-
day, June 29, 2022, at Benjamin
Bosse High School, 1300
Washington Avenue, Evansville IN
47714, Doors will open at 4:30 p.m.
(CDT) to allow participants time to
view project displays and speak
with project representatives before
the formal presentation begins at
6 p.m. (CDT). To accommodate
those unable to attend in person,
the public hearing presentation
and comment session will also be
broadcast live on the INDOT
Southwest Facebook page: https:/#/
www.facebook.com/INDOTVincenn
esDistrict/.

This public hearing will include ap-
propriate COVID-19 safety meas-
ures. Masks and sanitation stations
will be made available for attend-
ees.

The purpose of the public hearing
is to offer ali interested persons an
opportunity to comment on the
environmental document and pre-
liminary design plans for the pe-
destrian crossing at US 41 and
Washington Avenue. The project
intends to improve safety for pe-
destrians attempting to cross US
41.

The project is located on US 41 at
the intersection of Washington
Avenue in  Knight Township,
Vanderburgh County, within the
INDOT Vincennes District. The Hi-
-Rail Pedestrian Trail runs along
the west side of US 41 within the
project limits and connects to the
sidewalks on the north and south
sides of Washington Avenue. Ben-
jamin Bosse High School is located
in the northeast corner of this in-
tersection. A grade-separated
crossing is warranted at this loca-
tion based on safety concerns for
pedestrian and bicycle traffic.

The project requires the reacquisi-
tion of 0.129 acre of permanent
right-of-way and 0.098 acae of
temporary right-of-way.

Traffic on US 41 is anticipated to
be maintained in both directions
during construction except for a
single temporary closure of US 41
to erect the new prefabricated
oridge. The majority of construc-
tion 1s antiapated to occur outside
of the travel lanes. Washington
Avenue will remain open during
construction, A detour for pedes-
trian traffic on the Hi-Rail trail
through the bridge construction
area will utilize E Blackford Ave-
nue, S Kerth Avenue, and
Washington Avenue. Pedestrians
will be detoured around the
Washington Avenue curb ramp
construction in phase 2 via
Washington Avenue, S Kerth Ave-
nue, and Jefferson Avenue. The
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closures/lane restrictions will pose
a temporary inconvenience to trav-
eling motorists (including school
buses and emergency services);
however, no significant delays are
anticipated. All disruptions and de-
lays will cease upon project com-
pletion.

Local, state, and federal funds are
available for project construction.
A Categorical Exclusion Level 4
document will be prepared to fully
evaluate project impacts.

Project materials including the
DRAFT Categorical Exclusion Level
4 document are available to view
online at https:/fAwww.in.gov/indot/
about-indot/central-
office/welcome-to-the-vincennes-
districtfus-41-pedestrian-crossing-in-
evansville/. The DRAFT Categorical
Exclusion Level 4 is available for
viewing in person at both the
Evansville Vanderburgh Public Li-
brary Central (200 SE Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd., Evansville, IN 47713)
and the Evansville Vanderburgh
Public Library East (840 E. Chandier
Ave., Evansville, IN 47713}, or upon
request.

As part of the environmental evai-
uation of the community and
natural resource impacts of the
proposed project, any potential
public recreation areas must be
identified and evaluated for pro-
tection under Section 4(f) of the
Department of Transportation Act
of 1966, 49 USC 303(c). As a public-
ly-owned and/or managed trail
that is open to the public, the Hi-
-Rail Trail, located on the west side
of US 41 extending from Riverside
Drive to Walnut Street, is consid-
ered to be a Section 4(f) resource.
This trail is a multi-use asphalt path
with occasional park benches and
amenities. Due to the construction
of this project, 0.086 acre of tem-
porary right-of-way from the Hi-
-Rail Trail'and 0.118 acre of perma-
nent right-of-way from the trail it-
self will be necessary. Permanent
and temporary right-of-way is re-
quired for the relocation of 200
linear feet of the trail around the
pedestrian bridge and ramp. The
Hi-Rail Trail will be straightened
and relocated to be adjacent to
the existing right-of-way fence
north of Washington Avenue. The
Hi-Rail Trail will pass under the
new pedestrian bridge between
the right-of-way fence and the
ramp to the pedestrian bridge. The
pedestrian ramp connection to the
trail will be at the south end of the
ramp. The trail crossing at
Washington  Avenue will  be
straightened and upgraded on
both sides of Washington Avenue
to comply with current American
with Disability Act (ADA) design
standards. In addition, the trail will
be temporarily closed during con-
struction. The temporary closure
will not be required for the dura-
tion of the project construction.
These impacts will result in a Sec-
tion 4(f) use of the trail.

The purpose of the public notice
for the Section 4({f) de minimis use
determination is to offer all inter-
ested persons an opportunity to
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comment on the Section 4(f) use of
the Hi-Rail Trail and to provide
comments to the project team and
the official with jurisdiction re-
garding the Section 4(f) use deter-
mination.

The project is anticipated to be a
de minimis impact on the trail. A
de minimis impact is one that, af-
ter taking into account any meas-
ure to minimize harm (such as
avoidance, minimization, mitiga-
tion, or enhancement measures),
will not adversely affect the activi-
ties, features, or attributes qualify-
ing a park, recreation area, or ref-
uge for protection under Section
4?f)< A de minimis impact determi-
nation requires public involvement
and concurrence from the official
with jurisdiction. The official with
jurisdiction for the trail is the City
of Evansville. The City of Evansville
Parks Department have expressed
no concerns with the trail reloca-
tion.

Information on this proposed ac-
tion and its impacts, avoidance,
minimization, mitigation, or en-
hancement measures at the Hi-Rail
Trail is available in the Categorical
Exclusion Level 4 document. INDOT
respectfully requests that com-
ments on the Section 4(f) de mini-
mis use determination be submit-
ted by Monday, July 18, 2022.
Comments will become part of the
official record and will be consid-
ered when making future project--
related decisions.

Project information can be mailed
to interested persons by contacting
Christine Meador at cmeador@HNT
B.com or 317-917-5338. Written re-
quests can also be mailed to her at-
tention ¢/o HNTB, 111 Monument
Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN
46204,

Public statements will be recorded
as part of this public hearing on
both the Section 4{f) de minimis
use determination and the Catego-
rical Exclusion Level 4. All verbal
statements recorded during the
public hearing, and all written
comments submitted before, dur-
ing, and for approximately two (2)
weeks following the hearing date,
will be evaluated, considered, and
addressed in subsequent environ-
mental documentation.

Comments  written on  the
Facebook livestream video or other
social channels will not be entered
into public record and will not be
considered.

Written comments should be sent
tc Christine Meador at cmeador@H
NTB.com or mailed to Christine
Meador, HNTB, 117 Monument
Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN
46204 OR to the INDOT Project
Manager, Troy Arnold at tarnold1
@indot.in.gov_or mailed to Troy
Arnold, INDOT Vincennes District,
3650 S US Highway 41, Vincennes,
IN 47591, INDOT respectfully re-
quests that comments on both the
Section 4(f) de minimis use deter-
mination and the Categorical Ex-
clusion Level 4 be submitted by
Monday, July 18, 2022.
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In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), and Ti-
tle VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, persons and/or groups who
require project information in al-
ternative languages or formats
should contact Christine Meador at
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200,
Indianapolis, IN 46204, or by call-
ing 317-917-5338.

This notice is published in compli-
ance with: 1) Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, Title 23, Section 771 (CFR
771.111(h)(1) stating, "Each State
must have procedures approved by
the FHWA to carry out a public
involvement/public hearing
program.”; 2) 23 CFR
450.210(2)(1)(ix) stating, “Provide
for the periodic review of the ef-
fectiveness of the public involve-
ment process to ensure that the
process provides full and open ac-
cess to zll interested parties and re-
vise the process, as appropriate.”;
and 3) The INDOT Public Involve-
ment Policies and Procedures ap-
proved by the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration on August 16, 2012.

DES# 2000186

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC OPEN
HOUSE

intersection Improvement at US 41
at Washington Avenue

The Indiana Department of Trans-
portation (INDOT) will hold a pub-
lic open house in conjunction with
the public hearing for the US 41
and Washington Avenue Pedes-
trian Bridge on Wednesday, June
29, 2022, at Benjamin Bosse High
School, 1300 Washington Avenue,
Evansville IN 47714. Doors will be
open from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
(CDT) to allow participants time to
view project displays and speak
with project representatives. No
formal presentation on the inter-
section improvement will be given.

Local, state, and federal funds are
available for project construction.
A Categorical Excusion document
will be prepared to fully evaluate
the project impacts.

Project materials, including display
boards and other information pro-
vided at this open house, will be
available to view on the INDOT
Vincennes District website after
the open house or upon request.
Persons with limited internet ac-
cess can request that project infor-
mation be mailed to them. for
more information, contact Chris-
tine Meador at HNTB, 111
Monument Circle, Suvite 1200, Indi-
anapolis, IN 46204; or at cmeador@
HNTB.com or 317-636-4682.

The purpose of the public open
house is to introduce the public to
the preliminary project design for
the intersection improvement at
the intersection of US 41 and
Washington Avenue and to offer
alt interested persons an opportu-
nity to comment.

The need for the project is based

on the existing crash rates and
safety concerns at this intersection.
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WELCOME US 41 Pedestrian Bridge Project

Our presentation will begin shortly \ Public Hearing )

June 29, 2022

Agenda Introductions and Project Participants
Project Partidpants Indiana Department of Transportation
Where We've Been Federal Highway Administration

] City of Evansville
Where We're Going

Stakeholders

Public Comments 20 Project Team

Review of Where We've Been Design

A
Design

V Environmental Steps, including 1t and 2"¢ Public Meeting

Aesthetic Considerations
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Design - Bridge Location Plan Design - Ramp Schematic

Video played on this slide

Environmental Steps Environmental — Cultural Resources

e Reviewed by INDOT and FHWA

¢ Released for Public Involvement
on 5/17/2022

* Will be posted on INDOT
Website and available at the

public library
Environmental — Recreational Use Public Information Meeting #1
Section 4(f) — Use of publicly owned parks and cultural resources . . @ r
e Hi Rail Trail - De minimis use due .-.
to relocation 18 Attendees 2,000 Views of 6 Comments

presentation

. _

¢ Concurrence of Official with

Jurisdiction ®_© V
e Lincolnshire Historic District —No () - V
8 Comments 17 Preference Results
-

Use 21 Attendees
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Bridge Truss Aesthetics

Ramp & Railing Aesthetics

Pier Aesthetics

Project Schedule

West Pier East Pier

At Look at Where We're Going

Des No 1902709

@ Project Timeline

m Public Comment Period

Website

www.in.gov/indot/4099.htm
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Public Participation

Share Your Feedback

Pedestrian Bridge Comments due by July 18, 2022

Email USPS Mail
cmeador@HNTB.com Chris Meador
Subject Line: US 41 Ped Bridge Comment US 41 Ped Bridge Project

11 Monument Circle, Suite 1200
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Des No 1902709

How Comments

In-Person Comment

Make a verbal or written
comment

Visit the comment table,
located in the display area

will be Addressed

All comments received during
the public comment period will
be addressed in the
Environmental Document

All written and verbal comments
received tonight

Letters

Emails

Phone calls

Thank You

For Joining Us!
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